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PRE FACE. 
A HE following is the hen of _ 


5 

new Spaniſh Adventurer, ubich 

J offer to the Publick, and flat- 
ter myſelf from the favourable Reception 
ethers of the ſame kind have met with be- 
fore, that this of Don Eſteyanille Gon- 
zalez, ſurnamed The Merry Fellow, 
may be agreeably, received. He wrote 
it himſelf, publiſhed it at Antwerp, and 
dedicated it to the Duke d'Amalti, for- 
merly General of his Catholitk Majeſty's 
Forces in the Netherlands, and by bis 
Epiſtle Dedicatory ſeems to have been in 
that Nobleman's Service, 


The Hero of the Hiſtory I give you 
has diverted the Spaniards and French 
with ſuch Succeſs, that I believe it will 
not be unacceptable to the Engliſh Na-. 
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- Fion. Ir it not the Novelty alone of this 

Mort which ought to render it agreeable, 
fence it does not confiſt of a Series of 1dle 
Fictions, to ſerve as a bare Amuſement, 
but contains good Charaders, and Le. 
ſons of Morality, couched under Irvely 
and pleaſant Deſcriptions. In ſhort, it 
is happily. interſperſed with Variety of 
entertaining Adventures, and keen Cen- 
ſures upon the Vices of Mankind, from 
 #obence People of all Nations may receive 

fome Inſtruction and Advantage. 
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Eſtevanille Gonzales, 


Surnamed 


Tue Merry FELLOW. 
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Py Account of Efteyanille's Parents, e 
ucation they gave him. 


Would not have m Readers 


Imitation of Statius, in his: The= 


8 5 baid, who deduces the firſt 
Cauſe of the Foundation of Thebes from 


the Rape of Europa, to begin the Hiſtory 


of my own Life by acquainting them who 
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dis Patients died under his Hands, which 


2 Tr HISTORY of 


were my Anceſtors in the Reign of King 
Pelagius; I ſhall not go ſo far back; be- 
lieving I ſhould be ſufficiently puzzled to 
ive an Account of my two Grandfathers, 
of whom I never had more than a confus'd 
Knowledge. As to my Father and Mo- 
ther, I knew them perfectly well, and can 
inform you that they profeſſed two _ 
different Employs. My Mother's Buſineſs 
was to bring People into the World, and 
my Father's ro ſend them out of it; ſo that 
I am like Socrates, the Son of a Midwife, 
and Signior Eſtevan Gonzalez, my Father, | 
Was a venerable Doctor in Phyſick. | 
. © Aﬀeer he had taken his Degrees in the | 
Univerſity of Alcala, he choſe the City of | 
Murcin for the Place of his Reſidence, 
where he made his Experiments ; in which 
he was ſo ſucceſsful, that in leſs than two 
Years time he became a faſhionable Phy- 
ſician, though there was nothing new in 
His Practice; for he blindly followed the 
Rules of che Antients. And indeed when 
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Fell out but too often, he always ſaid it 
Was none of his Fault. | 


He happened one Day to be called to a f 
difficult Labour, where my Mother per- r 
formed the Operation, under his Inſpec- t 

tion, with that Dexterity that he was i 


cbarmed with her. She was then young 
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E$STEVANILLE GONZALEZ. 3 
and handſome; he married her, and I was 


the firſt Fruits of their Marriage. = 
had a Daughter three Years after, whoſe 


Goſſips wete a Gentleman, in the Neigh- - 


bourhood of Murcia, and a young Lady 
whom he loved; they named her Ine- 


lla, a Name which ſhe render'd famous, 


as you will ſee in the Sequel, 

As Phyſicians Wives generally die be- 
fore their Husbands, my Father loſt his 
before I was nine Years old. He ſent me 
out to Board, at the Houſe of the moſt 
eminent Schoolmaſter in the Town, who 
inſtructed me in the Rudiments of the La- 
tin Tongue, I was already qualified for 
the third Form at the Univerſity, where 
they talked of ſending me to finiſh my 
Studies; when my Father falling ill pre- 
ſcribed Phyſick for himſclt, according to 
the Precepts of . and ſoon left 
my Siſter and myſelf Orphans. My God - 
father, Maſter Damien Carnicero, my Mo- 
ther's Brother, and the moſt famous Sur- 
80 in Murcia, was appointed our Guar- 

ian. 

My Uncle thinking it would be better 
for me to follow his own Profeſſion than 
that of my Father, who, notwithſtandin 
his Reputation, did not die rich, removed 
me from School, and took me Apprentice 
to himſelf. They obliged me at firſt, as 
i | 33 me 
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they do all Apprentices, to ſweep the 
the Shop, to draw Water out of the Well, 
ito waſh the ſhaving Cloths, and to heat 
Irons for curling and ordering of Muſta- 
-cho's. I was at this Time in my four. 
teenth Year, and fo lively and brisk, that 
I was ſurnamed The merry Fellow, 

In two Months Time they taught me 
to handle a Razor, and for my firſt Trial, 
a poor Beggar offered himſelf to be ſcrap- 
ed out of Charity. My Uncle and his 
Journeyman being oe out, I had the 
Whole Shop to myſelf; I placed the poor 
Fellow upon an old Joint-ſtool, kept on 
Purpoſe for ſuch Cuſtomers, and wrapp'd 
a Diſh-clout, as black as the Chimney- 


Stock, about his Neck, and then lather'd 


his Cheeks, Noſe, Mouth, and Eyes, till 

I made him grin like an angry Monkey. 
The Caſe was ſtill worſe when I came 
to make uſe of my Razor, which, unfor- 
tunate ly for my Paticnt's Skin, was ſo very 
bad, that it rather took off the Fleſh than 
che Beard. Dear young Gentleman, faid 
he, unable to endure the Pain any longer, 
pray tell me whether you ſhave me or 
Hay me? I do both honeſt Friend, ſays I; 
your Beard is ſo thick and hard that it is 
| > wy to ſhave Pe without cutting. 
= as I had finiſhed this pretty Piece of 
Work, my Godfather came home, 1 as 
| . 00n 
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ſoon as he perceived the poor Devil's 
Face hacked in ſuch a Manner, he was 
ready to laugh ; but reſuming a ſerious 
Coutenance, he gave hima ſmall Piece 
of Money, to comfort him for having. 
aſſed under my Hands. Perhaps this 
gear informed all his Companions 
in what Manner he had been ſhaved, 
for ſince that Time none ever came into 
the Shop. 
I incurred my Uncle's Diſpleaſure by it, 
and from this 'Time was forbid the Uſe 
of Razors till further Orders. But as I had: 
not been denied the Uſe of the Sciflors, I 
was permitted, one Morning, to cut the 
Hair and trim the Eyebrows of a certain 
Scholar who came to our Shop for that 
Purpoſe. He was a Woollen-Draper's 
von, and my Godfather was willing to be 
in the Way, and have his Eye upon me, 
to oblige me by his Preſence, to give 
{ome Attention to my Bulineſs. I made 
a tolerable good Beginning; I cut the 
young Gentleman's Hair in proper De- 
grees, but forgetting that he had any Ears 
under it, at one Snap with the Sciſſors 
J cut the half of one of them off. He 
made a terrible Outcry, and my Uncle 
was no ſooner acquainted with the Rea- 
ſon of it, but he gave me ſeveral Cuffs, 
and as many Kicks. After this Correc- 
| B 3 tion, 
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tion, which I own I heartily deſerved, he 
dreſſed his Wound and went home with 
him to his Father, to whom he repreſent- 
ed the Action as done by an Hair. 
brained young Fellow, and that he had 
puniſhed me ſo ſeverely that he had al- 
moſt left me dead in the Shop. The 
Merchant refleQing that the Damage was 
irreparable, was ſatisfied with what my 


Uncle told him, and pardoned me. 
The Blows I had received from Maſter 


2 Damien were not all the Puniſhment I 


endured, for he forbid me to cut 


Hair again, to ſhave, or perform any 


. Chirurgical Operation, under the Penalty 
of the Strap-Leather ; ſo that I was re- 

duced perform my former Offices. But 
ſuch is the Chain of ſecond Cauſes, that I 
could not prevent acting contrary to it, As 
I happen'd to be one Day alone with my 
Godfather, a Man, fix or ſeven Foot high, 
came into the Shop, with an hectoring 
Air, like a Bully, as he really was. This 
bluſtering Fellow was already in the Shop, 
while the End of his Sword was ftill in the 
Street; his Hair was plaited, his Hat 
cocked up, and covered with a Filimot- 
coloured Plume of Feathers, and the Ex- 
tremities of his Whiskers reached to his 
"Temples on both Sides, at , 


r 


Axe. A xx =» AX. }” .. 4c ' 


PL 


I could hardly look him in the Face 
without trembling: Maſter Damien, ſaid 


he to my Uncle, pray put my Whiskers 


in order. My Godfather immediately or- 
dered me to put the Irons into the Fire; 
and when they were hot, he placed my 
Hero in an armed Chair, and put one of 
his Whiskers in order; but as he was mak- 
ing Preparations to do the ſame to the o- 


ther, which he had already combed out, 


hearing a Noiſe in the Street on a ſudden, 
he opened the Shop Door to know the 


Occalion of it, and perceived two Men 


going to fight, one of whom was his ins 


timate Acquaintance. At this Sight he 


had no Command of himſelf, but ran to 
his Friend's Aſſiſtance, leaving the Bully 


with one Muſtacho turn' up, and the d. 


ther quite ſtrait. wy 
The Quarrel laſted ſo long, that the 
Hero being weary of waiting for my 
Uncle, turned to me and ſaid, honeſt Lad; 
are you capable of finiſhing what your 
Maſter has begun. I was encouraged at 
this Queſtion, and thinking it would be a 
Diſgrace to anſwer in the Negative, I 


anſwered Yes. And to prove that I did 


not boaſt without Reaſon of being capable 
to finiſh a Muſtacho, I drew a freſh 
Iron, red hot, out of the Fire, and clap» 
ping it under the Bully's Noſe, I burnt 

B 4 his 
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his upper Lip, with a Part of his Whisker 
that I had undertaken to curl. He roarcd 
out ſo terribly on a ſudden, that he ſhook 
the very Houſe, and riſing from the Chair 
in a Rage, You Son of a Whore, ſays he, 
do you take me for a St. Laurence? and 
at the ſame Time drew his terrible great 
Sword, with a Deſign to thruſt me through 
the Body; but before he could execute 
dis Deſign, I ſlipp'd out of the Door, and 
ſampered away ſo faſt, that I was in leſs 
than a Minute at the farther End of the 
Town; ſo much Difference there is be- 
tween Flying and Running. 
I ſheltered myſelf at a Mercer's Houſe, 
a Relation by my Mother's Side; and 
when I found I was ſafe, faid I, let the 
Matter go how it will now, I am indifferent. 
Then I told this Adventure to my Couſin, 
Who was ready to die with laughing at 
the Sight of the Iron, with which I had 
ſo dexterouſly performed the Operation, 
and ſtill kept in my Hand; it had a Hand- 
ful ot the Hair of the Muſtacho ſticking 
to it, Which was long and ſtiff enough to 
have made a Bottle-Bruſh. I took Aſy lum 
here till the next Day; and my Uncle, 
who imagin'd that T was fled to the Mer- 
cer's, came to ſeek for me himſelf, and 
told me that the Bully having vented his 
Rage, and thrown out a thouſand Impre- 
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cations againſt me, was at length appeaſed 


by the Excuſes he had made him. I re- 


turned home with my Godfather, who in- 


ſenſibly became very well ſatisfied with 
me. I learned to ſhave as well as ano- 


ther, to cut Hair without touching the 
Ears, and to give a good Air to Muſta- 
cho's, and even learn'd to bleed tolerably 
well; the firſt Time I attempted it in- 
deed, I lamed a Soldier. For having heard 
that Hippocrates, in his Chapter upon 
Phlebotomy, recommends making large 


Orifices, I made one, which ſcemed ra- 
ther a Cut with a Lance than a Lancer, 
and indeed the poor Fellow loſt his Arm 
by it. | | 
Il could not have been better placed 
than with Maſter Damien Carnicero to be- 


come a good Butcher rather than a good 


Surgeon, and have been often aſtoniſhed 


that he found Patients mad enough to 
come under his Hands. As he was pre- 
poſſeſs'd in Favour of the antient Rules in 
Surgery, he practiſed them without any 
Scruple. I muſt relate ſome of his Ope- 
rations, that you may the better dps 22 
what Sort of a Man my Uncle was. For 
Example, When he let Blood he cut the 
Vein tranſverſly, and tied it with a Bir 
of Silk, or cauteriz'd it with a red hot 


Iron to cloſe the Orifice, If People af- 
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flicted with the Gout applied to him, he 
ricked their Joints with a Bundle of 
eedles, tied together in the Shape of a 
Bruſh; and to prick ſcrophulous Swel- 
Iings the better, he made uſe of the 
Thorns that are in the Tail of a Thorn- 
back. | : i 
His Method to ſtop Bleeding at the 
Noſe was very ſingular: He made a 
tranſverſe Inciſion from one Angle of the 
Forehead to the other, or two Inciſions in 
the Form of a St. Andrew's Croſs, which 
took in all the hairy Part of the Head. 
For the Sctatica he applied ſeveral Caute- 
ries very deep upon the Buttocks, and in 
different parts of the Hip. He cured the 
Head-Ach by clapping a red hot Iron to 
both Sides of the Noſe, to the Temples, 
Cheeks, and under the Chin. 
In ſhort, Fire was his Specifick in all 
manner of Diſtempers; he did not even 
Jpare thoſe who were Dropfical, but roaſt- 
ed their Bellies and Thighs. Sometimes 
it happened that his Patients were unruly, 
and ſeemed to have ſo great an Averſion 
For the hot Iron, that they could not re- 
folve to endure it. In this Caſe my Uncle, 
in Compliance with their Weakneſs, pre- 
tending to uſe a more gentle Remedy 
than Fire, burnt the Fleth with boiling 
Water or Oil, if they did not prefer the 
| Brimſtone- 
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Brimſtone-Match, Spirits of Wine, Gun- 
Powder, melted Lead, or the Burning- 
Glaſs. MES 

My Uncle's Inclination that I ſhould: 
learn fo agreeable. a Profeſſion, was the 
Reaſon that he often took me with him 
to ſee him pertorm his Operations, from 
whence I received leſs Inſtruction than 
Fear. I would have endured all the Di. 
caſes incident to Mankind rather than 
complain, tor fear of experiencing his Re- 
medies. Maſter Damien was Surgeon= 
Major of the Hoſpital at Murcia, and 
here it was that I generally went to fee 
him broi! his Patients. As I happened 
one fine Morning to be alone by the Bed» 
tide of a Man that was troubled with a 
Dropſy, who. had gone through. the 
whole Courſe of Torture, and carneſtly 
intreated me to give him a Sup of Water 
to quench his Thirſt, J had not the Pow» 
er to withſtand his Entreaties, though J 
onght to have been incxorable at the ſame 
Time, and reached him a large Leathern 
Jack halt full of Water, which he ſeized 
with Eagerneſs and drank it off; but I had 
no ſooner procured him this Eaſe than he 
was taken with a Fainting, which radical- 
Iy cured his Dropſy; for he ſoon died. I 
repented of my Compatiion tor him, ſince 
it proved ſo fatal; nevertheleſs my Con- 


Cern 


tempted to put my Hand to it. I drew a 
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cern at this Accident was not ſo great as 
to prevent me from turning it to my Ad- 
vantage. The dead Man had his Breeches 
under his Pillow, from whence perceiving 
the Strings of a Purſe to hang out, I was 


Purſe out of his Pocket, which did not 
ſeem to be an empty one, and having 
ſecured it, I went out of the Hoſpital, 


Where I left the dead Man, whoſe Heir 


I proved to be, without any Will in my 
Flavour. 
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. I. 
Eſte vanille is reſolved to quit Surgery, and 
g0 to finiſb his Studies at Salamanca. 


XA Impatience to know in what 
this ſudden Inheritance conſiſted, 


would not permit me to go far without 


 atisfying my Curioſity, and I ſtopped at 


the firſt Place convenient for my Purpoſe. 
Lunticd the Purſc-ſtrings, and found thir- 
ty-hve Doublons, as bright as if they 
had. been coined the Day before, with a 
Piece of Paper, in which was wrapped a 
Diamond Ring, that I judged to be of 
conſiderable Value, although I did not 
underſtand Jewels. 8? 


Here 
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Here was $Treaſure for a young Lad 
who had never ſeen: any Money before! 
thought ] had made my Fortune, and 
began to ſay to myſelf, with all this 
Money I can't do better than to go and 
finiſh my Studies at Salamanca, and paſs 
through a Courſe of Philoſophy. I ſhall 
there make the Figure of a Prince ; and 
it is better for me to proſecute this Reſo- 
lution than to follow that villainous Em- 
ploy I am in. Well! I am reſolved to 
abandon Surgery, both antient and mo- 
dern, and to leave Murcia this Moment; 
and I really proceeded inſtantly on my 
—— to Salamanca, without — 
cave of my Uncle, whom J apprehen 
would oppoſe my Deſign. . 

kept cloſe to the Bank- ſide of the Se- 


* 


gura, till finding myſelf fatigued, I ſtop- 


ped at the Village of Molina, where I pro- 
poſed to ſtay all Night, having already 
travelled four Leagues, which was no 
ſmall Journey for the firſt Day. The 
Maſter of the Inn where I went to lodge, 
perceiving a raw young Traveller on Fot 
come into his Houſe, without a Sword, 
and very modeſtly dreſſed, thought I 
ſhould be no extraordinary Cuſtomer, and 
wich this Opinion ſaid very freely to me, 


So young Gentleman, I don't 1 you 
Piece 
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Piece of Bread and Cheeſe will ſerve you Ml de 
for Supper. I was aftronted at this Dit WW a 
courſe,” and looking upon him with a IM fr 
haughty Air, ſaid, Well honeſt Friend, it in 
have no Silver J would have you to know 
I have Gold, and as ſoon as ] had fail Mw 
this, pulled my Purſe of Doublons out of th 
my Pocket, and ſhewed him a Handful. I hi 
My Landlord was ſurpriſed at the Sight, MW m 
took one of the Pieces, which he examin. he 
ed, and finding it good, ſaid, Ah! my NM 
little Rogue, putting his Finger upon his N 
Noſe, you have robbed your Father! Ic 
perccive you had an Inclination to travel, Hat 
and to make the better Appearance you Hg. 
have laid your Claw upon the old Man's L 
Heard. You are miſtaken in your No- Mw 
tion, ſays I, my Father and Mother arc I 
dead, and the Doublons you ſee were hw 
-given me by Uncles and Aunts, who have War 
contributed toward ſending me to Sala- Mg 
manca, where I am going to proſecute 
thoſe Studies I had begun in Murcia, the v 
Place where I was born. If that be true, MC 
your Relations are to blame tor ſending Mp: 
vou alone in this Manner, with full Mo 
Pockets, and upon St, Francis's Mulcs, N. 
fourſcore Leagues from home. If you WM 
Will take my Advice, added he, keep te 
the ſame Road by the Rivers Side, To- Ip 
 morrow Morning, till you come to Cruz WV 


% 
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ou WM Caravaca, where you may bargain with 
iF WW a Muletcer to carry you to Gudad Real, 
from whence you may go to S$alamanea 
fl in the ſame Manner in five or ſix Days. 
1 I thanked my Landlord for his Advice, 
id which I fully propoſed to follow, and 
of then began to think of Supper. I asked 
. him what Proviſions he had. He antwered 
me, he had nothing but Cheeſe ; but that 
n. he had a rich Neighbour in the Village, 
y who raiſed Poultry, which he ſent 
is Market to Cartagena. I will go and pu- 
[ ME chaſe a Couple of Fowlsof him, and make 
1, FF anexcellent Fricaſſee; you ſhall have very 
good Bread beſides, and the beſt Wine in 
La Mancha. You promiſe well, ſaid JI. ] 

will keep my Word, ſaid he; and though 
l talk like the reſt of my Brethren, 
would willingly ſatisfy you that there is 

an Inn in a Spaniſh Village which gives 
good Entertainment to Travellers. 

Indeed J had Reaſon to be pleaſed 
with his Proviſions, as well as his 
Converſation. He was a pleaſant Com- 
panion, and, contrary to the generality 
of Inn-keepers in Spain, a very honeſt 
Man, as I had Reaſon to judge whilſt we 
were at Supper; for he ſat down 
to help me cat my two Fowls. He re- 
preſented in a very jocoſe Mannez, 
the Dangers I ſhould meet with at Sale 

| manca, 
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manca, and, without ſetting up for a Me. 
ral Philoſopher, adviſed me carefully t, 
avoid them. When I took+leave of hin 
the next Day, he wiſhed me all imagin. 
able Proſperity, and ſaid, with a ver 
ſerious Air, Young Scholar, - to pre. 
vent the Dangers to which your Youth 
may expoſe you, I have thought proper 
to make you this Preſent; and at the ſam: 
Time gave me a little Box, in which 
was a Bottom of Thread, with! 
Needle ſticking croſs it. Being ſurpriſed 
at ſo odd a Preſent, I asked him why be 
offered it me? It is, ſays he, for you to 
uſe upon three Occaſions : Firſt, to fey 
up your Mouth when you are tempted to 
ſpeak improperly ; Secondly, to ſew uy 
your Pocket when you are going to be 
extravagant; and as to the Third, I give 
you leave to gueſs at it. 

I laughed heartily at this merry Con- 
ccit, and taking the Box carricd it away 
with me, promiſing my Landlord to pte- 
ſerve it careſully as long as I lived, that 
I might always remember him and his ju- 
dicious Advice. Then I continued my 
Journey, and coaſting the River, I azriv- 
ed at Cruz de Caravaca, towards the E- 
vening, where I met with a Muleteer, 
Who, tor a Sum of Money we had agreed 


upon, found me Victuals and Carriage 


not 
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devot only to Ciudad Real, but even to Sa- 
0 amanc a. 


* 
in- —— 


. 


re CHAP. m. 

un He arrives ſafely at Salamanca, Jodges with 
Pr the Maſter of a Boarding-School, who en- 
my ters him in the third Claſs at the Unroero 


* 


DEIN at length arrived in that 
pleaſant City, where I had ſo long 
withed to have been, I repaired to a Part 
of the Town near the Univerſity ; here 1 
addreſſed myſelf to an old one-eyed 
Bookſeller, who was waiting for Cuſto- 
mers in his Shop, and defired him to di- 
rect me to ſome good Maſter of a Board- 
ing-Houſe. If you want one, ſays he, 
who is a Man of Letters, and feeds his 
Boarders well, I adviſe you to chooſe 
Doctor Canizarez, he is the Man for your 
Purpoſe, and lives there, ſhewing' me a 
Houſe two ar three Doors from his own, 
and you will thank me for recommend» 
ing you to the Doctor, Who keeps fo 
good a Table, that his common Meals 
are a perfect Feaſt. | 
I fincerely believed the old Bookſcller, 
and went to the Doctor's Houſe, who 
looking 
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looking upon me as a new Cuſtomer, was 
extraordinary obliging. He was a tall 
meagre Perſon, with a black Beard, hol- 
Jlow-eyed, and lanthorn-jawed. Ah! 
good God, ſaid I to myſelf, this is a 

r skinny Wretch for the Maſter of 3 
Honſe, who is famous for good Living 
but it may be his natural Conſtitution, tor 
I remember to have heard my Uncle ſay, 
that there are ſome People who have no- 
thing but Skin and Bones, and yet have ſo 


good an Appetite, that they will cat all 


they come near. x 141514 
: izarez asked me who I was, from 
hence Icame, and what Buſineſs brought 
me to Salamanca; and when I had an- 
wered his Quciiiuas as I thought proper, 
He ſaid, Young Man, I hope you will have 
no Reaſon to repent of boarding: with 


me; and when he had ſaid this, he 
- conducted me to a little Room at the 


Top of the Houſe, which had no other 
Furniture in it, than a Cheſt of Drawers, 
two Chairs, a Table, and a little Bed. 
This is your Apartment, ſays he, and 
you may bring. your Cloaths when you 
pleaſe. I have no Cloaths, ſays I, bur, 
thank God, I have wherewithal to buy 
them, and that you may be caſy upon 
my Account, I will pay you a Quarter 
beforehand. The Doctor made no Reply 
. ö _ rg 
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pacity, ſo much to my Advantage, he 
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to that, and had no ſooner told me that his 
Price was forty Piſtoles per Annum for 
each Boarder, but taking twenty Doub- 
lons out of my Purſe, which I took care 
he ſhould ſee, I gave him five, which 
was for the firſt Quarter. 
He examined theſe double Piſtoles very 
narrowly, one after the other; then tel- 
ling me, that he would uſe his utmoſt En- 
deavours to make me one of the beſt 
Scholars in the Univerſity, he enquired 


what had been rage me at Murcia 


and what F was capable of doing; and 
examining me in the Liberal Sciences, 
thought, by my Anſwers, that I was qua- 
lified to be Captain of the third Claſs. / 

After he had ſet a Value upon my Ca- 


undertook to have me received in that Claſs 
without paſſing an Examination, the Ma- 
ſter of it being his intimate Acquaintance. 
Then he was going to exhort me to ſtudy 
the Belles Lettres, but the Bell rung for 
Supper. We went immediately down 
Stairs, from my Room into a Hall, 
where was a long narrow Table, at which 
ten or twelve Scholars were ſitting, all 
about my own Age, except two, who 
were near twenty Years old, 4 
I faluted the young Gentlemen when 1 
entered, and then placing myſelf amongſt 
38 | them, 
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Ounces of Bread 
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them. I began to obſerve their Portion, 
of Proviſion, which were very uniform. 
Ic being a Faſt-Day, every one had thre: 
g > him, with two 
Plates, upon one of which were two 
roaſted Onions, and upon the other 
Handful of Small-nuts. I was amazed 
at the Frugality of the Repaſt, which did 
not at all agree with the Encomium up- 
on their Manner of Living given me by the} 


Bookſeller. Nevertheleſs, as I reflected 


that it was a Faſt-Night, I comforted 
myſelf in hopes of faring better the next 
Day. They brought me my Plates like. 

wiſe with half a Pint of ſuch wretchedÞ 


ſmall Wine, that I ſhould have preferred. 
Water to that diſagreeable Drink. When 
People are hungry they comply with any 


| I devoured my Bread and Onions, 
and cracked my Nuts in ſuch a Manner, 
that the Doctor might perceive I was 4 
Youngſter with a good: Appetite. My 
School-fellows did the ſame Honour to 


the Collation as myſelf. Every Thing was 


ſo clearly cat up, cracked and diſpatch» 
ed, thatthere were hardly Crumbs enough 
left upon the Table to ſatisfy a Sparrow. 
Supper being ended, the Boarders went 
into a Court to. take the Air. I fol- 
lowed, and contracted an Acquaintance 
with them, but chiefly with the rely 
% | | wag 


Es TEVANIIIE GONZALEZ. 21 


who taking me in private, asked me, who 
was ſo much my Enemy as to adviſe me to 
board with Doctor Canizarez? I told 
him it was an old Bookſeller who lived 
a few Doors off Ah! the ſpiteful, old, 
one- eyed Dog, cricd the Scholar, laugh- 


Wing very heartily, the old Rogue has put 


a Trick upon you: He is not ignorant in 


T what Manner we are fed, and the whole 
W Ncighbourhood is ſo well acquainted with 
Wit, that our Sobricty is the publick Jeſt 
Jof the Place. I perceived when we were 
WJ at Supper, ſaid I, that I was not in good 
Paſture, and can aſſure you that I would 
ſeek another Lodging To-morrow, had 1 
not been Fool enough to pay him a Quar- 
ter beforehand. 


I ſhould have left this Boarding- School 
long ago, ſaid he, if my Reaſons for 


ſtaying had not prevail'd over my Inclina- 


tion to go away. Why! what Reaſons, 
ſaid I, can prevail over Hunger? I am go- 
ing to tell you, faid he. Doctor Caniza- 


res is no leſs learned than covetous: He 


is a perfect Maſter of the Greek and Latin 
Authors, and I proteſt to you, that though 
he feeds us but indifferently, he teaches 
us a thouſand curious 'Things in Return, 
and for this Reaſon I take no Notice of 
his Nuts and Onions, You give me ſome 
Comfort, ſaid I ro my School-fellow, _ 


22 be HISTORY of. 
I can accuſtom myſelf to his Frugality a 
well as you, to become a Virtuoſo. 
While I was diſcourſing in this Manner 
with my School-fellow, whoſe Name ws 
Don Ramirez de Prado, a Student in 
Philoſophy, we heard the Bell ring us to 
Bed, upon which we parted, after con. 
tracting a mutual Friendſhip together. | 
went up into my Room, where I lay up- 
on a Bed as hard as a Stone, and between 
a Pair of Sheets made of ſome coarl: 
' Napkins, ſewed careleſsly together, But 
_. notwithſtanding the Coarſeneſs of the 
Sheets, and the Roughneſs of the Scams, 
which ſcratched my Legs, I ſlept like: 
Pig till Nine o'Clock next Morning. As 
foon as I was awake, I aroſc, and waſhed 


myſelf, and as I was dreſſing, my Maſter 


came into the Room, followed by a Man, 

whom he preſented to me, ſaying, this is 
my Boarders Taylor, who comes to offer 
his Service to you; he is a very good 
Workman, and ſo honeſt in his Trade, 
that he would not rob you of an Inch of 
Cloth. 

As I had Occaſion for a Suit of Cloaths, 
I ordered the Taylor to make them; and 


for fix double Piſtoles, which I gave him, 


he engaged to furniſh me with a compleat 
Suit in two Days. The Taylor was hard- 
ly gone out of the Room before 11 
. Wo” ime 
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Time to go to Dinner. I went down into 
the Hall where I had ſupped the Night 

ner before; the reſt of the Boarders repaired 
vas thither likewiſe, and placed themſelves 
in at Table. Though I expected a very fru- 

to gal Repaſt, the Meat ſerved up at the 
n-W Table far ſurpaſſed my Expectation. The 
1 firſt Diſh they entertain'd us with was a 

pI Soupe, —_— that given to Hounds, 
to preſerve their Scent; 1t was very clear 


and had ſome muſty Cruſts of Bread float- 
ur ing in it. Every one had a Meſs of this in 
nc BY Forringer, with which he ſtuffed himſelf 
„very heartily, and I likewiſe emptied 
my Porringer, though I had not yet bit of 
uche Bridle, and found myſelf fo ſatisfied 
d with this good Saupe de Sante, that I could 


not finiſh the reſt of my Allowance. It was 
however aTit-bit, being a Fricaſſee of Goats 
Trotters, wherein I believe they had put 
the very Horns, it cracked ſo between 
the Teeth. As to the reſt of the Boar- 
ders, who were tortured with continual 
Hunger, they ſwallowed the Fricaſſee fo 
greedily, that it diſappear'd in the Twink- 
ling of an Eye. 

After this Dinner, which, without 
doubt, was not the worſt dreſſed ar 
the Houſe of Doctor Camzaorez, I went 

into the City to buy Linen, and ſuch 
Books as I wanted, to proſecute my 
5 Studics 
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Studies; and having bought All that 
was neceflary I had only twenty 


Doublons remaining in my Pnrſe. Cheat 


up, honeſt Efevanille, ſays I to mylelf, 
methinks your Caſh goes at a fine Rate. 
You will anſwer me, the twenty double 
Piſtoles remaining, is a conſiderable Sum; 
when that is gone I will have recourſe to 
my Diamond Ring. Agreed, it is very 


good Shift, but anſwer me freely, do you 


underſtand Jewels? you know very well 
you do not; and muſt confeſs that you will 
be greatly diſappointed, if the Ring, 
which you ſet a high Price upon, ſhould 
prove to be of ſmall Value. 
I This laſt Reflection gave me an Uneaſi- 

neſs, that I was willing to get rid of as 


ſoon as poſſible, and therefore repaired 
eat Square, which is inhabited by F 


| Hori 


cheſt Merchants. Here I went into: 
1 Houſe, and ſhe wing my Bril- 
iant, asked him the Value of it upon his 
Conſcience, Who, when he had examined 
it, valued it at a hundred Piſtoles - and 
then asked me whether it was to be ſold, 
I told him no, but in all Appearance, it 
would be in a little Time. Well, faid 
he, when you have a Mind to part with 
it, bring it to me, and you ſhall have the 
hundred Piſtoles. I went from the Jewel- 
ler very joyful, looking upon myſelf g 
3 5 Tic 
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at W rich as Cræſus, returned home full of the 
y WW moſt agreeable Thoughts, | 

ar Signior Gonzalez, lays the Doctor, to 
I, mc upon my Arrival, I have ſpoke to the 
te. Proſeſſor of the Third Claſs, who, upon 
my Certificate of your Capacity, is wil- 
ling to receive you into it without 
Examination, and you may go to the 
College when you pleaſe, which I did as 
ſoon as I had my new Clothes. Signior 
Canizarez went with me one Morning to 
the Univerſity, and conducted me to the 
Chamber of the Licentiate, Guttierez Hoſti= 
gador, Maſter of the third Claſs, who re- 


ceived us with an haughty Airof Gravity. 


I ncycr ſaw Conceitedneſs ſo ſtrongly 
I painted in the Face of a Pedant, as in 
ache Countenance of this Licentiate. Sir, 
TH fays Signior Canizares, this is the young 


Man who is to increaſe the Number of 
ey Scholars. Then Guttierex, putting 
his Hand upon my Head: ſpoke. in this 
Manner: Young Man if you are diligent 
and love your Studies, we ſhall have a 
good Underſtanding between us, but if 
you are idle and unlucky, I declare, I 
ſhall ſhew you foul Play. 6 

I aflured the Licentiate that I would 
uſe my utmoſt Endcavours to pleaſe him: 
upon that Condition, ſaid he, you 
enter into my Claſs * Morning, and Lo 
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chat I recommend to you, is, to be at- 
tentive to every Syllable I ſpeak, for [ 


Jay nothing but what is worthy your Ob- 
ſervation, and then took his Leave of us, 


Doctor Canizarez went home, and ] join- 


ed the Scholars, who were walking in the 

reat Court where the Claſſes are, and 
entered into the Third at a proper Time. 
As a new Comer, I placed myſelf, with 


a very modeſt Air, at the lower End of 
the Bench, and, to attract the Good-will Þ 


of my Governor, heard him with all the 


Attention he had recommended to me. | 
I ſhall never forget the profound Si- 
lence of his- Claſs as ſoon as he appeared, Þ 


and when he was exalted in his Chaig, was 
ſurpriſed at his arrogant Deportment, 
The Great Mogul, ſeated upon his Throne, 
appears with leſs-Haughtineſs and Pride 
than this Pedant, upon whom I conſtantly 

fixed my Eyes. He kept his Scholars in 
Awe, and was ſo very rigid and ſevere, 
that they were in continual Dread be fore 
him. He was not ſatisfied with mak ing him- 
ſelf feared and reſpected by his Claſs, but 
if he happened to be in the Court belong- 
ing to the College, and any one of his 
Diſciples, for want of Thought or other- 
wiſe, neglected to ſalute him, he would 
call to him with an imperious Air, Hey 
Friend! where is your Hat? And if the 
44. * Scholar 
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Button to his Breeches. 


Studies, I went ſometimes to take a W 
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Scholar did not return him an Anſwer . 
that ſatisfied his Vanity, he order'd his 
Lictors, that is to ſay, his Uſhers, who al- 
ways attended him, to lay hold of him, 
and drag him to his Claſs, where they 
foon let him know that he had but one 


8 


— 
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Of the ſudden Progreſs he made in the Belles- 
Lettres; how his Love for Study came to 
ſlacken ; and of his Proceedings after he 
left the Univerſity. | 


2 this Profeſſor's Seve- 
rity, I ſtadied under him tor ſox 
Months, and became one of his beſt Scho- 
lars; and in Truth I employed my Time 
ſo well, that I could not fail of improv- 
ing in the Belles-Lettres. I was not fatis- 
fied with doing my Duty in the Claſs, 
but read the beſt Authors, which Doctor 
Canizarez took Care to make me under- 
ſtand, by his learned Commentaries upon 
the Text, ſo that I improved as much at 
home as at the College. | 
Notwithſtanding my Application to m 


— 


upon the Banks of the Riyer Formes, 
| C 2 which 
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the Places adjacent to Salamanca very 
ꝓleaſant. I generally took this Walk 
With Don Ramirez de Prado, the tall Scho. 
lar I mention*d before, who had a good 
Reaſon to prefer my Company to that of 
the other Students; he knew I had Money, 
and even borrowed ſome of me, which he 


-owes me to this Day, and I always paid 


the Expence of our Walks, 


This Don Ramirez was a Lad who had 
already ſome Knowledge of the World, 


though he till frequented the College. 


He often paſſed his Holidays, and even | 
_ *Claſs-Days, in ſuch 'Honſes where he 
Jearn'd good Manners ; and had contraQ- 


ed an Acquaintance with ſome handſome 


Pains of debauching him; among o- 
thers Signora Dalfa, Widow of a Doctor 
of Laws, a Woman about Thirty or 

"Thirty-five, agreeable in her Perſon, and 
of an entertaining Wit. And beſides be- 
ing capable of attracting Gallants herſelf, 
he had a Niece of her Husband's that 
lived with her, called Bernaruina, who 
_ the Admiration of all who ſaw 
Don Ramirez propoſed one Afternoon 
to conduct me to theſe Ladies, telling 
mne that nothing ſo effectually poliſhed 5 
2 N P young 


Which by its agrecable Windings, makes 


Ladies, who were willing to take the 
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young Man as the Converſation of Wo- 
men of Diſtinction and Wit. I ſuffered my- 
ſelf to be cafily led by a Comrade, with 
whom ] lived in ſtrict Friendſhip, and We 
both repaired to the Houſe of Signora 
Dalſa. They received us in ſuch a Man- 
ner as made me imagine that my In- 
troductor was in their good Graces, The 
Ladies loaded me with Civilities on Ac- 
count of being his Friend, or the rather 
becauſe they had agreed upon it among 
themſelves to entice me. We had a Con- 
verſation for three Heurs, in which the 
Widow ſhone. exceedingly, and had a 
thouſand diverting. Flights, As to the. 
Niece, the —. little, but caſt ſome 
Glances me, Which pleaſed me more 
than the Aunt's Strokes of Wit In thort, 
without knowing what Love was, I be- 
came in love. with Bernardina, who was 
about my own Age, and night truly pats 
for a Beauty. 
I was ſo taken up with her Charms as 
I returned: home, that Don Ramirez might | 
eaſily perceive my Head was diſturb'd. 
SignorGonzalce, laid he, which of the Two ö 
are you for? the Widow or the Maiden? 
For the Niece, ſaid I, though the Aunt is 
very agreeable. Your Freedom in ſpeaking, 
laid he, excites mine. I adore Signora 
Daifa ; ſa that we may each of us follow 
C 3 our 
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our Inclinations without Conſtraint, as 
we are not Competitors in Love. 
If I had not ſeen theſe Ladies a ſe- 
cond Time, my Studies would have drove 


them out of my Memory ; but four Days 
after Don Ramirez ſaid to me, I have a 


Happy Piece of News to tell you. Ber- 


naͤrdina is pleaſed with you; ſhe declared 
it to her Aunt, whom I come from viſit- 
ing, and who has entruſted me with the 
Secret. As J profeſs a fincere Friendſhip 
for you, I think it my Duty to acquaint 


vou with it, that you may make uſe of 


this Diſcovery to your Advantage. If you 
can prevail upon this Damſel to marry 
you, as I doubt not but you mav, you 
may be cafy as long as you live; for ſhe 
is ſole Heireſs to an Uncle, by her Mo- 
ther's Side, who is immenſely rich, and 
has only two very infirm Children. Make 
your Addreſſes to her inſtantly ; I will re- 
conduct you to her 'To-morrow. One 
Thing only makes me uncaſy, added he, 
which 1s, that I have not a Penny in my 
Pocket; if I had Money I would order a 
little Collation to be got ready. Such 
kind of Expences are agrecable to the La- 
dies, and ſome are ſo well pleaſed with 
them, that the Happineſs of their Lovers 
has ſome Dependance upon ſuch Enter- 
1 Here 
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Nee I haſtily interrupted my Compa- 


nion, and ſaid, well Friend, the Money 
we want to entertain our Miſtreſſes is rea- 
dy; I have ſome Doublons left ſtill, for 
which I am indebted to no Body living, 
tor my dropſical Man was really dead; and 
at the ſame Time taking a Couple of Doub- 
lons out of my Purſe, I gave them to Dos 
Ramirez, asking him. whether . that was 
ſuſſicient ? Without Doubt, ſays he; pray 
let us go on gently; I perceive, young 
Gentleman, that you are too generous; 
muſt put a Curb to your extravagant Tem- 
r. Let me have the Management of 
your Money. I undertake to prepare a 
Collation, which, Thanks to my Occono- 
my, will coſt little, and do you abundance 


of Honour. 


I ought upon this Occaſion to have 
made uſe of the Needle and Thread, of 
which my Landlord of Melina. had made 
me a Preſent; but ſo far from thinkin 
my Doublons miſemploy d, I took it kind 
ot my Comrade, that he had propoſed 
ſuch a Party ot Pleaſure. . 

We returned back to the Ladies, who 
paid me greater Compliments than they 
had done the firſt Time. They affected 
an extraordinary Surprize at the Sight of 
the Collation that Don Ramirez had pre- 
pared, which conſiſted of ſome Baskets ot 

5 bb: Fruit, 
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Fruit, accompanied with different Sorts of 
warm, as well as iced Liquors. Youn 

Gentlemen, ſays * Dalfa to us, af 

fecting an Uncaſineſs, give me leave to re- 
— you for putting yourſelves to this 
Expence: you are young Men, and ought Þ 
not to have more Money than is juſt ne- 
ceſſary, and I adviſe you to manage it 
prudently. Madam, fays my Friend, it 
3s not. I that entertain you, but _—_— 
Gonzalez, who, thank God, is rich e- 
nough to afford ſuch a Collation every 
Day, without doing himſelf any Preju- Þ 
dice. He has neither Father nor Mother, | 
zs his own Maſter, has his Eftate in his 
own Hands, and is in the Condition that 
all Perfons of Family would with to be. 

I aſſumed the Diſcourſe in my Turn, 
and told the Ladies, that the Expence of 
the Fruĩt and Liquors was but a Fritle, 
and did not in the leaft deſerve their No- 
tice. Upon this Signior Prado launched 
out into Encomiums upon my Generoſity, 
in ſuch a Manner, that it I had not been 

fo raw and unexperienc'd as I was, I muſt 
have perceived that he was in League 
with theſe ewo Nymphs, and that their 
Pefign' was to ruin me; which happened 

. -foonafter. For growing every Day more 
captivated with Bernardina, I made her ſo 
many Preſents, and gave her ſo many En- 
3 | tertaln- 
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tertainments, that my Purfe was ſoon ſen« 
ſible of it. My Doublons diſappeared one 
after the other, and my Ring went to 
the Jcweller's. P Leah 

I had very little Money leſt, when 
Doctor Canizares perceiving I was a ver 
bad Oeconomiſt, and fearing that 1 ſhoul 
put it out of my Power to pay his Quar- 
ters regularly for the future, asked ine 
for that which was going on, and almoſt 
at an End. Being affrented at his Diſ- 
traſt, though it was very reaſonable, I 
paid him that Moment with a diſdainful 
Air, and went from the Houſe that very 
Day to lodge at another, without 
waiting till the Quarter was finiſhed, I 
took a Room ready furniſhed, which 1 
hired in a Part of the City remote from 
the Univerſity, Here finding that I had 
only four Piſtoles left out of all that I had 
before, I took a firm Reſolution to aban- 
don my Studies and my Amours, which I 
was no longer able to continue. n 
Love had already driven me from the 
College, and Poverty had cured me of 
Love. I refolved-not to ſee the treacher- 
ous Don Rumirea again, nor the two fe- 
male Sharpers, who in Concert with him 
had obliged me to ſpend my Money. By 
breaking off all Manner of Correſpondence 
with them, I was in ſome Meafure com- 
i C5 forted 
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forted ſor the Loſs of my Money, as if I 
had been leſs miſerable becauſe they were 
not Witneſſes to it. 


One Morning as I was gong out of my 
» 


Patron St. Stephen's Church, I met a Foot- 
man in a handſome Livery, who ſaluted 
me. I did not inſtantly call him to Mind; 
but when I had conſider'd him a little, I 

Knew him to be one of my School-tellows, 


in the ſame Claſs. So then, ſaid I, Man- 


ſano, you are in Diſgrace at the Univerſity 
as well as myſelf; had you not ſome un- 
Jacky Skirmith with the Licentiate Ho/#;- 
or © You have hit the right Nail on 
the Head, ſays he, that very Tyrant of 
the third Claſs is the Occaſion of my tak- 
ing leave of the Muſes. That inflexible 
Governor, to puniſh me only for once 
playing Truant, aſter he had made me 
ask Pardon before the whole Clafs, would 
Have whipp'd me to ſatisfy his predomi- 
nant Paſhon. I made ſome Reſiſtance, 
and his Miniſters of Juſtice coming to his 
Aſſiſtance, we collar'd each other; but 
what did my Courage avail in fo unequal 
a Fight? I gave them ſeveral Slaps on the 
Face with my Fiſt, and kicked them over 
the Legs, which- they returned me with 
Intereſt, by whipping me very heartily. 
From that Time, continued he, I never 


went to the College, and mecting with 
$2444. © 2 al 
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an Opportunity of being no farther Bur- 
then to my Relations, Who are in but in- 
different Circumſtances, I accepted of à 
Footman's Place, at the Biſhop's of this 
City, who is a Prelate of — 
Merit, and of a good Family ; and likewiſe 
lives like a Prince. His Palace is always 
filled with Nobility, and there is very. 
good Living. The Diſhes that are ſerved: 
upon the Table at one Repaſt, would be: 
ſufficient to feed the People of an Hoſpi- 
tal for three Days. How happily do bis 
Servants live! They do nothing but cat, 
drink, play, and ſleep, and when they 
have paſſed ten or twelve Vears in this 
pleaſant Service, he ſets them up, and by 
that means lays the Foundation of a good 
Family. v id Tego 208. 
11 — oP Man ſano upon his Place, 
and when we had parted, fell into; a deep 
Meditation. I confidered this Lad's 
Happineſs, and repented that I had not 
acquainted him with my Inclination of 
going into his Maſter's Service upon the 
ame Footing. My Vanity pleaded in 
vain that I was the Son of a Doctor in 
Phyſick, and ought to entertain more no- 
ble Sentiments; the inevitable and im- 
pending Poverty with which 1 was threat- 
ned, unleſs. I reſolved to go to Service, 
made me form the Deſign. I went the 
r nex d 
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next Day to the Biſhop's Palace, and en- 
quired for 2 was no ſooner 


acquainted with the Occaſion of my Viſit, 
but he told me, the Prelate was provided 
with all he had Occaſion for, but that his 
Nephew, Don Chriftovat de Goviria, who 
lived with him in the Palace, wanted a 
Footman; He added, that he would ſpeak to 
thsLordſhip's Steward, and aſſured me that 
at his Requeſt, he would place me with 
the young Lord. Return again To-mor- 
row, continued he, and I will fatisfy you 


whether you may depend upon the Place, 


which will be very genteel for you; and 
=s Don Cbriſtoval is one of the worthicſ Þ 


Gentlemen in the World, F with it may 
ſaccced, and ſhall be very glad to meſs at 
the Biſhop's Table, with one who was my 
Comerade at the College. 


I was not behind-hand with Manſano in 


Civility, and though I had not kept Com- 
pany with Signora Dajfa and her Niece 
very long, I had ſo far improved by their 
Converſation, that I already knew how 
to pay Compliments. I waited for the 
Succeſs of this Negotiation with Impa- 
tience, which anſwered my Expectation. 
My Friend acted in ſuch a Manner as to 
ſecure the Steward in my Intereſt, Who 
preſented me himſelf to Den ¶ Hri oval, who 
wok me into his Service. 
88 2 CHAP, 
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I what Manner he ſirved Don Chriſtoval 
de Gaviria, and for what Piece of Indiſ 
cretion he loft his Place. "HDEW 


FTE R having been two Years Ap- 
prentice to a Surgeon, and ten 
Months an Auditor in a Claſs at the Uni- 
verſity, I am on a ſudden become a young 
Nobleman's Footman. My Maſter, Don 
Chriftoval, was at this Time in the 'T wen. 
ty-firſt Year of his Age. He was a Gen- 
tleman of fo extraordinary an Appearance, 
and whoſe Manners were fo engaging, 
that I began immediately to. have an In= 
elination for him. When he firſt faw me 
indeed, he ſhewed that he was pleaſed 
with my Perſon, which perhaps had a. 
ter Share in the Sentiments with. 
which he had inſpired me than his Ap- 
pearance.. 7.40 
- The Biſhop, his Uncle, who had taken 
a Pleaſure in his Education under himſelf, 
loved him tenderly, and had juſt remoyed 
his Tutor from him; ſo that my Maſter 
was at Liberty to go where he pleaſed, 


without bei accountable to any 
Body for his Proceedings, which Liber- 
ty was agreeable to his Taſte, and he 
made an excellent Uſe of it, 
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the fair Sex a little, and willingly em- 
braced the Opportunity of beginning an 
Iatrigue. Myſelf and an old, grave, 
devout Valet de Chambre compoſed his 
whole Houſhold, and as I was the moſt 
proper of the two to be Agent in his 
amorous Intrigues, he honoured me with 
thoſe Meſſages; however he wanted a 
more experienced Ferret than myſelf to 
unborough thoſe Beauties; but perhaps he 
imagined that I was as capable as any Bo- 
dy, ſince he choſe me for his Confident. 
Gonzalez, ſaid he to me one Day, I have 
taken an Affection ſor you, and to give 
vou a certain Proof of it, ſhall open my 
Heart to ou. IO SITE. * ; 
I made him a low'/Bow, as an Acknow- 
ledgment that I was ſenſible of the Ho- 
non. done me by my Patron, who purſued 
his Diſcourſe in the following Manner: 
Know then that by the Aſſiſtance of one 
of thoſe old Women, who walk with a 
Roſary in their Hands to offer Gentle- 
men's Services to the Ladies, Jam become 
acquainted with one of the moſt beautiſul 
Momen in Salamanca. I never ſpoke to 
her but once, and impatiently languiſh to 
ſee her again. Go immediately to ſeck 
for Pepita, which is the old Woman's 
Name; here is her Direction, added he, 
putting! ſmall Piece of Paper into my 
oil 6 abs Hand, 


Hand, and tell her that I languiſh in Ex” 
pectation of a ſecond Interview with the 
ady, with whom ſhe brought me ac- 
uainted. I judged by the Manner in 
hich my Maſter expreſſed himſelf, that 
he was deeply ſmitten; and to make my 
heal keep Pace with the Strength of his 
paſſion, I ran, nay I flew to Pepita, who 
lived ina Street that had no Thorough- fare, 
near the Cordeliers. To give you an exact 
Deſcription of this old Hag, fancy you 
ſee an old Woman, at leaſt ſeventy-two 
Vears of Age, three Foot and a half high, 
nothing but Skin and Bones, with little Eyes 
as red as Ferrets, and the Under Lip of 
her Mouth turned up in ſuch a Manner as 
to cover the Upper. This is a Deſcrip- 
tion of Pepita. She received me in a low 
Apartment, which, as dark and uncleanly 
as it was, Was often the Aſylum of Love 
and Pleaſure.- 80A 
As ſoon as I delivered my Commiſſion, 
the old Woman very obligingly ſaid, My 
Dear, you may allure Signior Dan Cbriſſa- 
v9), that he ſhall ſee the Lady he admixes 
this Evening at my Houſe; though this is 
attended with ſome Difficulty, ſince a 
Brother muſt be deceived, who narrowly 
— his — Conduct, 2 who is 
dot eaſily impoſed upon. I anſwered, 
This 5. what my Maſter joreſaw; putting 
1 2 
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à Purſe with ſome Piſtoles in it into her 
Hand, and — what he ordered me to 
give "you; to aſſiſt you in removing tho: 


I would throw: this Money back with 
Diſdain, ſaid ſhe, if F knew your Maſter; 
Views were not honourable ; but I believe 


any other, and in that 


Husband. e208 
I had no ſboner given Dos Chri 
Account of my Embaſſy, but to heal any 
Sting of Conſcience might happen 
upon the nice Employment his Amour had 
afforded me, he made me a Preſent of ten 
Piftoles, aſſuring me at the fame Time, 
that in ſerving him I ſhould ſerve myſelf. 
For which Reaſon I reſolved: for the fu- 
ture rather to play the Part of a Confi- 
dent than that of a Lover, fince Ruin at- 
tended the former, and Profit the latter. 


My Maſter thought the Hours very look 


him to be too honeſt a Gentleman to have 
Opinion I am ready 
to-ſerve: him, He ſhall have a ſecond In. 
terview with his Miſtreſs 'To-morroy, 
So and carry him this News, and leave | 
me to finiſn my Roſary which I had be- 
gun as you entered my Houſe. Parcwei 
my Love, added ſhe, chucking me under 
the Chin wich one of her dry Paws, what] 
a pretty Fellow you are] if I-was but fit. 
teen, by St. Agnes I would make you my 
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till Evening came, when we both ſlipp'd 
out to Pepita's Houſe by the Favour of the 
Night. 

The Heroine of the Rendezvous was 
already come; but I could not fee her 
when I went in; for inſtead of following 
my Maſter into the Hall, where ſhe wait- 


led for him, I ſtay'd with the old Woman 
in a Sort of Antichamber, which was ſe- 
parated from it only by a Deal Partition, 


I where I could hear more than half the 


Lovers Diſcourſe. I liſtened attentively 


to what they ſaid, and immediately took 


i ſome Pleaſure to hear it. But _— 
I knew the 


s Voice, and when 


CHE had liſtened a little longer, being con- 


E vinccd it was Bernardina's, I was very 
much diſturbed, and my Paſſion began to 
J ric, which was however ſuppreſſed by 


Reaſon, Let the Jilt, ſays I, love Don 
Chriſtoval and a thouſand more, what is 
that to me? I have abandoned her, and 
am no longer concerned in her Behaviour. 


who had always been ſo referved in my 


Company, ſhould act the Part of a wretch- 


ed Strumpet; and in the Fret I was re- 
ſolved to place myſclf in her Way when 
the went out. The Confuſion I imagined 
the would be in to find me a Witneſs of 


her Conduct gave me ſome Relief; in 
ie | hor c 


I was heartily enraged to ſee that a Girl, 
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ſhort, I was in Hopes of making her aſham. 
ed, but failed in my Expectation. I of. 
fered myſelf in vain to Beruardina, ho 
was ſo far from being diſcompoſcd at my] 
Preſence, that-ſhe had the Impudence to Nen 
ſeem a-Stranger to me, and went out u ith Nx 
a ſurprizing Aſſurance. = © 

When my Mafter and myſelf were re. kat 
turned home, the Gentleman began to e 
boaſt of the Favours he had received; , 
and having expreſſed all he could ſay 
in Favour of his Miſtreſs, I replied, Sir, 
Jam raviſhed that you are ſo well pleaſed 
with Bernardina, and congratulate you 
upon it. What do you mean by Bernar- | 
ding, ſaid he? who told you that was the 
Lady's Name? Have you. known her! 
Perfectly well Sir, ſaid J, and her Aunt Þ 
Dalſa, whom, in all Appearance, I be- 
lieve to be no better than herſelf. In 
ſhort, Sir, I know them both, and had I 
never ſeen them I ſhould not have had the Ci 
Honour of being your Footman. Gonzalez, ha 
laid he, ſpeak to me without Myſtery. Sir, Nye 
ſaid I, there is no Myſtery in it, nothing is I b. 
more plain. I know the Perſon you have WW 
lately had in your Company, to be Bernar- I 
dina, the Niece of an old Counſellor who is WM 
dead, with whoſeWidow ſhe lives. I viſited 
theſe two Princeſſes for three Months, who | 
obliged me to ſpend a hundred * 5 
| which 
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Mm Which I deſigned for the Proſecution of 
Oh Iny Studies. But what grieves rhe moſt, 
10 „ that the pretty Bernardina, who goes 
0) Wo pepita's Houſe without making the leaſt 
t Peruple, has made a Dupe of me for the 


Hake of my Money. | 

l ſpoke theſe laſt Words ſo feelingly, 
that Don Chriſtoval ſmiled, and being 
pleaſed with the ill Uſage of which I com- 
plained, he pretended to eſpouſe my Caute, 


e- 


J i and ſaid, in a bantering Manner, poor 
rellow, indeed Bernardina ought to have 
l Jacted otherwiſe by a Man who made love 


Ito her upon honourable Terms. I can aſ- 
ſure you, Gonzalez, that I will reproach 
ber of it the firſt Time I fee her. I let my 
Mager divert himſelf as much as he pleaſed 
Hat my Expence, being unable to prevent 
it, and fully perſuaded that the Time 
would come, when he would repent in 
his Turn, at being concerned with ſuch a 
Creature. And J ſhould infallibly have 
had that Pleaſure, if I had ſerved this 
young Gentleman ſix Months longer. But 
by an immutable Decree of Providence, 
or if you pleaſe by my own Indiſcretion, 
I loſt my Place two Days after, in the 


ö 


Manner I am going to relate. 
Counts, Marquiſes, and Gentlemen fre- 
quently came to dine at the Epiſcopal 
altace, among whom. you may imagine 
wcre 
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were ſeveral Originals. There came on 
in particular, who had the fooliſh Cufton 
of ſpitting out Latin upon all Occaſions Wpol: 
as. they. term it. He was an old Con. of! 
mander, whoſe Head might be ſtiled aMage 
illranged Library; he had read the L. def 
tin Poets at the College, of which he ft. Mlen 
tained a Number of Fragments, and con- ¶ me 
tinually quoted Virgil, Horace, Ovid, Pe. Or 
ſeus,  Tibullus, and Fuvenal. He confound- by 
ed thoſe Authors indeed ſometimes, and R bet 
that Day among others, for his Misfor- m) 
tune and my own, he gave a Quotation 
from. Perſeus inſtead of Horace while I wa 
eſent, and waited among the Biſhop' . pa 
ootmen. When I perceived the Com- | m 
mander's. Miſtake, inſtead of ſewing up ba 
my Mouth, I opened my Throat, accord - ſo 
ing to my natural Vivacity, and ſaid, Sir, di 
with your Permiſſion, the Verſes you tk 
quoted laſt, are not in Perſeus, as you ima- k. 
gine, they are in Horace, I had no ſoon- in 
er let theſe Words ſlip, but the Command- h 
er looking askew at me, anſwered me, I 
with an angry and diſdainful Air, Eold . 
yon Tongue, you Raſcal, it does not o 
become a Footman to contradict me. h 
Why Sir, replied 1?- As a Footman I give a 
you Wine when you ask it, and as a Man - 
\ 
1 


A 


of Letters I correct your Miſtakes. 
0 3 : 
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om The whole Company, who were diſ- 
ns Mpoſcd to be merry, fell into a voilent Fir 
m. Nof Laughter at my Repartee, which only 
a{Wggravatcd the Commander's Anger. He 
+ Mdctired to have Satisfaction for my Inſo- 
e. NMlence, upon which Don Chriftoval ordered 
.me immediately to retire. I obeyed his 
+. orders, thinking I ſhould come off only 
d-Mby being obliged not to appear any more 
d before this falſe Quoter of Paſſages ; but 
I [ my Maſter told me in the Evening, with 
la mclancholy Air, Friend Gonzales, I 
| am very much troubled at the Scene which 
paſſed at Noon; you would have done 


* 9 


much better to have ſaid nothing, than to 
have ſhewn your Knowledge of Horace at 
o improper a Time. By this Act of In- 
diſcretion you have baniſhed yourſelf from 
the Epiſcopal Palace. It is impoſſible to 
keep you after the Affront the Commander 
« WF imagines he received from you, which 
„be deſerved in reality for his frequent 
Latin Citations. He is a Man of a 1 — 
lar Character, and fo tickliſh in the Point 
of Honour, that unlefs I diſcharged you 
he would never forgive me, and therefore 
am under a Neceſſity of doing it though I 
bre you. But to comfort you, added he, 
I make you e Preſent of thirty Piſtoles, 
which will ſerve for Subſiſtance till you are 
provided with another Place. While he 
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uttered theſe laſt Words, he put a Pur 
into my Hand, in which were thirty Pi. 1 
ſtoles. I heartily thanked Don Chriſta) 
and as my Diſgrace could be imputed t , 


myſelf only, 1 left the Epiſcopal Palace, ! 
= I had pulled off my Footman's Habit 
and reſumed that of the Scholar. - 
5 
PIR IJOT AS. VE. h 
What became of Eſtevanille after Don Chriſ. 
toval had diſcharged him, and by aba [2 
Fortune he entered into the Service of th N m 
Licentiate Salablanca, Dean of the Cath. MM 
aral of Salamanca. The fingular Cu- II 
rater of that Eccleſiaſticł. th 
| I Returned that very Evening to my : 


I ready- furniſhed Lodging, which I had 
hired again till the Opportunity offered of ST 
ſerving ſome good Maſter. I had taken: f 
Fancy to Servitude, having yet felt only les 
the Sweets of it, and went every Day u En 
dine and ſup at an Ordinary in the Netgh- 

bourhood, where I met with good Com- in 
pany, the Houſe being frequented by Ec- N hi. 
_ clefiaſticks, and among others by a Chan- ¶ - 
ter of the Cathedral. 


* 


I contracted an Acquaintance with the Th 
laſt, whoſe Name was Vaneg as. He was 
a jolly Fellow, between tyenty and thir- 

| f 
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ty Years of Age, a merry Blade, whoſe 
Temper ſquared ſo exactly with my own, 
that we pleaſed each other at firſt Sight. 
May one take the Liberty, ſaid he one 
Day, to ask your Buſinefs at Salamanca ? 


I am without Employment, ſaid I, at pre- 


ſent, It is not above a Week ſince I was 
Footman to Don Chrifteval, Nephew to 
the Biſhop of Salamanca, but two or three 
Lines of Horace occaſioned my Diſcharge. 


„Is it poſſible, cried the Chanter, in aSur- 
prize? Prithee let me know this Adven- 


ture. I related it to him, and when I 


mentioned the Words that had put the 


Commander into ſo great a.Paſſion, he 


laughed {orextravagantly that he ſhook all 


thc Tables in the Hall; for his Voice was 


ſo harſh, that whenever he ſpoke, laugh- 
ed, or ſung, it ſounded like one of the 
great Pipes of a Organ. When he had 
thoroughly diverted his Spleen, aſſuming 


a ſerious Air, he aſſured me that he would 
leave no Stone unturned to get me a good 


Employ. Fa 
He ſucceeded in his Endeavours, and 


in a few Days afterwards accoſted me in 


this Manner: Friend Gonzalez, I have 

tound out a Place for you, which I ſhould 

prefer to that you have lately quitted. 

The Licentiate Salablanca, Dean of our 

Chapter, wants a Servant, who is 0/08 
| 0 


4 Te HISTORY of 


both as his Footman and Secretary; 
imagined that you would acquit yourſelf 
very well in theſe two Employs. I as 
ſwered without doubt, to a Nicety; you 
have nothing more to do than to let m 
into the Dean's Character. He is a Man 


replied he, of ſolid Piety, though he dof 
not make a Shew of ſuch an auſtere Our 
ſide, as the Generality of your Devotee Þ 
He is a Prieſt between fifty- five and ſixty 
Years of Age, a Man of great Simplicity, 
Affability, and Meekneſs. If he thing 
you have the leaſt Affection for him, I 
will repoſe an entire Confidence in youſ 
and by Degrees you will bring Matten 
to bear very well in his Family. Afr 
Dinner we will go to ſee him; and thi 
very Day I will fix you with that vener 


able Ecclefiaſtick, who has above a thou 
ſand Crowns a Year in Benefices. 

In effeet, Vanegas, upon our leaving tht 
Ordinary, conducted me to a little Hou, 
where the Licentiate Salablanca lived 
Sir, ſays he, to the Dean, I have brought 
the young Man I ſpoke to you of, who 
Name is E{fevanille Gonzalez ; he is of 1 


ood Family, and an Orphan, who d 


his ill Fortune is obliged to go to Service 
He was in his third Claſs at the'Univer 
fity, where he was eminent for his bright 
Parts, and has -abundance of * 
1755 3 | if, 
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Wit, and Integrity; you will have a 
Treaſure in this young Fellow, and Iwill 
anſwer for him. He could not pitch u 
on a more proper Perſon, replied the 
Dean, and, as a good Servant is a valu- 
able Preſent, I am obliged to you for 
him, and take him the more. willingly, 
becauſe I like his Phyſiognomy. The 
Chanter was very well pleafed that he 
had ſuecee ded in his Enterprize, and took 
leave of the Licentiate, with whom he 
left me. | 
Well Friend, ſays my new Maſter, 
you and I, ir ſcems, are to live to- 
gether, Heaven be praiſed for it! I be- 
lieve you are not ignorant of the Duty 
Servants owe to their Maſters. As for my 
Part, I am ſenſible of thoſe Maſters owe 
to their Servants. Let us both perform 
our Duty cxaCtly, it will be the way for 
us to agree together; look upon me as 
your Father, and I ſhall look upon you: 
as my Son. At theſe Words, I threw 
myſcltat his Feet, proteſting, that I ould 
do every Thing that lay in my Power to 
gain his Fayour. He made me riſe, and 
changing his Diſcourſe ; Gonzalez, ſays 
he, you are no longer in an Epiſcopal Pa- 
lace ; you are fallen from one Extreme to 
another. At preſent you ſerve a Prieſt, 
Who is but of the ſecond Order, You 
F D Will 
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will not ſee any Delicacy or Plenty at my 
Table. A Soupe with a little boiled 


Meat ſerves me for my Dinner, and at 


Night I content myſelf with a plain Diſh 


of Roaſt. The Licentiate having talked 
to me in this Manner, bid me go and 
fetch my 11 and order them to be 
carried to his 

leſs than two Hours Time. 


At my Return I found the Dean at 
Supper in the Hall, entertaining himſelf F 
in a familiar Manner with two of his Do- 


meſticks, who were ſtanding before him. 
One was his Cook, a little, old, hum 

backed Fellow; and the other his Houſe- 
Keeper, whoſe Age and Uglineſs made 
her very canonical, I fell into Conver- 
fation with them; after which, in order 
to begin my Function as a Lackey, I went 
to the Buffet, upon which ſtood a Bottle 
of Port Wine, with a Glaſs and a Flagon 
of Water, and whenever my Maſter cal- 
led for Drink, I carried his Glaſs upon a 
Salver, which I filled with the Air of a 
Drawer, who had ſerved his Aprentice- 
ſhip in a noted Tavern. He contented 


himſelt that Night with a Shoulder of 


Mutton roaſted, of which he cat very lit- 
tle; and then went up into his Room 
that the Cook, the Houſe-Kceper, and 
B hy myſclf 


ouſe, which was done in 


— 
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myſelf might have the Liberty of ſup» 
ping together. . | 
I ſoon became acquainted with theſe 


two Servants, and in the Diſcourſe we 


had together, did not fail giving them 
the Opportunity of expreſſing their 
Thoughts of the Dean. What a Happi- 
neſs is it, ſays I, to have ſuch a Maſter as 
ours! What an Air of Goodneſs! Does 
he always ſpeak to you in the ſame gentle 
Manner as he has done to Night ? Has he 
no Whimſeys, no Humours, nor bad Mo- 
ments? No, anſwered the little hump- 
backed Fellow, He is perfectly even- 
tempered. Now and then, indeed, he 
appears to be gloomy and thoughttul ; 
but this docs not laſt, and his Seryants 


| don't ſuffer by it. I have ſerved other 


Devotees, continued he, who were not 
of ſo good a Character, and God knows 
what I endured with a Canon of Toledo, 
though he was otherwiſe an honeſt Man. 
He was naturally ſo paſſionate, that he 
chrew my Fricaſſees at my Head, whea 
he found they had too much Pepper ar 
Salt in them. I thank God, ſays Zeonells, 
which was the Name of the Houſe- 
Keeper, our Maſter, the Licentiate, has 
no Faults. He is only accuſed of being 
a little covetous; though he is a Church- 
man, che World may be miſtaken in 5 

 » 3” Wins Paxtic 0 
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Particular. Inſtead of heaping up Money, 
as is ſuppoſed, perhaps he may give it 
privately away to the Poor, which 1s very 
commendable, ir being better to do good 
in private, than with Noiſe and Oſtenta- 
tion. | 
They mentioned ſeveral other Particu- 
Lars, Which gave me to underſtand, that 
T had one of the beſt Creatures in the 
World for a Maſter, with whom I ſhould 
Hye very agreeably. After Supper, which 
was ſoon over, the Shoulder of Mutton 
not being ſufficient to ſerve three 
Perſons very long who had good Sto- 
machs, I went up to the Dean's Cham- 
der, where 1 found him on his Knees, 
before an Ivory Crucifix, in an Ebony 
Frame, upon a Ground of black Velver, 
He roſe up as ſoon as he had finiſhed his 
Prayers, and as I perceived he was pre- 
paring to go to Bed, I offered my Ser- 
vice to undreſs him, begging that he 
would excuſe me, if I did not acquit my- 
ſelf wich theDexterity I could with, as I had 
not been hitherto accuſtomed to Service. 
However, I was not fo awkward as I pre- 
"tended to be, ſince Don Chriſtoval was 
very well ſatisfied with my Waiting. 
« Upon that, the Licentiate asked me 
_ "ſeveral Queſtions of my Family, and 
Judging by my Anſwers, that I was pon 


DS © 


I was tranf; 
which inſpired me on a ſudden with fo 
great a Zeal and Inclination for the Dean, 


me with a Smile, Friend, 
-bave all the Reaſon in the 
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born to be a Valet, he ſeemed very much 
moved at my Condition, Unfortunate 
Gonzalez, ſays he, how heartily 1 pity 
your having loſt the Authors of yourBirth 
ſo carly! If it was not for this Misfor- 
tune, you would not be in a State of Ser- 
vitude. However, my Lad, ſince Hea- 
ven is pleaſed to have it ſo, you muſt 
ſubmit to its Will, without murmuring. 
For my Part, continued he, I intend to 
ſoften the Rigour of your Condition as 
much as poſſible, and to treat you in ſuch 
a Manner that you ſhall ſcarce know you 


have a Maſter... 163 un, 
ported with theſe Words, 


that I: could have been ſacrificed for his 
Sake; which plainly proves, that it is 


the Maſters Fault when they are not be- 


loved by their Scrvants. I felt ſo great 


an Emotion in myſelf before-hand, upon 


the kind Promiſes he made me, that he 
found by the Diſorder I was in when I 
ſpoke to him, that if I wanted Eloquenee, 
I till had a Senſe of Gratitude. He ſtruck 
me gently on the Shoulder, and ſaid to 
£0 to Bed. I 

orld to be- 


lieve, that we ſhall do very well. toge- 
ther. Your. Predeceſſor, continued N 
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had but fifteen Piſtoles for his Wages, 
but I will give you twenty, to ſhew you 
with how much Satisfaction I take you in. 
to my Service. 

I let my Dean go to Bed; and then 


_ retired to a little Cloſet adjoining, of 


-which he made his Wardrobe, and where 
was a little Bed, not unlike that at the 
Boarding-School. This was my Lodg- 
ing. I ſlept very little that Night, and 
to ſhew that I was not addicted to Lazi- 
neſs, was up by Break of Day; fo that 
when my Maſter, who generally roſe 
very early, called me, I appeared before 
him dreſſed, and ready to receive his Or- 
ders. By what I obſerve, ſaid he, you are not 


fond of your Bed, I like you the better 


for it. Here, added he, putting a Paper 
into my Hands, I am beginning to ſhew 
you that I intend to let you into my pri- 
vate Affairs; this is a Bill for two hun- 
dred Crowns which I entruſt you with. 
Carry it immediately from me to Signior 
Don Juan de Barros, Receiver-General of 
our Chapter, and he will pay you the 
Money. I went with the Bill, and exe- 
cuted my Commiſſion in ſuch a Manner, 
that the Licentiate was very well pleaſed 
with me, and I increaſed daily in his Fa- 
5 Vour. 1 
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had now lived near a Month with 
him, when, as he was one Evening at 
Supper, he fell into a profound Thought. 
Inſtead of diverting himſelf according to 
bis uſual Cuſtom, and laughing with his 
| Domeſticks, he did not ſpeak a Word all 
the while he was at Table. We addreſſed 
our Diſcourſe to him two or three Times, 
# but it was to no hy 6; he anſwered on- 
ly with Sighs. In ſhort, one would have 
thought he had been devoured by ſome 
| ſecret Uncaſineſs, he appeared ſo over- 
whelmed with Melancholy. He eat very 
little that Evening, and excuſing my 
waiting to undreſs him, he went up to his 
Chamber, where he ſhut himſelf in. With- 
out doubr, ſays I to the little Cook, this 
is one of the unlucky Moments you men- 
tioned to me before. Yes, ſays he, you 
ſee how great a Contradiction our Maſter 
is to himſelf ſometimes. But theſe are 
Clouds that will be ſoon diſperſed, Lo- 
morrow you will ſee him in his uſual Hu- 
mour, 

In that Perſuaſion, we all three re- 
mained in the Hall, where we ſupped 
very merrily, and then went to Bed. I 
was already ſtretched upon mine, and be- 
| gan to cloſe my Eyes with Sleep, when I 
tancied I heard my Maſter's Voice. I 
liſtened with all the Attention imaginable, 

D 4 and 
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and ſoon found he was ſtalking about the 
Room, and talking to himſelf of his Un. 
caſineſs, I liſtened to hear him more di- 
ſtinctly; but could only pick up a few 
Words, by which J judged it was the 
Delicacy of his Conſcience that trou- 
bled his Repoſe. I heard a Noiſe that 
Tounded like the Strokes of a Diſcipline 
which the Devotee was uſing to himſelf, 
probably not without Reaſon, and all 
Night he did nothing elſe but talk, whip, 
and torment himſelf. 
As ſoon as Day appeared, he went out, 
faying nothing, and walked about the 
Town, from whence he returned three 
Hours after, with an Air of Gaicty, which 
increaſed my Surprize, as 1 expected to 
have ſeen him return more melancholy 
than ever. He took me up with him into 
his Chamber, and ſhutting the Door, ſaid, 
Gonzalez, I muſt communicate my Joy to 
you, and make you the Depoſitary of my 
ecrets. Know then, that I have obtain- 
ed an important and. glorious Victory. 
Lou are pleaſed, Sir, ſays I, with an Air 
as gay as his own, to make me rejoice 
With you, though I am yet ignorant of the 
Occaſion. I have vanquiſhed, replied he, 


1 have overthrown that Devil Avarice. I 
bad hoarded up three hundred Crowns, 
and kept them carefully in my _— 
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take the Licentiate for a ”= 
| took notice of it, and in order to give me 
* a Proof that he was in his Senſes, he went 
on in this Manner: You muſt know, Friend, 
that I am naturally covetous. I hayeſuch 

a Paſſion for Money, that the Severity 
my Morals 1s continually ſtruggling againſt 


neceſſary for the Subſiſtence of me and 
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My Heart was fixed there; but our heas 


venly Father has had Compaſſion on his 
Servant, and has given me his Aſſiſtance. 
I have juſt now thrown all that Money 
into the Hoſpital Box; by which means 
I have caſed myſelf of a heavy Load that 
I was unable to ſupport. 7 

You may imagine I was not a little ſure 
prized at his Diſcourſe, which made 
Madman. He 


of 


it, without being able to extinguiſh it. I 
am eaſy when I have nothing hut what is 


my Domeſticks. On the contrary, as ſoon 
as I find I have what is ſuperfluous, I 
forget that it belongs to the Poor. I ſhut 
it up, I hide it, Lidolize it, my Fondneſs 
of it revives again, I heap, Pieces upon 
Pieces; in ſhort, I abandon myſelf to my 
Paſſion. However, though Avarice hag 
conquer*d me, it does not enjoy its Con- 
queſt quietly. Charity comes qt 2 
ly to interrupt its Triumph, and to diſpute 

the Booty it has ſeized upon. It is then 
I feel a ſtrange: Struggle in my Heart, 
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that plunges me into a deep Melancho- 
iy, the Event of which might prove fa- 
vourable to Vice, without the Aſſiſtance 
of Heaven; but Thanks to the divine 
Goodneſs, I have hitherto vanquiſhed my 
_ Enemy. _- 
| When the ſcrupulous Dean, who was 
charmed with his Victory, had ſpoke to 
me in this Manner, he burſt out into new 
Tranſports of Joy that he had got rid of 
Bis three hundred Crowns in ſo happy a 
Manner. Then proſtrating himſelf be- 
fore his Crucifix, to thank God for hay- 
ing given him Strength to perform ſo he- 
roick an Action, this holy Man (for ſuch 
he certainly was) remained above a Quar- 


ter of an Hour at Prayers, and ſo charm- 


ed me by his edifying Air, that I thought 
I could not ſufficiently admire him. When 
He roſe up, he reſumed a ſmiling Counte- 
nance, and addreſſed himſelf to me in 
theſe Words : Gonzalez, you fee I am very 
much pleaſed, but yet am really more 
$ than I ſeem to be. If you did but con- 
ecive all the inward Satisfaction ]̃ feel in 
Being freed from the Tyranny of Avarice, 
I am perſuaded you would follow my Ex- 
le this Moment, and I exhort you to 
doit. If you have any Money to ſpare, 
I adviſe you, as a Friend, to carry it to 
dhe Hoſpital,” in order to prevent the In- 
al >| x, clination 
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clination you might inſenſibly contract 
for Riches. | 

I ſmiled at this Advice, which he in- 
deed gave me very devoutly, but was 
| not in the leaſt tempted to ſtrip myſelf of 
my Piſtoles, though a ſubtle Caſuiſt 
might poſſibly have perplexed me about 
the Lawfulneſs of the Poſſeſſion of them. 
Sir, replied I to the Licentiate, if I had a 
| Benchice that ſupplied me with more than 
I wanted, I would endeavour to imitate 
you, though you really ſeem to be inimi- 
table; but beg you would conſider, 
that I am a poor young Fellow without 
any Fortune. All I have in the World, 
perhaps does not amount to more than 
twenty Piſtoles, which I ſaved in the laſt 
Service I was in; can I with Prudence 
| ftrip myſelf of them? Who knows what 
may happen? If I ſhould have the ill For- 
tune to loſe you, and to be leng out of 
Buſineſs, and looking for a new Maſter, 
would not the World have Room to re- 
proach me for having been ſo indiſereetly 
charitable ? What you' ſay, replied the 
Dean, would be very reaſonable, if fu- 
ture Wants ſhould give us any Concern; 
but we ought not to be uneaſy at that, or 
ſuffer the Fear of wanting Money to ſerve 
us for an Excuſe to diſappoint the Poor 
of what Superfluity we havzy e. 
| My 
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My rigid Patron made all theſe fine 


Speeches to me to no manner of purpoſe, 
I looked upon them as ſo much Wind, 
and therefore dropp'd the Subject. Two 
Months after this Adventure, which he 
charged me not to reveal to the two o- 


ther Servants, he ſent me again to the 
Receiver of the Chapter for two hun- 


dred Crowns more, which I brought to 
him. He put them in his Cheſt, and 12 
them three Weeks without ſeeming to be 
concerned about them; however he really 
was ſo, and by degrees my Devotee be- 
came melancholy again. As ſoon as I 
3 it, I ſaid to him, Sir, ſince 1 

ve the Honour to be your Confident, I 
think it my Duty to endeavour to com- 
fort you, without waiting till you ac- 


quaint me how much you want it; I know 


too well what paſſes in your Heart; Ava- 
rice and Charity are together by the Ears, 


and the Event of the Battle is uncertain. 


Permit a faithful Servant, who intereſts 
Himſelf in your Happineſs, to be a Guide 
to you, that you may extricate yourſelf 
out of the Labyrinth you arc in. Tes, 
dear  Effevanille, replied the Dean in a 
melancholy Manner, I ftruggle Night 
and Day againft a powerful Enemy, who 
| ſeemsto gain freſh Courage in proportion 
1 4 mine decreaſes. © Help me to foil _ 
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if you can: With all my Heart, Sir, re- 
(plied I, and we will do it immediately, 
if you pleaſe. How is it poſſible to com- 
pals it, cries the Licentiate? With abun- 
dance of Eaſe, ſays J; deliver this dread- 
ful Money inſtantly into my Hands, 
for fear it ſhould be your Ruin at laſt, 1 
| will rid you of it by —— into the 
| Poor's Box, which is at the Entrance of 
the Monaſtery of St. Bernard. 
My Maſter did not immediately come 
into the Eepedient 3 but at laſt 
the Reflections of the Devotee, by little 
and little, got the upper Hand of the Paſ- 
| fions of the Mifer, I conſent to it, Friend, 
fays he, charge yourfelt with this Com- 
miſſion; by which means you wilt likewiſe 
caſe me of the Anguiſh 1 ſhould feel by 
| carrying the cage? At has Upon theſe 
Words, he took a Bag out of his Cheſt, 
and putting it into my Hands, Here, ſays 


be, arc the Victims I muſt ſacrifice. Go, 


my. Lad, run, fly, and bring me Word 
immediately that the Sacrifice 1s made, 

I left my Maſter in his Chamber to vent 
a few Sighs, which he could not forbear 
at my Departure, or rather for the Loſs 
of his Victims, and took the Road to- 
wards the Convent of St. Bernard, with 
an Intention , faithfully to execute the 
Commiſſion” with which I was * 


* 
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I went there in the earneſteſt Manner that 
could be, and had certainly done my Dy. 
ty like an honeſt Lad, if that Devil Ava- 
rice had not come and tempted me; who 
was doubtleſs in ſo Fps a Rage at ha- II 
ing been vanquiſhed by the Maſter, that I of 
he was reſolved to revenge himſelf upon 
the Servant. He ſtopped me ſhort, juſt 4 
as I was going into the Church, and MW y 
whiſpering me in the Ear, Efevanilk, m 
 fays he, where are you going, you filly D 
Wretch? you are going to carry Coals to P. 
Newcofile;, do you imagine that the Hoſ- Þ 
Pitals want any thing? you are miſtaken, W m 
Gonzalez, They are ſupported by the Cha- 1 
fity of ſo many rich Perſons, that you 6 
will never find their Pot without Meat in B 
it. Their Revenues increaſe daily, by I {; 
Wills made in their Favour. Beſides, h 
their Eſtates are never pillaged, like thoſe WW y 
of great Men, by knaviſh Stewards ; their r 
Preſidents and Adminiſtrators are honeſt 


People, who take a Pleaſure in managing - 
their Affairs for the Love of God, and in f 
being diſintereſted in their Adminiſtration. f 
Then don't throw this Money into a Box I 
which good Fortune has put into your 
Hands; rather keep it for yourſelf; per- | 

| 


haps you may have Occaſion for it in a 
little Time. Beſides, ſince the Dean de- 


ſlines it for the Uſe of the Poor, one Pary 
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ol it belongs to you, which Circumſtance 
ſeems to extenuate your Fault in ſome 
Meaſure. 


The Devil, by ſuggeſting theſe bad 
Thoughts to me, which he had the Art 


of making me reliſh, corrupted my Inte- 


ity. Inſtead of going into the Church, 
4 marched towards the great Square 

| where, for a ſmall Matter, I converte 
my Crowns, at a Money-Changer's, into 
Doublons, which I ſqueezed into my 
Pockets with caſe. Afterwards I return- 
ed home, where the Licentiate waited for 
me impatiently. I wiſh you Joy, Sir, ſays 
I, accoſting him with a gay Air, the Bu- 
ſineſs is done; the Fiſh is in the Hoſpital 
Basket; you may be caſy in your Con- 
ſcience again. I am vaſtly pleaſed, replied 
be, that the Affair is finiſhed, and thank 
you for it. You too, my Lad, ought to 
rejoice, having had your Share in this 
good Work. I do very heartily, ſaid I, 
and if you ſhould have the Misfortune to 
find yourſelf again in the ſame Perplexity 
from which I have now delivered you, I 
flatter myſelf that you will be ſo good as 
to accept of my Service to rid you of it. 
The Dean aſſured me, he had no other 
Intention. A few Months after finding 
be had 75 together a pretty conſiderable 
Sum of Money again, which he thought 
ſuper- 


[ 
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and feeling himſelf tormented 
th his | Seraplles, he had recourſe to ano- 


ther Method to caſe himſelf of it. 
He bought a great Number of Books of 


Morality and Divinity, thinking by tha 


Purchaſe to fet his Mind at reſt ; but after 
a profound Meditation at the Foot of his 
Octicifix, he called me. I ran as ſoon as [ 
heard his Voice, and obſerving that he 
was in greater "Trouble and Agitation 
than ever, Dear Sir, ſays I, what is the 
marter? Have you aMind that Iſhould ſhare 
with you in any more of your good Ac- 
tions? Ah! Gonzales, replied he, fetching 
moſt dee} Sigh, „how fubtle the Devil is! 
imagined T had deceived him, but he 
Has laid a Snare for me, which I have fal. 
len into. I thought in buying thoſe Books 
that there was no Room for Charity to 
complain. What a Miſtake was I in! 
Theſe Works; though excellent in their 
Kind, are uſeleſs ro me. I don't read 
them, I employ the chief part of m 
| at Prayers. To what purpoſe then, Wreck 
as Lam, have I made — a Purchaſe ? How 
many poor People might I have relieved 
with the Money that theſe Books have 
coſt me, which are but an uſeleſs Orna- 
ment to my Chamber. 
The over-charitable Dean was ſo mor- 
ü N to have been at an Expence _ 
0 
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he thought criminal, that he was incon- 
ſolable. Confidents ſometimes give good 
Counſel, Sir, ſays 1; the Fault you have 
committed does not ſeem to me to be ir- 
| reparable. There is nothing more to be 
done (with due Submithon to your better 
Judgment) than to carry all theſe Books 
back to the Bookſeller, who has fold them 
to you. He will take them again, al- 
lowing hima reaſonable Profit, and I will 
go immediately and carry the Money we 
get for them to the Hoſpital. -I approve of 
this Advice, cried the Licentiate, Heaven 
has inſpired you with it, and 1 will fol- 
low it immediately. So, 
At the ſame Time, he ordered me to 
fetch two Biers; which I did with 
great Alacrity, the Reaſon whereof I be- 
} lieve I need not mention. What diſ— 
pleaſed me, was, that my Maſter would 
go along with me to the Bookſcller's, who 
happened to be the very ſame old one-eyed 
Fellow, who had ſo good a Knack at 
directing People where to board. Though 
Tradeſmen arenot over-well pleaſed, when 
People bring them Goods again which 
they have ſold, he took his Books back 
very obligingly, and returned the Dean a 
hundred and fifty Crowns out of the two 
hundred he had received, contenting him- 
ſelf with the reſt, to indemnify him for 
having. 


* 


to be myſelf a Witneſs of my 
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having loſt the rtunity of diſpoſin 
of 0 as gs the Intereſt, Fre. 
ing the Time they had been out of his 
Shop. a | 
I immediately laid my Hands upon the 
Money that was coming to us, and putit 
into a Bag, with which the Bookſeller 
furnifhed us gratis, and When we were in 
the Street, I deſired my . Maſter to go 
home, where I would come to him in a 
little Time. He anſwered that he would 
go with me. What, Sir, replied I, have 
E any Miſtruſt of me? God forbid, ſaid 
e, No, my Lad, I am convinced of your 
Honeſty. I deſired to go with on only 
ictory; 
but ſince you thought that I ſuſpected you, 


T will convince you that you are in the 


66 


wrong. Go then alone, and acquit your- 


ſelf of a Commiſhon ſo agreeable to God, 
When he had ſaid this, he returned 
home, and I repaired to the Money- 
Changer's where I again conyerted my 
Crowns into double Piſtoles. 


My Purſe, you ſec, began to ſwell a 


- little, and with the Hopes of ſwelling it 


ſtill more, I grew the moſt contented 


young Fellow in Spain, till a melancholy 
Accident deſtroy d my Expectations. The 


Dean, a few Days after the Adventure of 


the Books, fell ſick, and ſent for the 


moſt 
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moſt famous Phyſicians of Salamanca, who 
preſcribed for him, and then he died, His 
Fyes were no ſooner cloſed, than his Re- 
lations in the Town flocked together in 
a hurry, not doubting but the De- 
ceaſed had died rich ; but were ftrangely 
ſurprized to find only a few Crowns that 
* n for his Family Expences. As they 
complained of it, I told them, they ought 
not to be ſurpriſed, fince the Licentiate 
Salablanca M e . that all he 
had ſuperfluous belonged to the Poor by 


Right, carried it himſelf very carefully to 


the Hoſpital Box. The Relations, being 
diſſatisfied w ith the Smallneſs of their In- 


heritance, divided his Effects among them, 


and, juſt as if be had gueſſed I had 
been my own Pay-Maſter, made me loſe 


above half my Wages, which was to be 


deducted on Account of the Share I had 
in my Maſter's good Actions. 


W 
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a + + % Abt Seen. 
Eſtevanille, after the Death of the Deay, 


goes to ſee Vanegas, and engages hinſef 
in the Service of one of the King's Chal | 


_ lains. 


Salamanca, As ſoon as 


* cerned 'I am, that your Happineſs ha 


been of ſo ſhort Duration! I had fixed | 


this young Fellow, purſued he, addrethng 


himſelf to the Royal Chaplain, with the | 


Licentiate Salablanca, who died lately. 


Tt was a prey Employment for the young 


Man, and it is a pity he could not <njoy 
it longer, for he is a very deſerving, zeal- 
ous, and faithful Servant, and moreover 


a Lad of a good Family, who has ſome 
Principles of Literature. 


While Vanegas talked in this Manner, i 


the Italian examined me attentively from 
Head to Foot; and whether he a had 
-Occaſton for a Servant, or whether any 
other Reaſon determined him at once to 
take me, he ſaid to Vanegas, I muſt hae 


— 


As ſoon as I was diſcharged from my 

i A ee I went to ſee Vanegas, at 

- Whole Houſe I met an Italian Eceleſiaſtich 
who was one of the Royal Chaplains a 
I appeared, the 

Chanter ſaid to me, Poor Gonzalez, the 
Sight of you renews my Grief? How con. 


a 


W 
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a Servant, and this young Fellow may, 
if he will, enter into my Service. The 
handſome Things you have ſaid of him, 


and his Phyſiognomy, make me wiſh to 
have him, He may depend upon it that 
II ſhall have a particular Regard for 
him upon your Account, and take a plea- 
ſure in cultivating his Genius, and mak- 
ing thoſe Sceds of Literature ſhoot forth 
chat he has alrcady. I will give him 
the fame Wages he had with the Dean, 
8 and fancy he will loſe nothing by the 
Change. Therefore let him conſider of 


it, and if this ſuits him, you know where 
I live, and may ſend him to me, At 


theſe Words, which he uttered in a very 


ſoft Tone of Voice, he embraced Vanegas, 


and went away. 


Well, ſaid the Chanter to me, when 
we were alone, how do you like the 
Propoſal that has been made, and the 
Perſon it comes from? This Eccleſiaſtick, 
replied I, ſeems to be an honeſt Man. 
Do you think I ſhould do ill in accept- 


ing of the Place he offers me? Why I 


can't tell, replied my Friend, I haye 
have been acquainted with this Prieſt but 
a few Days. I know. that he is an old 
Batchelor of Arts of Calabria, . a. Royal 


Chaplain in this Town, and that he is 


booked upon as a Man who has ſome 


good 
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Benefices, and in caſy Circumſtances, 
which is all I can inform you of. Though 
he is an Italian, and has a ſuſpiciou 
Countenanee, he may be a very honeſt 
Man. I think, continued he, you ought 
to reſolve upon this Service without He- 
ſitation; what Risk do you run? If you 
are not ſatisfied with him you may leave 
him; Servants are not Slaves. If their 
Maſters have a Power to turn them away 
when they have a Mind, they may on 
their Side leave their Maſters when 
they pleaſe. You reaſon admirably well, 

ſays I to Signior Vanegas, and I am read 

to devote myſelf to the Service of this 
Royal Chaplain, having a ſtrong Opinion 
that he will comfort me in the Loſs of 
my laſt Maſter. | 
The next Day the Chanter conducted 
me to the Chaplain's Houſe, who receiy- 
ed me with an Air of Goodneſs that 
charmed me, adding freſh Aſſurances, 
that he would take a particular Care to 
teach me the Belles Lettres. Vanegws, 
who had a Love for me, was very much 
leaſed at the good Opinion the Chap- 
ain ſeemed to entertain of me. He thank- 
ed him for it upon his own Account, 
and went away, perſuaded that I ſhould 
do as well in that Place as with the Li- 
centiate. I thought ſo too, or rather | 
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found my new Maſter ftill more worthy 
of my Affection than the other. If the 
Dean, ſaid I, was a virtuous Prieſt, this 
does not ſeem to be leſs ſo, by his pale 
mortified Countenance ; beſides I believe 
he has more Wit and Learning. In ef- 
a fect, the Calabrian had much more, and 
e paſt half the Day, and ſometimes part of 
ir the Night in his Library, which was com- 
y I poſed of all Sorts of Books, He had 
deen a Monk of ſome certain Order, a 
Profeſſor of Philoſophy, and was really a 
] learned Man. | 
F His Family, like that of the Dean's, 
is Wy conſiſted only of an old Houſe-Keeper, 
n Cock, and myſelf; neither was he more 
of expenſive than the other, though he had 
the Reputation of being richer. He did 
not throw his Money into the Hoſpital 
Boxes, but contented himſelf, when he 
came out of the Church, with giving a 
Handful of Maravedis to the Poor at the 
Gate, But what I could not approve, 
was the Diſtribution of his Alms with ſo 
much Pomp and Oftentation, that he 
leemed to do it for ſake of Applauſe z ex- 
cepting that, one would have taken him 
tor a Saint. He walked very gravely, 
with his Eyes fixed upon the Ground, 
and his Face dcnotcd nothing but Morti- 
bcation, | My 2 
g | He 


. 
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ſuffer a Man to grow old in a Service 


ails you, ſays I to him, Methinks yo! 
fcem un l at my Relation? Do yo 


What can be the Meaning of ſuc 
Change? I am always the fame with 
gard to you, replicd the, Chanter, 
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Hes was very kind to me, according to 

his Promiſe. As ſoon as he had cxamin- 

ed me in the Belles Lettres, and ſaw tha 
I had the firſt Rudiments of them, be 
expreſſed the ſame Satisfaction as if k 
had been my Father, and told me my 
an affectionate Alb, that he logked upo 

me as his Pupil. My. Lad, A. K 
in a lively 3 of Voice, you have 4 
happy Diſpoſition ; I will take Care and 
advance you. -; For it would be cruel i 


who is born to make a Figure in the 
World by his Genius. 

His fair Promiſes. were attended witl 
ſeveral Embraces, to convince me that h: 
ſpoke from the Fulneſs of his Heart. 
was ſo affected with this exceſſive Good. 
neſs, that I could not forbear going to 
communicate my Joy to Vanegas ; but i- 
ſtead of applauding the faithful 'Accou 


I gave him of the Marks of Friendſhip i B. 


had received from my new. Maſtcr, & Ju 
grew very gloomy and thoughtful. Why gu 


repent that you have made me happy! 


you will never be ſo happy + as I with ii 
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Why then, replied I, are you ſo ſilent 
and melancholy when I tell you how 
ood the Chaplain is to me ? one would 
imagine it gave you Pain. wig $a 
My Friend Vanegas was afraid to diſ- 
cover his Thoughts to me, and I could 
not poſſibly. penetrate into them. Hows 
ever I preſſed him ſo hard to explain him» 
ſelf and to conceal nothing from me, that he 
reſumed his Diſcourſe in this Manner; 
I know not whether I ſhould rejoice that 
I procured you the Employ with which 
you are ſo well ſatisfied; alas! I am 
afraid I have innocently expoſed your 
Youth to the Attempts of a vicious Man. 
All theſe Profeſſions of Friendſhip from 
the Calabrian ſeem too extraordinary, and 


# conſequently ought to be ſuſpected. How- 


ever, added he, ſecming to check him 
ſelt; perhaps I am alarm'd without Rea- 
ſon, and my Fears may wrong his Virtue, 
Beſides, though you are young, you have 
Bine ſufficient, as well as a diſtin- 
gulſhing Eye, to diſcover the Hypocrite, 
if he is one, through his Mask. | 
The Chanter had no Occaſion to ſay 
any more; for calling to mind ſome par- 


ticular Diſcourſe I had heard while I 
boarded with Canizarez, I returned to 
my [talian, fully prejudiced againſt him, 
and more ready to blame his good Ac-- 
E tions 
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tions than to excuſe his bad ones. I was 
upon my Guard with him, and as he had 
no favourable Judge in me, prejudiced 
as I was againſt him, I interpreted every 
Thing to his Diſadvantage. 'The obliging 
Expreſſions he uſed increaſed my Suſpi- 
Cion, and his very, Looks, though per- 
haps innocent and undeſigned, ſeemed 
eriminal ro me. As I happened to be one 
Day with him in his Library, he took: 
Virgil, which he opened; then giving it to 
me, he ſaid, Efiwanille, let me ſee we- 
ther you can tranſlate this Eclogue as you 
ought into Spaniſb. By Accident, or other. 
wiſe, it happened to be the very Eclogus 
that begins with this Verſe: - 


 Formoſum Paſtor Corydon ardcbat Alexin 


I had heard it explained at the College, 
and could even repeat it, ſo that I found 

no great Difficulty to tranflate it into 
Spaniſh , but while I was making this Ver- 

« on in the moſt elegant Manner I was ca- 
7 85 * en 9 me wo 

_ Pleaſed he was, tapp'd me u 0 
Shoulders, and Fely rieched: 17 155 
and Checks. This ſeemed a very ſeriou 
Affair to me, ſo that thinking myſelf in 

= _grcatcr Danger perhaps than I really 2 
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I ran away, and left this old Corydon by 
himſclt. 


CHAP. VL 


— 


Elle vanille ſets cut for Madrid; of the Ad- 


venture be met with by the Way, and the 


Had ſo often heard Madrid mentioned 
as one of the Wonders of the World, 


that I had a Fancy to be ſatisfied whether 


what I had been told of it was true, I 
found myſelf in a Condition to undertake 
the Journey in a very agrecable Manner, 
and to appear in this tamous City in & 
more honourable Character than that of a 


8 Lackey; and flattered myſelf, that a young 
UI, 


Fellow, who could write tolerably we 
and did not want Wit, would intallibly 
make his Fortune at Court, either by ap- 
plying to ſome great Man, or by * 
Clerks of the Secretaries of State. I 
ſhort; being full of the Opinion I had of 
my own Merit, I bought a little Mule to 
convey myfelt to Madrid the more gen- 
teelly, and ſet out one Morning before 
Sun-riſing. 

I took the Road to Pexaranda, where 
I atrived ſafe before it was dark; but 


vas not ſo fortunate the next Day. 


E 2 Upon 
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Upon the Borders of Old Coftite, I met 
with two different Roads that puzzled 
me, and not perceiving. any Body who Þ 
could direct me which I was to take, 
was forced to leave it to Chance. One ct 
them led to the Town of Avila, and the 
other to Segovia. I] pitched upon the Jat- 
ter, Which proved a Puniſhment for my 
Sins, as you will find by the Sequel, be- 
ing obliged to paſs between two Moun- 
tains, through a Road capable of terrify- 
ing even a Moneyleſs Traveller. Had! 
known the Country, I might, by making 
a Tour, have avoided this dangerous Pa- 
ſage, which none would have attempted 
but thoſe who were ignorant of the Dau- 
ger. For, beſides a vaſt Number of Pre- 
ipices, at certain Diſtances, I diſcovered IM 7 
everal Openings, which I could not look | 
.upon without Horror. b 
I expected every Moment to fee Men n 
come out of theſe frightful Caverns tc 
armed with Swords, Daggers, or Muskets I ot 
and theſe Phantoms of my troubled Im- it. 
gination made all my Limbs tremble, b. be 
ing afraid of leaving the Poor's Mone th 
as well as my Life, in this dreadſiſ ei 
Place. As I was ſtruck with a juſt A. , 
prehenſion of it, I implored the Aſſiſtane i th 
of Heaven, without conſidering that I de an 
ſerved much more to be abandoned ibu 
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alſiſted by it, which indeed I ſoon. was 
given to underſtand ; for two Men, ſpew- 


ed as it were out of one of theſe Caverns, 
appeared on a ſudden before my Eyes, 
and froze the very Blood in my Veins by 


their frightful Aſpect, as well as by the 


great Cutlaſhes they wore z beſides their 


horrid Mien, they were halt naked, and car, 
which generally magnifies Objects, made 
them appear to me of a monſtrous Size. 
Theſe two gigantick Fellows. came up 
and ftopp'd the Paſſage, by preſenting 
themſelves before my Mule, and with 
their Hats in their Hands, asked my Cha- 
rity in ſuch a Manner, that I had not the 
Power to refuſe it. This humble Action 
to which they ſubmitted did not in the 


leaſt diminiſh their dreadful Appearance. 


I threw them ſome Pieces of {mall Money 
had in my Pocket, and which I had 


| been adviſed at Penaranda to ſupply 


myſelf with, that I might not be obliged 


to ſhew any Gold upon the Road, for tear 


of the Inconveniencies that might attend 
it. But theſe Beggars were 70 far from 
being contented with a ſmall Matter, that 
they took hold of my Mule's Bridle, de- 
claring that I ſhould not eſcape at ſo eaſy 
a Rate. Young Gentleman, ſays one of 
them, forcing me to quit the Stirrups, 
and giving me an ugly Fall, we muſt ex- 
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amine our Pockets, and taking the Trou- 
ble to ſe 
of above a hundred Piſtoles. Theſe 
Rogues, obſerving that I was half dead, 
in order to bring me to my ſelf again, 
_ proteſted they would do me no hurt, up- 
on which I began to recover a little from 
any Fright. r e 
This Expedition was no ſooner ended, 


but threeſcore Men and Women at leaf | 


came out of the ſame Cavern, ſome on 


Foot, others upon Mules or Aſſes, and all 


theſe honeſt People together compoſed a 
moſt formidable Gang er Gypfſies. The 
Men were dreſſed in Spaniſh Ruffs and 
Clothes, in ſo tattered a Condition, that 
they did not cover half their Bodies. As 


For the Women, ſome of them, who were 
tolerably well-dreſſed, were very oddly 


adorned with Medals, Necklaces, and 
Bracelets ; and others, who had nothing 
but a Shiſt on from the Waiſt upwards, had 

their Boſoms and Shoulders expoſed in 
ſuch an immodeſt Manner, as ſuited ad- 
mirably well with Perſons of their Cha- 
racter. The two Gypſies, who had ſo 
dexterouſly emptied my Pockets, ordered 
me u Pain of Death, to go along with 
them, and join their Companions, wto 

-were marching off Two and Two. We 
left the Mountains three or four __ 
aces 


arch me all over, they robbed me | 
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Paces from thence, to come into a Plain 
that led us towards a thick Wood, in the 
Middle of which was a Fountain of very 


fine Water. % 
We halted at this Place, which Iſhould 


| have thought very agreeable in better 


Company. And here theſe Gentlemen 


| began to ſpread Plenty of Meat and Bread 


upon the Graſs, as well as Wine, which 
they carried in Calebaſhes, like the Pil- 
grims of St. Fames. I was obliged to cat 
and drink with them in ſpite of my Teeth, 


por the Moment I ſhewed the leaſt Repug- 


nance to do what they deſired, they laid 
their Hands upon their Sabres, by which 
means they made me as ſupple as a Glove. 


I was even fo very tractable as to ſufter 


them to take off my Clothes, which were 
of a new ſuperfine Cloth, to be dreſſed 


in the Habit of * having always 
ſome among their 


aggage, which they 
obliged thoſe Perſons to wear who had 


the Ill Fortune to meet with them. 


The Men and Women, after a Repaſt 
of three or four Hours, danced together 
in a Manner more impudent than grace- 
ful; and being all in humour to divert 
themſelves, propoſed to paſs the Night in 
this Wood, when two of their Compa- 
nions, who had ſtraggled from the reſt, 
came and difturbed their Mirth, by-ac- 

E 4 quainting 
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quainting them that a Troop. of Officers 
of the * Holy Brotherhood was juſt at their 
Heels. The moſt timorous among them 
was not in the leaft alarmed at this News, 
and thinking themſclves ſuperior to their 
Enemies, prepared to receive them. One 
Troop only of the Holy Brother hood would 
have been too weak to have engaged ſo 
many Gypfies, who were moft of them 
brave ſturdy Fellows; but the very Mo- 
ment the latter, who deſpiſed ſo {ſmall x 
Number, marched to attack them, a ſe- 
cond 'Troop of Officers, from another 
Quarter, poured in upon the Rogues, 
and fired upon them on both Sides. Then 
the Gypſies, not — to face the Ene- 
my, thought only of eſcaping by a ſudden 
Flight. n HO 234 
1 fled with them, not knowing what | 
did, while I ought rather to have been 
pleaſed that I was no longer in their 
Fower. The Officers purſued us ſo cloſe, 
that they took the greateſt Part of us, 
and tied us wich Cords they had brough 
for that Purpoſe ; then dividing us into two 
Gangs, they conducted one to Segoria, 
and the other to Avila. I muſt acquaint 


— 
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A Set of Officers in Spain, whoſe Buſineſs it is 


to take up Highwaymen and other diſorderly Per. 
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my Reader, that the Juſtices of theſe two 
Towns being informed that a numerous 


beries with Impunity in the Country, and 
even aſſaſſinated Travellers, had ſent a 
Company of Officers of the Holy Brot her- 
hood after them, who had taken their 
Meaſures with ſo much Precaution, that 
they met together in the Wood at the 
ſame Time. | 
Il as one of the Gang of thoſe Wretches 
that were carried to Avila, where we no 
ſooner arrived, but were clapp'd into dark 
Dungeons, in Expectation of ſpeedy Juſtice, 
The Corregidor, who was an expeditious 
Judge, came the next Day to examine us 
in Priſon; and, as my Stars would have 
it, he began with me, and being imme- 
diately ſurprized at my Youth, ſaid, Me- 
thinks, young Man, you have undertaken 
a bad Employ very carly. Sir, ſays I, in: 
a very careleſs Manner, The Cowl does. 
not make the Monk, and though I appear 
like a Gypſy, I can aſſure you, I am not 
one of their Company. Talk in this 
Manner to another, replied. the Corregi- 
dor, and without: vouchſafing to hear- 
what I had to fay in my Defence, he 
paſſed on to the other Priſoners, Who 
were with me in the ſame Dungeon, and 
asked them whether they were in Com- 


E 5 pany 


Troop of Gypſies committed ſeveral Rob- 
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pany with the Gypſies who had been 
taken in a Wood by the Officers of the 
„ nd hey anſwered in the 
Affirmative, imagining that it would 
ſignify nothing to _ it. The Jadge 
interrogated them no farther, but order- 
ed the Clerk who accompanied him to 
write down their Names, as well as mine 
and went away, telling us, we ſhould 
not long languiſh in Priſon, but ſhould 
- know our Sentence in two Hours at 
fartheſt. | | 

When I obſerved this Minifter of Juſtice 
ready to pronounce my Sentence, I ad- 

dreſſed myſelf to him in theſe Words 

with a loud Voice; Sir, I beg your 


t 
Worſhip would pleaſe to conſider what n 
ou do, and not confound the Innocent 0 
with the Guilty. I am fo far from belong- » 
ing to theſe Rogues of Gypſies, that I * 
deolare they have robbed me of my Money, m 
Clothes, and Mule, and equipped me 1n f 
ſh 

th 


this curſed Dreſs. The Corregidor paid 
ſo little Regard to this fine Piece of Rhe- 
torick, that an Hour after the Clerk came 


back to the Priſon again. Where, ſays MW H 
he, entering with a gay Air, is Signior ob 
Eftevanille Gonzalez ? Here he is, ſaid I, bu 


imagining that he came to diſcharge 
me; What have you to ſay to him? J 
have ſome good News to tell him, * 


3 
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he, for which I ſhall ask nothing more 


of him than the Charges of his Sentence, 
which is juſt now paſt definitively ; he is 


condemned, added this ill- natur'd Joker, 
to mount a Ladder, and to cut a few 


Capers in the Air. 


The Clerk's bantering Strain, and the 


merry Expreſſions he uſed to acquaint me 
that I was going to be hanged, made 
me at firſt believe him in Jeſt; but whefl 
he had read the Sentence by which my- 
ſelf and the Gypſies were all condemned 
to this Puniſhment, I no longer doubted 
my Misfortune. Then abandonin my- 


felf to the utmoſt Grief, T burſt into Tears; 


the Priſon rang with my Groans and La- 


mentations; and addreſſing myſelf to the 

Gypfics; faid I, You wicked Wretches, 
hy don't you ſave the Life of a Man, 
whom you know to be innocent? This 
may be done by declaring to the Corre- 
gidor that I am not one of your Company. 

at Advantage can it be to you that T 
ſhould ſuffer with you? By reproaching 
theſe Villains in ſuch a Manner, I was in 
Hopes of moving their Compaſſion, and 
oblige them to be Evidence for me; 
but inſtead of doing me this Juſtice, they 
derided my Fears, and made a Jeſt of my 


Perſon, | 
, The 
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The. Clerk, hearing this Diſcourſe, 
which he ſcemed little to regard, took 
me by the Hand, and led me into a Hall, 
Where was a Friar of the Order of 
St. Francis, whoſe Buſineſs it was to con- 
feſs us. Here, Father, ſays he to the 
Monk, begin with this young Man; con- 
feſs him, and prepare wo tor the other 
World. I threw, myſelf at the Corde- 
Ker's Feet, imploring his Protection with 
a loud Voice, and gave him a faithful 
Account of what had paſſed between the 
Gypſies and myſelf, which the Clerk 
hearing, he went away without ſpeaking 


a Word, and left me in the Hall with 


the Confeſſor and the Exccutioner. 

Friend, ſays the Friar to me, if the 
Adventure you have juſt now related 
be true, I judge from thence, that your 


Iniquities have drawn the Vengeance of | 


Heaven 85 you ; for divine Juſtice 
often employs human Laws in the Puniſh- 
ment of Sinners: So that, far from mur- 
muring at the Sentence by which you 
are condemned- to dic, and which you 
think unjuſt, you ought to look upon it 
as a Pumſhment you have too much de- 
ſerved; therefore employ well thoſe few 
Moments you have to live; confeſs 


your Sins, and ask Pardon of God for 
them. . 
ate 
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Notwithſtanding all the Cordelier's 
Repreſentations, I found it very difficult 


to reſign myſelf to Death. However, 


the good Man ſpared no Pains to make 
me tee well. He exhorted me to it in 
a very pathetick kind Manner, by mix- 
ing his own Tears, which he ſhed for 


the Good of my Soul, with thoſe the 


Regret of dying drew from myſelf. I 


| felt a ſincere: Repentance of my Faults 


ariſe ſuddenly in my Soul: I groaned 
and ſighed with Grief, when I called to 
mind the Robberies I had committed at 
Murcia and Salamanca. In fine, I felt 
that Nature ſubmitted by Degrees to 
the deep Humiliation with which it was 
threatned, and found myſelf ſenſible 
that I deſerved the ignominious Death 


prepared for me. 


I was now entirely abandoned to my 
ill Fortune, and ready to be carried to 
the publick Square to dance in the Air, 
when the Corregidor , entered the Hall, 
with the Clerk and one of the Gyplics ; 
Father, ſays he to the Monk, leave that 
young Man whom you are exhorting to 
die; the Fright he has been in ſhall 
be his only Puniſhment. All the honeſt 
People in whoſe Company he was taken, 
ſwear that he is not one of their Frater- 
nity, though he wears the Habit; and it 

On would 
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would be unjuſt that he ſhould loſe hi 


Life for having been found involuntz- 


rily among them. But, added he, 2 
the Inhabitants of Avila propoſe to hay: 
the Diverſion of ſeeing ſome of theſe 
Rogues executed to Day, there is One 
I deliver to you in order to anſwer their 


 ExpeQations. 'Aﬀtet the Corregidor had 


pronounced theſe Words, he went away, 


and ordered me to follow him. I obey- 


ed him, and reſigned my Place very 
freely to the Gyply, who was one of 
the two' Rogues that robbed me. He 
fell upon his | Knees before the Friar, 
who - confeſſed him, and conducted him 
to the Place of Execution. 

- For my own Part, after I had follow. 
ed the Corregidor into another Cham- 


ber, who perceiving that the ſudden i 


Change from Grief to Joy had diſturbed 
my Senſes, ordered ſome Wine to be 
given me, and as ſoon as he thought ! 
was recovered from my Ptight, told me, 
I was at my Liberty. At the ſame Time 
they opened the Gates of the Prifon by 


dis Order, from whence I came, without 


my Money, Clothes, or Mule, which 


paſſed out of the Gypſies Hands into 


thoſe of the Judge, 5 
| | | en 
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CHAP. IX. 


of the kind Treatment be met with upon 


coming our of the Priſon of Avila; and 
of his getting a #eww Place upon his Arrival 
at Madrid. 

S ſoon as I was in the Street, the 
Habit 1 wore drew ſome Shouts 
from the Multitude after me, which I 


little regarded, being ſo well pleaſed 


with the Thoughts of my Delivery from 
the Gypſies and the Corregidor; and 
that I might return my humble and hear- 
ty Thanks to God for ir, I went into a 
Church, and getting into a Corner, be- 
gan my Prayers. I was ſtill fo ſenſible 
of the Danger T had eſcaped, that I pray- 


ed very heartily, made a Promiſe to Hea- 


ven to amend my Life, and was fo full 


| of Contrition, that I accompanied this 
| Promiſe with ſeveral Blows I gave my- 


ſelt on my Breaſt. 

T thought no Body perceived me, but 
an old Houſe-Kceper of Avila, who was 
counting his Beads at a ſmall Diſtance, 
obferycd me, and was ſo edified at my 
Devotion, that he would needs ſpeak 
to me. To this Purpoſe he repaired to 
the Charch Door, where he waited for 
me, and accoſting me as 1 went out; 

Young 
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Young Man, ſaid he, you ſeem to be: 
Stranger to this Place, and if one may 
judge by Appearance, I believe you ar 
not in the happieſt Situation. 

At theſe Words, which made me ſigh, 
J looked upon the old Man with a mc. 
lancholy Air, and began to cry, without 
being able to anfwer him. He was very 
much moved at the Grief with which be 
ſaw 1 was oppreſſed, and deſiring to knoy 
the Cauſe of it; my Lad, continued he, 
ſomething diſorders you very much; let 
me know what it is, and open yourſelf 
to me without Fear; I have a Love for 
virtuous People, and; beheving you arc 
an honeſt young Man, am concerned for 
your Welfare. =_ ) 

I I- recovered my Specch at this Dil. 


e which ſcemed to afford me ſome 


| Relief in my Miſery, and ſaid, Sir, 
ſince you are ſo good as to be concerned 
at my ill Fortune without knowing me, 
I ought in Gratitude to conceal nothing 
from you: When J have acquainted you 
with my Misfortunes, you will allow 
that I am very much to be pitied. Then 
I related my Story, at which he was ſo 
much moved, that he embraced me, and 
ſaid, with Tears in his Eyes, that hc 
was ſenſibly touched at the Trial to 
which Heaven had put my Virtue. Then 
Y + i ; finding 
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| fading 1 had no other Refuge but an 
| Hoſpital, they charitable old Man took 
me home to his Houſe, - and kept me 

| there eight Day 


s, in which Time he 
clothed me. At length, as it had been 


| always my Deſign to go to Madrid, he 
ſent me thither by ſome Muletiers, with 
twenty Piſtoles, of which he made me a 


Preſent, and a Letter of Recommenda- 
tion to a Goldſmith of his Acquaintance, 
whoſe Name was Lezcano. This little 
Supply, for which J did not fail to thank 
— was a great Conſolation to 
me, and the glorious Sight of that capi- 
tal City made me entirely forget the Ad- 
venture of the Gypſies. | 
Being arrived at Madrid, my firſt Care 


= was to carry my Letter to the Gold- 


ſmith, who, having read it attentively, 
ſhewed me a thouſand Civilities, and 
promiſed to uſe his Intereſt for me, but 
neither offered me his Table, nor a Lodg- 


| ing in his Houſe, which, however, I had 


great Reaſon to expect. By good For- 
tune his Friend had put me in a Condi- 
tion to live ſome Time at an Ordinary, 
and was in hopes that it would not be 
long be fore I cont racted ſome uſcful Ac- 
quaintance. I paſt near a Month in run- 
ning about this beautiful Town, and 
velwing all the Curioſities that are ad- 

mired 
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mired in it. Sans — a Pleaſure 
in frequenting the King's Palace, and 
gazing upon the vaſt Number of great 
Men who uſually meet at this Place, 
However, while I was ſatisfying my 
Curioſity, I did not neglect viſiting Lez- Þ 


cano often, to put him in mind of me, 


Who always received me kindly, and 


aſſured me that he did not forget me. 


Have Patience a little longer, ſaid he, 


and I will fix you in a Family, where 
eu will be in your proper Element, 

ut the Time paſt away, and my Money 
inſenſily waſted every Moment, How- 
ever, inſtead of being concerned at 
it, I conſtantly repeated theſe Words cf 
the Licentiate Salablanca: Future Wants 


ought not to give us any Uneaſineſs There. 
fore I depended too much on Providence 


to be 4 of Futurity, and it 
effect ſoon found that it had not abar- 
doned me. LICE 1 „n „ SR 0320 3: 
- be firſt Time I fav the Goldſmith; 
ſaid he, you could not have come in x 
better Time: I was going to look for 
vou, to acquaint you that 1 had ar length 
found ſuch a Place as I promiſed you. 
To-morrow you will have Don Henrique 
de Bolagnos for your Maſter ; he is 4 
worthy Gentleman, a rich old Batche- 
lor, and a Knight of the Order . 
171 . 
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re St. James. He is a Sort of Miſantrope, 
d from whence 3 ſuppoſe him to be a 
at Man of Integrity Freedom. As you 
*. are diſcreet and ſober, you will ſuit him 
* admirably well. He no Table at 
5. home, has but one Servant, to whom he 
lc, gives a hundred Crowns a Year for his 
d Salary, and fix Rials a Day for his 
e. Board Wages, and is very generous be- 
e, fides, After a few Years Service, you 
e will find he will reward you ſo hand- 
. ſomely, that you will have abundance 
ot Reaſon to be ſatisfied with his Be- 


haviour. 


knowledgments to Leacano, who went with 
me the next Day to Don Henrique's Levee. 
© This Gentleman, who was about forty 
Years of Age, of an extraordinary Mien, 
and very handſome, lived in a large 
| Houſe, where he had a fine Apartment, 
admirably furniſned. When I appeared 
| before him, he looked attentively at me, 
and faid to my Conductor, This Lad 
you have brought me has a Phyfiognomy 
that agrees very well with the good 
Character have given of him; but 
had it not, added he, I have fo great 
an Opinion of you, that 1 ſhould not 
have ſerupled to take him into my Ser- 


Vice, 
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tim e Þ 2 > wn 
Gonzalez gains the Friendſpip of Don Hen. 
rique, who fſbews him à private Regi. 
fer that he kept in his Library. 


INNO Henrique de Bolagnas became my 

fourth Maſter. This Gentleman 
Ken. the Morning in reading in his Clo- 
let, and went out at Noon to Dinner in 
the Town, from whence he did not re- 
turn till ten or eleven at Night, ſo that 
1 had little or nothing to do. All ny 
Buſineſs was to bruſh his Clothes, and 
keep his Chamber in Order; for he re. 
quired. nothing more of me; ſo that I pat 
the whole Afternoon in walking about, 


making Acquaintance, and diverting my- 


ſelf: My only, Care was to be at hom: 
before him. Being always in the Way, 
and ready to wait on him, he was ver; 


much pleaſed with his new Lackey, d 


which he fully convinced me by hi 
Actions, vouchſafing to converſe with 
me in a familiar Manner, and as I divert 
ed him with my daily Obſervations in 
the City, he inſenſibly took a Fancy 
to me. 3 

I had obſerved, that among the Books 


he- uſually read, there was a large one 


Which he turned oyer every Night — 
TAHO 3 "9 
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| he went to Bed. He wrote ſome Lines 
| in it, razed out others, and then ſhat it, 
| till the next Day at the ſame Hour. 

| This gave me a great Inclination to 


know of what this great Book treated, 


| and my Curioſity grew ſo ſtrong, that 


not being able to reſiſt it, I took the 


Liberty to ask Don Henrique what that 


great Volume contained Which he read 
only at Night, and affected to hide in 

Ee. He ſmiled at this r 
ſo far from being offended at the Liberty 
I took, and anfwered me in the follow# 
ing Manner: I excuſe the Longing you 
have had to know what this myſterious 
Book contains, and will condeſcend to 
ſatisfy your Curioſity. It is a Manu- 
{cript I compoſed myſelf, continued he, 
and have ſpent near ten Years about it, 
for my own private Uſe, 4 * 

At theſe Words he opened his Libra- 
ry, from whence he took the Volume, 
and giving it me to look upon, faid, 
Here, Gonzalez, this is the Liſt of my 
Friends. Though this Book is ſo large 
it contains pling but their Names, 
and the Dates of our Friendſhip. Hea- 
vens, cried I, is it poſſible that you can 
be ſo happy as to have ſo many Friends ? 
But, then added a Moment afterwards, 
What do I ſce here! All theſe _ 

cem 


ſeem to me to be erazed and cancel- 


led: What is the meaning of that? I Wt! 
will tell you, replied he, for I don't ti 

wonder at your Surprize: You muſt 
know that I wrote down all theſe Names, g 
when I thought I was beloved by the Þ x 
Perſons to whom they belong, and ſcratch- I ce 
ed them out when J found I was miſ- I 
taken. das | * | —_— | I 
Ils it tobe. thought, ſaid I, that you m 
can have been impoſed on by ſo many ne 
Perſons? probably you ond Gene put fe 
them to too great a Trial. t at all, Win 
replicd he; all theſe falſe Friends have My v 
thrown off che Mask . themſclves in the m 
Courſe of our Acquaintance. One, after N th 
Having beguiled me with the ſtrongeſt ta 
Demonſtrations of Affection, has con- de 
vinced me afterwards that be had no- l 
thing but an outſide Shew of it, and that N th 
bis Soul was not in the leaſt affected. I 
I have diſcovered that another has ſought N he 
my F riendſhip, with no other View than {at 
to engage my Intereſt ro procure him an N 
"Employ for which he Qlicited. Ano- Wo 
ther has robbed me of my. Miſtreſs lat 
Heart; and another, without being te- th 
ſtrained by the Fear of diſobliging me, ¶ be 
bas endeavoured. to debauch, my Sitter. I th. 
on 


In ſhort, I acknowledge thoſe for my 
Friends no longer whoſe Names * 
o ; | . 
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blotted out, which I had regiſtered upon 


tions of Friendſhip. © © | 
I ran over all the Leaves of the Re- 


giſter with my Eye, and not obſerving 
any Name but what was croſſed out, ex- 


cept five or fix in the two laſt Pages, 


J faid to my Maſter, Really, Sir, at firſt 
I was very much ſurprized to ſee ſo 
| many Friends upon your Regiſter, and 
now I am as much furprized to find ſo 
| few, Perhaps there will be fewer fill 
in a little Time, repli 


he. Thoſe 
whoſe Names are not yet icratched out, 
may poſſibly owe their Diſtinction to no- 
thing elſe but the Shortneſs of our Acquain- 
tance, What a Number of Reflections 


does this furniſh me with, ſaid I! I am 


almoſt ready to believe that there is no- 
thing elſe but falſe Friends in the World. 


There are true ones to be found, replied 


he, but they are very ſcarce, and a thou- 
land People boaſt noWa- days of the 


| Number of their Friends, who have not ®* il 
ſo much as one. I had put all my Re- 
lations upon the Regiſter, looking upon 


them as my chief Friends. Would you 
delicve that I have been forced to blot 
them all out? My Father is the only 
one that has been true to me, notwith= 

Low 5d lin ſtanding 
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have not examined the Leaves of tht 
Regiſter carefully, there are three Names 
i8 
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ſtanding all the Vexation I have given 
enn DG 2 Diem 
Three or four Days after this Conver. 
fation, my Maſter being returned from 
the Town in the Evening, ſaid to me; 
Gonzalez, bring me the Liſt of my Friends, 
I have two Erazements to make, and in. 


tend to ſcratch out an Auditor of th: 


Council of Caſile, and a Knight of A. 
camara; but firſt I ſhould be glad to 
conſult you about it. Theſe two Gentle 
men were the Day before Yeſterday in 
Company, where ſome People railed 
againſt me. The Auditor heard then 
without ſaying a Word in my Behalf, and 
the Knight applauded them. What do you 
think of theſe Friends? I think, Sir, ſaid 


that the Auditor ought to be ſcratched out 


and the Chevalier to be drowned. I amt 
your Opinion, fays Don Henrique, and have 
no Reaſon to fear being thought too nict 
in my Acquaintance by ſtriking them out 
of my Catalogue. | 

I 'am not acquainted, ſaid I, with the 
Perſons whoſe Names are not | crazcd, 
but much fear they will be ſooner 0 
later, for in four or five hundred Pages 
there is not one but has been fo. You 
are miſtaken, ſays the Chevalier, you 


. 
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jn the third Page that never were erazed, 
and probably never will. The firſt is 
that of an old Batchelor, whom I have 
known almoſt thefe thirty Vears; I was 
his School-fellow, and we keep no Se- 
erets from each other; his Intereſt is 
mine, and my Buſineſs is his; I am Ma- 
ſter of his Purſe, and as to his Part all 
my Fortune is at his Diſpoſal. In a Word, 
we live in ſo ſtrict a Friendſhip together, 
that even the Cuſtom of ſeeing each 
other every Day does not diminiſh the 
Strength of it. The ſccond Name is 
that of a German Officer, who was my 
Second in a Duel, and has expoled his 
Life more than once to ſerve me; and 
the Third is that of a very worthy Man, 
io whom I have owed' Money a long 
Time, and he never asks me for it, As 
I was looking at the Names of, theſe / 
three true Friends, I thought I had ob 
ſerved another, which was not effaced. 
but my Maſter made me obſerye that 
the there was a Scratch on it, which his 
ach Pen had not marked fo plainly as the _ 
a others. Sir, ſays I, pray tell me why 
ge that Name is but half ſcratched out, 
(00 there is ſome Myſtery in it, That Man 
you perhaps appears to you to be one whoſe 
Friendſhip you have Cauſe to ſuſpect, 
me and the Uncertainty you ate in of his 
K F real 
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real Sentiments, is the Reaſon that 
you dare not ſcratch him out or put 

r 

No, no, ſays my Maſter, I know what 
to do with him, He is an old Galician 
Licentiate, who left his Native Country 
in his Youth, where he would never 
have been a Prophet, to ſeek his For- ] 
tune at Madrid. I knew him when he 
was almoſt ſtarving; we were intimate ] 
Friends at that Time, and the ſweeteſt / 
Moments we enjoy'd were thoſe we { 
paſſed together. But, continued Don ſ 
Henrique, for” ſome Years paſt he has \ 
taken ſo much Pains to enrich himſelf at a 
Court, that he is at preſent very wealthy. tc 
He avoids all thoſe who knew him be- f. 
fore” his Proſperity, and in all Appear- b. 
ance we ſhall ſee each other no more. m 
What a deplorable Effect is this of the IM vc 
Riches of this World! and with what Ye 
Reaſon does the Philoſopher ſay, that if ſu 
- we Would preſerve our Friends, we ought m 


* 


every Day to pray that they may not be- I no 
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HA r. XII © 2d 
Gonzalez changes his Maſter again, and 
is Page to the Duke d' Oſſuna. 


Plainly foreſaw, - that the Names 

which were not erazed upon our 
Book, would infallibly be ſo, which 
happened accordingly in a Month's Time. 
| have done with the Regiſter, ſaid Don 
Henrique, I will keep no more for the 
ſuture, for I do nothing but write and 
ſcratch - out to no Manner of Purpoſe. - 
You are in the right, Sir, ſaid I, and 
adviſe you at preſent to try your Miſtreſſes, 
to ſee whether you will find them more 
faithful than your Friends. Faith, ſaid 
be, laughing out aloud, I ſhall not get 
much by that. Heark you, my Lad, if 
vou knew the Ladies as well as I do, 
you would not have adviſed me to make ' 
luch'a Trial. Why, ſaid I, laughing in 
my Turn, do you imagine that Lam ig- 
norant how little Streſs ought to be laid 
upon the Friendſhip of the fair Sex? No, 
no, as young as I am, I know it too well. 
That Knowledge has coſt me ſome Pi- 
ſoles indeed, but then it is ſeldom ac- 
quired for nothing. | | 
My Maſter / was ſurprized to hear me 
talk in this Manner, and interrupting me, 
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ſaid, Mcthinks Efevanille, you ſeem to 
be a 3 N A Jr AY Now 
came by this Knowledge. 
this 1 related to him, the 
Hiſtory of Bernardina, with Which he 
was highly. diverted. - Then reſuming 
his ſerious Countenance, he ad viſed mc 
— — penn wry re mak« 
ing amorous Engagements. For my own 
Part, added he, I have been 2 
to: Love, ge ood c d ſo well 
asl yourſclf; but am 10 m upon 
Guard at preſent, that I can look — 
the moſti dangerous Beauties with ſaſety, 
which is a Proof that we become Slaves 
to che Ladies only when we pleaſe. 
Though the Chevalier was: perſuaded 


Friendſhip for him were not bis real 
Friends, yet he lived with them as if 
they bad: been ſo; he took 4 Dinner 
with chem, and ſometimes gave them 
Supper at his own Hauſc. Among thoſe 
who: 3 ms * Nach 
Dall, a worthy young Fellow, and 
Gentleman to the Dake: J C finn. T bis 
atvito: took: a Pleafure in addreſſing 
his: Diſcourſe to me, that he might o- 
blige me to talk, and + ah{wered him 


tte more. readily, becauſe my-Maiter,, jn- 


eee ily coconegaliions 
„ au 89 | an 


* 
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that: thoſe Perſons: wo expreſſed 10 
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any Diſcourſe that tended to the Diyer- 
fion of the "Company. OD 

One Evening in particular, Thad a few 
Flights of Wit, with-which my "Maſter's 
Gueſts were ſo well pleaſed, ' that they 


began to commend me. Every Body 
praiſed me, but eſpecially Sniu¹iν, who 


could not forbear faying that I was worth 


reſenting to the Duke O; adding 
Farther; that this Lord, who loved People 


that are merry, would be extroamly 
pleaſed to have a young Marr of Een 


#ille's'Charaftcr in the Number of his 
e 

Dow Henrique de Bolagnos took up the 
Diſcourſe, and faid to Don Fofeph; Nor- 
withſtanding my Affection for Gonzales, 


I conſent to be deprived of him for the 


fake of his being the Puke Ons 
Page. If fo, replied .Quivilto, let Ef- 


damlle come to me To-morrow Morni 
at the Duke's Levee, and 1 will unter- 


take the reſt. Though I was heartily 


glad to be a Nobleman s 11 J was art- 


ſul enough to conceal my joy, and even 
affected ſo. great an Indifference in the 
Affair, that Don Henrique asked me, he- 
ther ] had any Averſion to the Place 
that was propoſed. I anſwered him cooty, 
that I had not; bat that being ſo moch 


devoted to himſelf -a3 I was, I cogId'not 


F 3 leave 
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leave him without Conceru. The whole 
Company applauded my Anſwer, which 
made me paſs in their Opinion for ; 
good -tempered Lad. My Maſter wa 
deceived by it as well as the reſt, and 
replied to me, Gonzalez, I ſhould think 
I made an ill uſe of your Zeal, if I pre- 
vented your going into the Duke's Ser- 
vice: That Lord will infallibly make 
vour Fortune... I am not yet with him, 
Sir, ſaid I, inte rru ing him, who knons 
What may happen? Perhaps I may not 
have the good Fortune to pleaſe him; 
and indeed this was all I apprehended, 
being afraid that I ſhould not be alen 
enough to be one of his Pages, not with- 
ſtanding my brisk and wanton Air. 


* 


I repaired accordingly the next Mor- 


ing to the Duke JOfſuna's Palace, where 
I met Oaivillo, who waited for me with 
Impatience to tell me the good | News: 

* Gonzalez, ſaid he, you now belong to 
. this Family ; upon my Deſcription of you 
_to my Lord, he receives you into the 
Number of his Pages, and has ordered 
me to dreſs you as ſoon. as poſſible in his 
_Eivery. And then conducted me to the 
Steward, who immediately ſent for a 
Taylor to take Meaſure of me; ſo that 
in two Days Time I was in a Condition 
co appear before his Grace, whoſe fir 
l | Queſtion 
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Queſtion to me was, Honeſt Friend, do 
ou think you can make a good Page? 
Why not, my Lord, ſaid I, I made a 
good Footman, and believe one is not 
more difficult than the other. Vou are 
in the right, ſaid he, with a Smile, and 
then turning himſelf to Qui villo, he ſaid, 
I have a good Opinion of this Lad, and 
believe he will make an excellent Page. 
Iwo or three; ' Sicilian Lords came 
into the Room at that Inſtant, which 
was the Reaſon I had no farther Con- 
verſation with my Maſter, So I left 
bim with them, and. went to join my now 
Comrades. 


K CHN F. Xp: 
e Duke d'Oſſuna is appointed Viceroy of 
Sicily; he /eaves Madrid to go and em- 

bark at Barcelona, from whence he re- 

pairs to Genoa, and from thence to 

Naples. 


IHE Duke dOſuna had not been 

long returned from Handers, 
- Where he had done conſiderable Service 
to the State; he was juſt created Lord 
of the Bedchamber, and one of the four 
Councellors in the Council of Portugal; 
but theſe two Poſts did not ſatisfy, his 


as » 
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Ambition. He lay in wait for the Co. 
yernment of Sicily, which was _ the 
Point of being vacant, the Duke de T han- 
riſands Time, who was then Governor, 
being almoſt expired. e 5 
I be Duke 4 Oſuna aſpired at this Go- 
1 — two Reaſons: F * 
be might have an Opportunity of form- 
ing Tome grand . —— againſt the 
' 'Furks; and ſecondly, becauſe the Go- 
vernment of Naples was generally given 
tothe Viceroy of Sicily upon his leaving 
that Government. He obtained his De- 
ire; the Duke d'Uzeda his Friend, and 
Favourite to Philip the Third, got him I 
prefered before all his Competitors, and 
procured him that Poſt, which was cer- 
rainly more proper for him than any 
other they could have choſen. This 
Lord, upon his Remonſtrances to the 
Council, bad Leave always to keep a 
mall Fleet in the Ports of Sicily, well 
manned, to give Chace to the Turks; 
and he was to _ a Part of the Ro- 
venue of that I — for that Purpoſe. 
They even doubled his Salary, that hc 
might be in a better Condition to execute 
his Deſigns. OS | 
- When he had received his Commiſſion, 
- appointing; him Viceroy, he immediately 
began to make Preparations for his De- 
EA 5 5 parturc 
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. which being over, he took the 


oad to Barcelona, with Prince Philibert 
of Savoy, Who was lately created General 


of the maritime Forces in Spain, and 
who had Orders to embark along with 


him. But as they could not both pur- 


ſue the ſame Road with all their Atten- 


dants without Inconveniency, Inns being 
very thin upon the Road, and Proviſions 


very ſcarce, they divided their Retinue 
into two Bodies. The Prince, the Duke, 
and the Ducheſs his Spouſe, and Don 
_ Telles Giron their Son, accompanied 

y twenty-five Domeſticks only, repaired 
to Barcelona, while the reſt of their Ser- 


I was among thoſe who did not accom- 
pany the Duke, and had a great Share of 
the Fright occaſioned us by a curſed Cor. 
fair of who met us going out of 
the Gulph of Alicant. We were refolved 
to defend ourſelves, though he was 
the ſtrongeſt ; but after a Quarter of 
an Hour's Engagement, he made him- 
ſelf Maſter of our Veſſel, and loaded 


us with Chains. What a Misfortune was 


this to People who were going in a Sort 
of Triumph to Barcelona, and were in 
ExpeQation of making their Fortunes in 
Stetly, All the fine Hopes we had con- 


ceived were vaniſhed. The Barbarians 


F 5 were 


vants, with the Baggage, arrived at a Port 
near Aljcant, and embarked to join them. 
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were. carrying us into 'Slavery to their 


_ -own Country, inſulting our Sorrow, and 


laughing at our Diſappointments, when 
they fell into the Hands of Don Antoni 
ds Terracuſo off of Carthagena, who was 

bringing ten Spaniſh Galleys from Cadiz 
to Barcelona, for the Embarkation of the 
Prince and the new Viceroy. Our Veſſel 
was retaken, with all our Effects on board, 
and the victoriouserracuſo conducted us to 
Barcelona, with two Galliots taken from 
the Pirate, laden with Slaves and Booty. 
Me ſtaid but few Days at Barcelona, 
and embarked for Genoa, where we no 
ſooner. arrived, but Prince Philikert leſt 
us, to go and ſee his Father the Duke of 
Sawy at Turin, where he expected him. 
All the Nobility of Gesca, having any 
Eſtates in Sicily, paid the Duke extraor- 
dinary Honours, Who received conſider- 
able — =] both from the Senate and 
the Merchants, trading with the S 
cilians. While we were at Genoa, the 
Count de Lemos, who. was at that Time 
Viceroy of Naples, ſent two of his Gentle- 
men to the Duke O un, to pray him, 
in his Name, to paſs by Naples, to enjoy 
the Pleaſures of that fine City for a tew 
Days, and to confer together upon the 
common Intereſt of the two Kingdoms. 
My Maſter, who deſired nothing better, 
enn 
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and coaſting along the Eccleſiaſtical 
State happily arrived at Naples. —— 
The Count de Lemos gave the Duke, 
and the Ducheſs his Relation, a moſt 
magnificent Reception, ordered them an 
Apartment in the Royal Palace, and en- 
tertained them daily with ſome freſh Di- 
vertion-; ſo that our ax at Naples was 
nothing but a continual Succeſſion of 
Feaſts, Balls, and Concerts, The No- 
bility and the People ſeconding the 
Count's Intention, ſpated no Expence 
to expreſs” their Satisfaction at his- Pre- 
ſence, though they ought ſtill to have 
remembered the Severity of Don Pe- 
dro Girons Government, who was his 
Grandfather, and formerly their Viceroy. 
As much as my Maſter appeared to 
be taken up with Diverſions, he did-not 
forget to procure ſome ſecret Conferences 
with the Count de Lemos, from whence 
he 8 ſuch Lights as proved very 
uſctul to him afterwards. At length 
being obliged to leave Naples, the Count 
ordered his Galleys to convoy us from that 
Kingdom to Palermo, thoſe of Sicily being 
at that Time employed in carrying over the 
Duke de Thauriſano, who was upon his Re- 
turn to Spain, having embarked without 
waiting for his Succeſſor's Arrival. 


End of the FIRST Book, 
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CHAP 1 


Of the Duke d Oſluna's Arrival in Sicily, 
"bis Entry into Palermo, and of the ff 
Fruits of his Government. 


= 2 HE Duke d4'Ofuns ar- 
7 rived at Palermo, * willin 
P to make his Entry with 
Pomp than Expedition, re- | 
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the Fourth he mounted a very fine Horſe, 
and entered at the Sca-Gate, having on 
his Right Hand the Preſident of the grand 
Court, and Don Juan Telles his Son on 
his Left, accompanied by a vaſt Number 
of People on Horſeback richly dreſſed; 
who were preceded by an infinite Num- 
ber of Guards and ſeveral Magiſtrates, 
followed by Pages and Footmen, who 
dazled the Eyes of the Spectators, by the 
Luftre of a rich and ſplendid Livery, 
which he had ordered to be made at 
Cenag. After him came the Vice-Queen, 
who ſat on the back Seat of a fine Coach, 
drawn by fix Horſes, upon the fore Seat 
of which were, the Princeſſes de Butera 
and de Caftel-buono. Next came a Train 
of Coaches filled with the principal La- 
dies of the City, ſeveral Gentlemen, on 
Horſeback, riding by the Sides of che 
Coaches. | 

All the Houſes were adorned with 
Tapiſtry, Foliage, and Pictures, the 
Windows with rich Carpets, and there 
vas ſo vaſt a Concourſe of People in the 
Streets, that all the Inhabitants of the 
Kingdom of Sicily ſeemed to be aſſembled 
at Palermo to honour the Entry of their 
new Viceroy. His Excellency ordered 
fiſteen hundred Crowns to be thrown 
among the People during the a” 


To de HISTORY of 

And he had the Pleaſure, for his Money, 
of hearing the univerſal Acclamation cf, 
Long live his moſt Cut bolick Adajeſty, and the 
Due d' Oſſuna o. Governor, Theſe Ac. 
clamations were ſucceeded by Rojoicings, 


and nothing but Balls, Entertainments, 


Pg 


- 


Tage 
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and Concerts were ſeen for three Days 
But the Duke ſoon let the Sicilians know, 
that he was not come into their Iſland 
to promote Diverſions and Pleaſures, and 
3 meditated ſome important Do- 
Igns . Gier 04d 53-0157 
:- Ihis-/Kingdom really ſtood in need of 
a Viceroy like himſelf, for at that Time 
an immoderate Liberty reigned in Sicih, 
every one lived -according to his own 
Fancy, without fearing the Laws of God 
or Man. The Magiſtrates, - who were 
charged with the Puniſhment of the Guil- 
ty, neglected; their Duty in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that Male factors committed. all Sorts 
of Crimes with Impunity. Nothing was 
heard of but Robberies and Aſſaſſinations, 
according to the Cuſtom of the Country, 
The new Viceroy, to ſtop the Current 
of theſe Diſorders, aud to eſtabliſh Peace 
in Civil Society, ordered a Proclamation 
to be fixed up at the Corners of the Streets, 
importing in Subſtance, That his Catho- 
lick Majeſty being informed of the Out- 
s committed in his Kingdom of Sicih. 
| = wW 
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„I in Defiance of the Laws, was reſolved to 
t put a Stop to them, and to that End order- 
he ed, ſor the Future, that no holy Places 
o W ſhould ſerve as an Aſylum to Male factors, 
ho fled: thither- for Refuge, after: hav- 
s MW ing committed Actions generally wor- 
s MW thy of Death. That by taking this Pri- 
„ vilcge from the Churches, his Majeſty 
d had the more Reaſon to expect, that the 
Barons and others of the Nobility, who 
encouraged: Male factors, would forbear 
granting them their Protection, and eſpe- 


x W cially concealing them in their Houles, 
eto ſcreen them from the Severity of 
„ Jedice. Laſtly, that his Catholick Ma- 
n jeſty aforeſaid, had given ſpecial Power 
d to Don Pedro Giron, Duke d Oſſaua, Vice- 
© wy and Captain- General of Sicily, to e- 
amine and reviſe all Affairs, both Civil and 


Criminal, adjudged or not under the two 
former Governments. 

I ought. not to forget to tell you, that 
it was further declared by this Edict, 
that all thoſe, who ſhould . diſcover to 
the Viceroy any Crimes unknown, or 
which/ could not be proved, though the 
Authors were very well known, might be 
aſſured that their Names would be kept 
ſecret, and that they ſhould be rewarded 
at the Expence of the Perſon convicted, 
or out of the King's Revenue, if the 2 
| V1 
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Was inſolvent. That if, on the Contrary 
Information was given againſt any One 


who refuſed to reveal a Crime, of which 
he had any Knowledge, .* ſhould 
be ſevercly puniſhed : That whoever 
would give Information of any Injuſtice 
committed by Judges or Governors of Ci- 
ties, ſhould be doubly rewarded. The 
wearing of ſhort Wea was alſo pro 
tibired” as Daggers, Pocket-Piſt 
edged Kinves; and the Edict ded 
with an Exhortation to che Guilty, to 
- ſurrender themſelves Priſoners, and to m 
rit a Pardon offered them, or at leak a 
-Diminution of the Puniſhment inflicted by 
the Laws, by a Confeſſion of their Crimes, 
A certain Time was allowed them to ſur- 
render themſelves in, after the Expiration 
of which, the threatned to 
gainſt thoſe did not obe 
utmoſt Rigour, and to uſe all 
for the Seiſure of their Perſos. 
This Declaration made a great Noiſe 
at Palermo,” as well as in all t Cities of 
the Kingdom where it was ſent. Good 
Nen reſoiced at it: Criminals only, and 
the Nobility who concealed them in their 
Houfes, were troubled at it. The Duke, 
Who Judged rig rightly, that the Criminals 
would not quit their Places of Soba. to 
deliver themſelves "P to Juſtice, gave ſuch 
: effectual 
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ecutions, which was ſo ſtrong an Iuſtance 
of his Reſolution, quitted Palermo to view 
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ellectual Orders to diſlodge them, aud 
draw them from the Places where they 
had taken ſhelter, that in; three Months 
Time all the Priſoos in the Kingdom 
were filled. Thinking he ought to thew 
his Severity the fixſt Year: of his Govern- 
ment, he reſolved to begin vigorouſly, ſo 
that he 1 two 1 b — 
for givin uge to Kutyans, hange 

— Thieves, and condemned twelve to 
the Galleys, without , mentioning many 
more who ſuffered ſlighter Puniſhment. 
Meſe Executions, which were performed 
in one Day at Palermo, where for ite 
three or four preceeding Vears hardly ſo 
many had been ſeen, ſtruck a Terror into 
the other Cities, and made the Duke 


| 4Ofung looked upon as à Viceroy ſent 
from Heaven for the Happineſs of the 


Sicili nus. 


F 


ediately after theſe Ex- 


the Fortifications of the Kingdom, and to 
try thoſe Criminals who were ſeized by 


bis Orders. He began by the ſmall City 


of Mont-Real ; from thence he went to 
Gſalu, where finding the Caſtle unprovid- 


ed with Neceſſaries for it's Defence, he 


put the Governor under Arreſt, as like- 
wiſe that of Catania, and turned * 
| une. 
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both out for neglecting to ask the pr: 
ceding Viceroy for Ammunition. H. 
uſed the Governor of the Caſtle of Poi 
in quite another Manner, and increaſe 
- his Salary, as a Recompence for his Car 
in keeping the Citadel well provided, 
His principal View being to provide for 
the Security of the Maritime Fortreſſe 
which were moſt expoſed; he fortified 
them all, to prevent giving the Zurks ar 
Inclination to make a Deſcent. Hen 
was the Place where he ſtaid longeſt, and 
here he cauſed a great Number of M. 
_ --foners to be executed. The Sicilians per- 
ceiving that he was wholly employed in 
© making Powder, Balls, and other warlik: 
Amunition, to fill the Magazines and 


Arſenals which were in need of ie, found 


that his Thoughts were bent upon ſome 
Project of importance, and were further 
a pe uaded of it when they obſerved that 
e ordered ſeveral- new Galleons and 
SGalleys to be made at a very great Ex- 
pence. They imagined that he not only 
propoſed to render Sicily inacceſſible to 
the Turtt; but even to pay the Barba- 
rians a Viſit in their own Ports, and make 
them dread the Arms of King Philip. 
At length the Duke finiſhed his Pro- 
| — by Siracaſa, where he emptied the 
Priſons of the Male factors, and then re- 
1720 "af turned 
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turned to Palermo, where he was receiv- 
ed by the Inhabitants with greater Accla- 
mations than at his Arrival, the People 
being at a Loſs what Honours to pay him 
to expreſs their Satisfaction at his Govern- 
ment. They had indeed Reaſon to do 
ſo, ſince in leſs than fix Months he pu- 
niſhed the Wicked, eſtabliſhed the Au- 
- thority of the Courts of Juſtice, and the 
Tranquility of the Kingdom: Aſter the 
. Viceroy had-cftabliſh'd good Order with- 
in the Iſland, he employ*'d all his Thoughts 
ügainſt the Turks, who making a De- 
ſcent upon it in the mean time, often 
carried away the Inhabitants, burnt 
| ſeveral Villages, and made a terrible 
Ravage upon the Sea Coaſts, He or- 
dered the Commander ot the Sicilian 
Callies, Don Octavio d'. Arragon, to fit out 
lx Gallies and two Galleons; and while 
they were employ'd in this, he made a 
Propoſal to the Grand Duke to come and 
join his Galle ys with thoſe of Sicily. The 
Duke ſent him word that he would fit a 
Squadron out at a certain Time upon an 
Expedition towards Caramania, that the 
Duke 4'Ofſuna might regulate himſelf ac- 
cordingly, and take ſuch Meaſures that 
the Hicilian Gallies might act on their 
Side, and attack the common Enemy at 

the ſame Time. | 1 
| The 
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Ibe Viceroy was very well ſatisfied 
with that: Princes Anſwer, and made all 
Preparations anſwerable for an Armamen 


ſo uncommon in ley where they 
chad rather cwardly beari the Inſults of 
dhe 7; urs, than think of defending them. 
ſelyes againſt them. Theſe Veſſels, which 
had a great Number of the Nobility cn 
board, were ready to leave the 'River, 
under the Command of Don ' O#axic, 
ben they recei vd Advice that thoſe of 

dhe Duke, under the Command of 
is Admiral, had left, the Port of Legbor. 
Theſe tWo Squadrons, endeavouring to 
engage the Turts, as it were out of Emu- 
lation, ſtcer'd a different Way, and act. 
ed ſeparately with equal Succeſs. The 


Nuſcan Admiral went to beſiege the'Cal- 


-iTte of Agrimono, which he carried by 
Storm, though there was a large Gariſon 
in it, and ſet it on Fire after he bad 
made à conſiderable Booty. On the o- 

ther Side, Don Octavio d Arragon ſurpti- 
ſed twelve Jurkiſb Gallies in the Port of 
.Scio, and ſeveral other Veſſels, which 
ſurrender'd without Refiſtance, and wer 
plunder d. When this victorious Com- 
mander came to Palermo, all Honours 
imaginable were paid him by the Vice- 
roy's Order, who would have the Plun- 
der taken from the Turks expoſed to * 

ES lc 
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d Wick view. The Booty was valued at fix 
ul handed thouſand Crowns; and what 
m was the moſt agreeable Sight to the Sa- 
ey ¶ gilians, was, to ſee above ſeven hundred 
or Chriſtian Slaves deliver'd from Slavery, 
n- WF and above three thouſand Turi Who were 
ch made Priſoners. ö 
on The Viceroy diſpos'd of the Effects in 
e, this Manner: He divided it into four 
„Parts; one to ſend to the Court of Spain, 
al ¶ another to be diſtributed to the five prin- 
of if cipal Cities in Sicily, a third as a Reward 
, to the Soldiers and Seamen of the Squa- 
to dron, and the fourth he kept for himſelf, 
which was not the leaſt; but it is un- 
l doubtedly true, that he employed a great 
e Part of it in Alms, and other good Works, 
which gain'd him an univerſal Applauſe. 
i But I muſt check myſelf a little, for 1 
no find that I eficroach upon the Hiſtorian's 
4 Province... It will be {aid that I have un- 
0 WH dertaken to write all the Tranſactions of 
„Leih under the Government of the Duke 
O ſana; when my only Intention was to 
write my own Hiſtory: Therefore leav- 
ing the Publication of this Hero's Ex- 
ploits to better Writers than myſelf, I 
ſtall ſpeak! of him no more, except in 
tuch Affairs as I had fome Share in my- 
ſelf; for I muſt not forget that I pro- 
mis d to entertain you with my own Ad- 
Ventures, CHAP, 


118 - The HISTORY of - 


o * 
4 2 . * . * 7 


—— 


#; 


CHAP. It. 


Of the uſeful Acquaintance Eſtevanille niade, 
and by what lucky Accident be became 


neceſſary to the Viceroy. 


THO? I had the Honour of being 
one of the Gentlemen cs to the 
or it. The 
Poſt I was in is not ſo profitable in great 
Houſes as that of Steward or Intendant. 
I. and my Companions lived well, and 
were maintain'd perfectly well; but we 
had not a Penny in our Pockets. My Ma- 
ter's Charity to the Turks did not paſs 
thro' our Hands; People of greater Diſ- 
tinction than ourſelves had a Share in that 


Viceroy, I was not the richer 


Booty. ! | 


This made me regret the Loſs of my 
Dean, and even of Don Henrique de Bo. 
lagnos. The hundred Crowns a Tear 
which the latter gave me, with fix Rials 
a Day Board Wages, ſeem'd to me pre- 
ferable to the empty Honour of being in 
the Service of a great Man. This was 
what I complained of one Day to Sig- 
mor Quivillo, who was more lucky than 
myſelt, and had made his Fortune on 2 
ſudden, being advanced from Valet de 

Chambre to the Viceroy, to be a le 
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of the Guards. Signior Don Joſeph, ſaid | 
to him, you thought to make my For- 
tune by introducing me to his Excellency, -_ 
and I ought to pay you the ſame Acknows= | 
ledgment as if he had heap'd the greateſt 
Favours upon me ; but between you and 
|. are you not ſurpriz'd at one T hing * 
Since I have been my Lord's Page, he 
has not once condeſcended to honour me 
with his Company in private, notwith- 
ſanding you extolled the Gaiety of my 
Temper ſo much, and are ſenſible that 
N is more pleaſing to him than a 
lively Turn of Converfa tion. 

I am not leſs ſurprized than yourſelf at 
what you tell me, anſwer'd Ousvillo. I 
bare often thought of it, and even with 
orrow; for I would not have you ima- 
pine that I can be ſatisfied when you are 
not. I was the Occaſion of your leaying 
a good Place, and ought to intereſt myſelf 
n what. concerns you. In reality, 1 am 
5 much taken up with your Affairs as y 
Wn ; and to convince you of it, added 
de, I have a Project in my Head of very 
peat Importance to you, and which Will 
Idallibly ſucceed. 1 am intimately ac- 
uainted wich Signior Thomas, firſt Valet 
i Chambre to his Excellency, to whom 
em obliged for, my Lieutenancy. Vou 
ue ſenſible that Servant is his Maſters 

ä 8 Favourite, 


, 
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Favourite, and the Depoſitary of his Se. 
crets; it is to him that the Duke diſco. 
vers his Foibles; it is Signior Thomas 
that governs him. e 
I will ſpare no Pains, continued he, to 
bring you into this Valet de Chambre 
Favour, whoſe' Friendſhip will be very 
ſetviceable to you. It is in his Power to 
ſpeak well of you to his Excellency, to 
give him a good Opinion of you, and to 
procure you an Opportunity of ſpeaking 
to him frequently. This is my Scheme, 
which J aſſure you ſhall ſoon be put in 
Execution, and in a Weck's Time at moſt 
Lexpect to hear that you are in Signior 
Thomas's Favour. Don Joſeph was ſo {ure 
of gaining his Point, that he only wanted 
a private Converſation with the Valet de 
Chambre to engage him to ſerve me. Sig- 
nior Ihomas was a Man of Merit, in 1 
manner born in the Giroz's Family, and 
after having ſerved the tuo late Dukes 
of Oſſuna ſucceſſwely, he brought up our 
Viceroy, and obtained his Favour by com- 
plying with his Humour and Inclinations 
For this Reaſon, I applied myſelf cloſe 
ly to this favourite Domeſtick, and made 
my Court to him in ſuch à Manner tat 
he conceiv*d a real Affection for me in 
ſhort Time. He pxetended to write 5pi- 
" niſh wich the greateſt Elegancy * 
err * 
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and took a Pleaſure in reading his Per- 
tormances to his Friends. 

I believe he would, like Druſs in How 
race, Willingly give a longer Time to his 
Debtors, provided they would have the 
Complaiſance to hear hisW ritings. As ſoon 
as I perceiv d he had that Phrenzy fo com- 
mon to Authors, I did not fail preſſing him 
to read a Part of his Journal to me; for he 
had made one of his Maſter's Campaigns in 
Flanders, and of his Stay at the Archduke's 
Court, and at the ſame Time kept a Jour- 
nal of all that paſſed in Sicily. I found 
Signior Thomas to be a very tedious Au- 
thor, and tho” he wrote well, he made me 
ſuch long Lectures ſometimes, that he 
quite tir d my Patience. However, I ex- 
preſſed a very great Satisfaction at what 
he read, and even imitated Druſo's Debtors, 
by ſtretching out my Neck to hear the better. 

The Journaliſt, charm'd with my Com- 
plaiſance, choſe me for his Confident. E/- 
tenaville, ſaid he to me one Day, you may 
have have obſerved before this Time that 
I had an Eſteem for you: Henceforth I 
mall eſpouſe your Intereſt, and be the Pi- 


lot of your ſmall Fortune. Leave me the 


Care of making you neceſſary to his Excel- 
leney, and depend upon my embracing the 
firſt Opportunity that offers to advance you. 
| carried this News in haſte to Don Foſeph, 
ho was very much wind at 1t, ou 
al 
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faid, Thank God the Face of your Affain 
ischang'd, and Ifhall be no longer uneaſy, 
Signior Thomas can do any thing, and you 
have Room to entertain the ſtrongeſt Hopes, 
Onivillo had very good Reaſon to con- 
8 me upon obtaining his Friend- 
ip, and was ſoon convinced that ] was 
not to blame in my Dependance upon this 
new Friend, who being attacked with the 
Gout, and obliged to 2 his Room, ſent 
for me one Day, and ſaid, Heark you, 
Gonzalez, I promis'd to embrace the 
firſt Opportunity I met with to ſerve you, 
and one offers at preſent which J will not 
let ſlip. The Affair is this; liſten atten- 
tively to what I am going to ſay; your 
own Intereft is deeply engag'd in it. Our 
Maſter the Viceroy, notwithſtanding his 
Gravity, has no Averſion to Love; and 
tho” he endeavoursto make the V icc-Queen 
believe that ſhe has no Rival, he is ſeldom 
Without a Miſtreſs. Ar preſent he is in Love 
with che Baroneſs de Conſa, who is not yet 
18 Vears of Age, and without Diſputc may 
paſs for the greateſt Beauty in S7rily. 
This young Lady has lately loſt her 
Husband, whoſe leaſt Fault was to be fifty 
Years old; he was ſo jcalous, capricious, | 
and whimſical, as to lock uphis Lady, and 
uſe her like a Slave. At preſent ſhe lives 
with her Mother, where the Duke otten 


pays her a Viſit, but with ſo much Secu. 
| * that 
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company my Lord in theſe amorous 
and nocturnal Vifits, which it is improper 


it is impoſſible I ſhould attend him in my 


give you Inſtructions, ſaid he; I would 
my Lord from me; ask him whether he 


turn to receive my Inſtructions. 


Of Eftevanille's priuate Conference with the 


Did not loſe a Moment, but ran imme- 


ſuaded that a Perſon recommended to hien 


Es TEVANILLE GONZALE Z 123 
that her Mother is ignorant of it. I ac 


he ſhould make without Company; and as 


preſent Condition, I have ſubſtituted you 
in my Room. I have mention' d, and an- 
ſwer'd for you to his Excellency, who 
conſents that you ſhould ſupply my Place, 
till I am able to undertake it myſelf. 
Here I interrupted Signior Thomas, to 
return him Thanks for the Preference he 
gave me to ſo many Servants, who would 
gladly have been honour'd with ſuch an 
mploy, and then was willing to be in- 
form'd how I ſhould proceed in order to 
acquit myſelf well. I ſhall take care to 


have you begin by preſenting yourſelf to 
has any Commands for you, and then re- 


" 
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Duke, aud in ohat Manner he ated Sig- 
nior Thomas's Part. is 


1 diately to my Maſter, Who was alose 
in his Cloſet. I enter d boldly, being per- 
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buy his faithful Thomas cou'd not fail of a 
| favourable Reception; and indeed my Lord 
| no ſooner ſaw me, but he ſaid with a 

chearful Air, E/evanille, come hither; 1 
find Thomas has fixed upon you, my Lad, 
to ſupply his Place: This is Recommen- 
dation ſufficient, and a certain Sign of your 
Underſtanding; for he is a good Judge 

of Mankind. | 
Ianſwer'd him, My Lord, he might have 
made a better Choice; but what may com- 
fort your Excellency is, that he may perhaps 
be able to do his Duty in leſs than a Week's 
Time. If he was in a Condition To-mor- 
row, replied the Duke, ſince he has ap- 
pointed you my Confident, you ſhall con- 
cinue ſo; for the poor Man begins to grow 
old and infirm, and wants an Aſſiſtant. 
Give me leave, my Lord, to add, ſaid 1, 
that a Perſon loaded with the . of 
A troubleſome Government, as your Excel- 
lency is, may very well employ two Per- 
ſons to amuſe you after your Fatigues. The 
Viceroy, ſo far. from being offended at my 
Freedom, took the Jeſt in good part, and 
ä E N that he deſign'd toemploy us both. 
Then, on purpoſe to hear me talk, or to 
Judge better of my Underſtanding, he ask d 
me what Maſters I had ſerved. I immedi- 
ately inform'd him, in obedience to his 
Commands; and tho' People never ſpeak 
gxvorſe than when they endeavour to _ 
* 3 9 them - 
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themſelves, I had the good Fortuneto give 
him a Deſcription of my Adventures with 
a Livelineſs that pleaſed him; and he ex- 
preſs'd his Satisfaction afterwards by ſay- 
ing, You ſhall accompany me to Night; 
return to Thomas, and tell him to keep the 
two Friars Habits in Readineſs. 
Ireturn'd to the Valet de Chambre, who; 
upon the Report I made to him of my 
Conference with the Duke, judg'd that I had 
pleaſed his Excellency. This is very well, 
ſaid he; my Lord is ſatisfied with your 
Wit; your Fortune is made, and 1 rejoice | 
at-it as much as yourſelt. Now I muſt tell. 
you what you are to do; you mult be here 
this Evening after the Viceroy:has ſupp'd; 
he will be here himſelf to put on a Friar's 
Habit, in which Diſguiſe he is uſed to go to 
the Baronneſs. You muſt diſguiſe yourſelf 
in the ſame Manner to go out of the Palace 
with him, and take care to bring him back 
before Day. Thave no farther fadtructions 
to give you, and purſuing his Diſcourſe, 
laid, r ſee there is nothing more requi- 
red of you upon this Occaſion than the Art 
of ſerving as a Companion to a Monk. 
I was as punctual as the Duke in going 
to Signior Thomas after Supper ; here we 
took the Habit without Ceremony, and 
being ſo equipp'd that we might paſs for 
Monks going in the Night to confeſs the 
dick, we went out of the Palace by a little 


G 3 Door, 
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Door, -of which no Body but my Lord 
had the Key. His Excellency ſoon con- 
vinced me that he knew the Way to the 
Widow'sHouſe,wherc we preſently arriv'd 
They receiv'd us in the Dark, and as pri- 
vately as if we had cnter'd the Houle of a 
young Maid, who was weary of being ſo, 
and there fore recciv'd herLoverunknown | 
to the Family. Tho' the Baronneſs, who 

a 


Was 2 a Coquet, and very ambi- 
nous, valued herſclf upon her Conqueſt 
ol the Viceroy, ſhe was unwilling how- 
ever that it ſhould be made publick ; but 
this was more for the fake 'of her own 
Reputation than for fear of the Vice- 
Queen's Reſentment. 

Tho Signior Thomas had given me an 
extraordinary Deſeription of the Baronnefs 
e Conſa,” I found her far beyond the Idea 
I had form'd of her, having never ſeen ſo 
beautiful a Lady before. Indeed the was ſo 
richly dreſs'd, that Art contributed as 
much as Nature to the Pleaſure I took in 
admiring her. But notwithſtanding the 
Splendor of her Beaury and Dreſs, the was 
not the only Object of my Admiration, be- 
ing a Shater with Dona Blanca Sorba her 
Mother, who, tho' ſhe was above Thirty, 
might juſtly ſtand in Competition with her 
Daughter. Bianca was the Widow of the 
Accomprant-General of the Royal Patri- 
mony, and lived with the Baronneſs at Pa- 
\ dermo, in a grand Manner. l 
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I thought my only Buſineſs at theſe La- 
dies Houſe was to be as ſilent as a young 
Monk who accompanies his Senior in a 
Viſit. I expected only to act one Character, 
and was oblig'd to act two. While the 
Duke entertain'd himſelf in one Room 
with the Baronneſs, Blanca made me go in- 
to a Cloſet, telling me ſne Wanted to make 
an Acquaintance with me. She was a Wo- 
man far moro lively and witty than Signora 
Dalfa, and of a finer Behaviour. She placed 
herſelf upon a Couch, and made me ſit 
down by her; and our Converſation would 
have been comical enough, if the Lady had 
not poke better Caſilian than I did Italian, 
we ſhould not have underſtood each other, 


but — good Fortune Blancatalk'd Spaniſb 


indifferently well. She began by taking 
Compaſſion upon the unfortunate Thomas, 
who was afflicted with the Gout, and ſeem' d 
to be as ſenſible of the Pains he endur'd, 
as if ſhe had been the Cauſe of them. At 
length changing both her Tone of Voice 
us Diſcourſe, ſhe ſaid to me with a chear- 
ful Countenance, My pretty Lad, make me 
your Confident. How many Conqueils 
have you made ſince you have been at Pe- 
ler, Madam, ſaid I, with the greateſt 
Modeſty, you jeſt with me; I believe 
the $/ci/;an Ladies have too good a Taſte 
to eaſt their Eyes upon a Subject ſo little 
worthy their Attention. 

G 4 | You 
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You ought to have a better Opinion of 
yourſelf, replied the Baronneſs's Mother, 
you are well ſhaped, as appears thro' 
your Diſguiſe, and of that Age which 
renders Men agrecable to the Ladies. Per. 
haps you have already charmed ſome love- 
ly Sicilian without knowing it, whoſe Mo. 
deſty prevents her making a Declaration 
of it. Suppoſe it was ſo, ſaid I, ſmiling, 
I hope the Lady will pardon me, if I make 
an ungrateful Return to the Favours ſhe is 
not pleaſed to declare. Oh !you will ſoon 
know it, ſays Blanca, ſhe will be weary of 
conſtraining herſelf, will acquaint you with 
your Conqueſt, and it will depend upon 
you alone to improve it. 7 

The Baronneſs's Mother expreſſed her- 
ſelf in ſuch a Manner that I _— per- 
ccived ſhe was pleaſed with my Youth, 
and that it depended entirely upon my- 
ſelf to act the ſame Part with her as my 
Maſter acted with her Daughter. I clear- 
ly perceived it, notwithſtanding my little 
Experience, and found myſelf tempted to 
carry on the Matter, but my Courage 
failed me, and the Lady not daring to ot- 
fer me fairer Play that Night, reſerr'd it 
to another Opportunity. 

The delightful Moments which my 
Lord and the young Widow paſſed toge- 
ther ſlipt away in the mean Time, and 


Day-Break drew near, when I went to 
acqualnt 
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acquaint his Excellency that it was Time 
to retire. The two Lovers parted not 

without Reluctance, tho” they ought to 

have been ſatisfied with the Pleaſures 

of the Night. When JI took Leave of 

Blanca, I kiſſed one of her lovely Hands, 

to repair the Affront offered her Charms 
bymy Baſhfulneſs, and then going quietly 
from the Widow's, we returned to the Pa- 
lace. 


CHAP. N. 

The Converſation between Eſte vanille and 
Thomas the next Morning : Of the Duke 
D*Offuna*s extraordinary Decree, and tbe 
x Conſequences of that Decree to Gon- 
zalez. 


\ E went immediately into Thomas's 


V Room, to ſtrip ourſelves of our 
* Habits, after which the Duke retired 
8 into his Apartment to repoſe himſelf. For 
0 my part, I went into my Room with the 


8 lame Deſign, though I had not ſo much 
- Occaſion tor Repoſe as his Excellency. 

My firſt Care the next Day was to re- 
pair to my, Friend Thomas, who appear'd 


y very impatient at my Arrival, to know 
5. what paſſed the Night before at the La- 
dies. He asked me the Particulars, and 


I gave him an Account of every Circum- 
wt 18 G 5 ſtance. 
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ſtance, being under too many Obligations 


to him to be ſilent; and befides, I Was na- 
turally otherwiſe. As he happened to be 
particularly curious to know in what man- 
ner Blanca received me; I frankly told 
him the whole Conference we had toge- 
ther, and expatiated much more upon it 


rtioularly he was concerned. [ 
even added fome gay Flouriſhes of m 
own, imagining I ſhould not have done 
„ to my own Merit, if I kept ſtrict- 
y to the Truth, = | 

I was at this Time ignorant that Tho- 
aus was in love with this Lady; and you 
may judge from thence of the Pleaſure he 
had to hear me. Every Term Iemploy'd 
to expreſs the Marks of Tenderneſs I had 
received from her, were as many Stabs 
with a Poignard to thatpoor Man. As he 
liſtened to my Diſcourſe, he ſometimes made 
ſtrange Grimaces, which I naturally attri- 
bured to the Gout, though it was the pure 
Effects of his Jealoufy ; but the more he 
ſuffer'd by the Recital, the more he ſcem- 


ed ſatisfied with it. I congratulate you, 


Gonzales, ſaid he, forcing a Laugh, I con- 
gratulate yon upon having inſpired ſo 
charming a Lady with Love. Though 
Blanca 1s a little ſuperannuated, ſhe 1s 


very amiable, and I am glad you have 


picaſed: her Taſte: I would adviſe you not 
E 1775 - Ys to 


than Þ ſhould have done, had I known. 
how pa 
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to be ſearſul when you ſee her again; the 
Ladies are not angry when Men they love 


are unreſerved upon ſuch Occaſions. 


The jealous Thomas, when he gave me 
this Advice, was reſolved to prevent me 
from following it, and in a few Days let 
me know 1 was his Rival. The Duke 
had a fancy to return to the Baronneſs, 
and Thomas, though he was not perfectly 
ly recovered, had the honour to accom- 
pany his Excellency. Then I perceived 
the Fault I had committed, and drew an 
ill Preſage from it. Ah! poor Wretch, 
faid I ro my ſelf, what haſt thou done: 
What Demon, Enemy to thy Fortune, has 
egged thee on to rum thyfelf? Do not 
imagine, that Thomas will pardon thee - 
the Crime of having pleaſed his Miſtreſs. 
Depend no more upon his Friendfhip, he 
will not be a Mecenas to thee any longer. 
If he is generous enough not to ſeck to 
hurt thee, he will not be generous enough 
to ſerve thee. | | 

In this manner T reproached myſelf with 
my Indifcretion. And my Rival the Day 
after his Interview with Blanca was more 
diſcreet than myſelf. He did not men- 
tion a Word to me of that Lady, nor al- 
ter his Behaviour to me in the leaſt; he 


always received me handſomely when I 


went to fee him, and ſnewed me the fame 
Friendſhip he had done before. And e- 
ven 
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ven affected to let me accompany his Ex- 


cellency when he ſtole trom his Pa- 


lace at Night to mix among the People, 
and to hear their Opinion in Palermo of 


his Government; for the Barronneſs de 


Conſa was not always the Occaſion of his 


nocturnal Sallies. The Duke, contrary to 


what had been done by any former Vice- 
roy, oſten diſguiſed himſelf in the Habit 
of a Soldier, Sailor, or Beggar. He tra- 
velled through the Streets in this Diſ- 
guile, and entertained himſelf with the 

opulace, and gave them an Opportunity 
of ſpeaking well or ill of him as they 
thought fit. 


I will not decide whether this Conduct 


vas to be blamed or commended ; but am 
* La that I would willingly have 
reſigned my Place one Night to Mr. 
Thomas. The Duke having joined a 
Parcel of Scoundrels, who were met to 
make themſelves merry, took upon him- 
ſelf to cenſure ſome of their Actions, to 
hear what they would fay. He had no 
ſooner done it, but three or four of them, 
who perhaps knew him, fell upon us, and 
beat us heartily as Enemies to the Go- 
vernment; with Difficulty we eſcaped out 
of their Clutches, and the Viceroy never 
boaſted of this Adventure. 


I was now one of his truſty Servants, 


and only forbid Biancas Houſe, Thomas, 
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whoſe Jealouſy had cured. him of the 
Gour, took particular care that I ſhould 
not return, and by good Fortune I was in- 
different, having more Inclination to pre- 
ſerve the Valet de Chambre's Friendſhip, 
than to mind the Favours of his Miſtreſs, 
and the re fore devoted myſelf to him more 
than ever; and though I could not with all 


| my Endea vours make him forget the un- 


happy Report I had made to him, I ob- 
liged him at leaſt to ſeign it. He ſcemed 
to love me more than ever, and I was ex- 
traordinarily delighted, thinking, as he 
was ſatisfied to have removed me from 
Blanca, he had nothing in his Heart againſt 
me. 

I was now perfectly eaſy as to Thomas, 
when a young Merchant of Palermo ac- 
coſted me one Day in the Street, and ſaid 
to me with a ſorrowtul Countenance, Pray 
dir excuſe the Liberty I take to ſtop you; 
ſee by your Habit that you are one of the 
Viceroy's Pages, and ſhould be glad to 
have a Quarter of an Hour's Converſation 
with you, to communicate an Affair to you 
of very great Importance. If you are wil- 


ling to embrace the Opportunity of ob»: 


liging an honeſt Man, I beg you would 
take the Trouble to follow me. I anſwered 
bim, that he could not have applied to a 
kerſon better diſpoſed than myſelf to ob- 
lige his Neighbour. Upon this, he con- 

ducted 
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ducted me to a Houſe which appeared to 
belong to a Perſon in eaſy Circumſtances, 
and introduced me to a Room where there 
was an old bedridden Man, and point- 
ing to him, ſaid, Sir, you ſee my Fatherin 
a Condition which deſerves Compaſſion. 
He is fallen ill with Grief at being cheat- 
ed by a Merchant who has ran away with 
ten thouſand Crowns which were depoſited 
in his Hands, and we are ruined for ever, 
unleſs we can find ſome Body who has In- 
tereſt enough with the Viceroy to engage 
him to take Cognizance of the Affair. 
You know very well, ſaid I, that m 

Lord is of eaſy Acceſs, yery mild and at- 
fable, and hears the Complaints that are 
made to him patiently. However, tho 


to him, I offer you my Service. I am per- 
his moſt favourite Page; acquaint me 
therefore thoroughly with your Affair, and 
will take care to have Juſtice done you 
by his Excellency. When J had uttered 
theſe Words, the Father and Son returned 
me thanks, and finifhed their Compliments 
with a Promiſe of 200 Piſtoles. Softly, 
Gentlemen, ſaid I, know that the Vice- 
roys Servatits are forbid taking the leaſt 
Preſent from any Body, who is under an 
Obligation to them, and that under the Fe- 
naley of being difcarded, after undergoing 

æ ſevete Puniſnment : Which was too "= 
h the 


have no occaſion to be recommended 


Fifer Scarmati, and 
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the Duke having declared it in expreſs 
Terms to all his ſticks, 'This Injunc- 
tion is too rigid, faid the old Man, how 
then ſhall I have the Opportunity of ſhew=- 
ing that I am not ungrateful? It is a Mor- 
thcation to be incapable of acknowledg- 
ing a Service done only in Thought. A 
Spaniſo Bene factor, I replied very haughti- 
y, defires no more. Pray let ſuperffuous 
Diſcourſe alone, and let me know in what 
Manner y6u'was cheated. Then the old 
Merchant began, and gave me the follow- 
ing Particulars: 

My Name is Giannetno. Tam the Son of 
an Attorney, who died rather poor than 
nich, after taking abundance of Pains in 
his Life- Time, which muſt be attributed to 
his extraordinary Impartiality and ſcrupu- 
lous Integrity. After his Death, -I had 
the good Fortune to marry a Widow with 
twelve thouſand Crowns; ſo that by 
joining my ſmall Fortune to hers, I lived 
a comfortably as any Body in Palermo, 
and have ſtill the Reputation of being 
aly in my Circumſtances; but ſhall ſoon 
be looked upon as one of the moſt miſera- 
ble in this City, and muſt be ſo in reality, 
i loſe the Action entered againſt me 
this Day, the Subſtance whereof 1s as fol- 


low. | 


Abour fin Months age, Che Aue, 
ICC 
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three Merchants and my Acquaintance, 
came to my Houſe with a Notary and ten 
- thouſand Crowns in Gold. We have choſe, 
ſaid they, to depolite this Money in your 
Hands, till we have the Opportunity of 
pn it on board a Ship, and in the mean 
ime deſire you would keep it, giving us a 
Note under your Hand not to deliver 
it to any of us three, but in the Pre- 
ſence. of the other two, which Engage. 
ment I entered into by an Inſtrument drawn 
up by the Notary, that we all ſigned. I 
ully preſerved what was depoſited in 
my Hands to give the three Partners when. 
ſoever they ſhould require it, but a few 
Days ago Jeremy Avellino came at Night 
and knocked at my Door, which bc- 
ing opened, he came into my Room in 4 
hurry and ſaid, Signior Giaunetino, I hope 
the Importance of my Buſineſs will plead 
my Pardon for diſturbing your Reſt. My 
two Partners and myſelf have received li- 
formation that a Genoeſe Veſſel laden with 
choice Goods will ſoon arrive at Aena, by 
which a conſiderable Profit may be made, il 
we are expeditious, and have reſolved to 
employ the ten thouſand Crowns belonging 
to us in your Hands, Pray make haſte and 
deliver it to me, my Horſe is at the Door, 
and I am impatient to be at Meſſina. = 
Signior Avellino, ſaid I, perhaps you have 
forgot that I cannot deliver it — No, Fry 
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faid he, interrupting me, I remember very 


well it is expreſſed in the Inftrument, that 
you ſhall not deliver the Money unleſs the 


three Partners are preſent, but Azarin; and 
Kannati are ill, and could not come with me. 
They deſire, as well as myſelf, that you 
would not have any Regard tothat Condi- 
tion, but deliver me the Money inſtantly, 
Time being precious, I believe you would 
not make us loſe ſo fair an Opportunity, by 
a Difidence that would break in upon our 
Friendſhip. Therefore I beſeech you to 


make haſte, added he, I am in Pain leſt I 


ſhould arrive too late at Mejna: Heaven, 
which without doubt privately inſpired me, 
made me conſider of it a long Time, but 
Arelli no, that Rogue Avellino, intreated me, 
preſſed me, and tormented me to that de- 
gree, that he conquered my Reſiſtance, and 


I had the Weakneſs to deliver him the 


Money, which he carried off. |; 
When the old Man had finiſhed his Diſ- 
courſe, which put him in mind of his Impru- 
dence, he could not forbear ſhedding a tew 
Tears. I was moved to Compaſſion at them, 
and to comfort him, ſaid, My Lord Duke's 
Power is extenſive, and Avellino will hardly 
eſcape him. Avellino, ſaid the Merchant's 


Son, is far enough from hence at preſent, 


and what is worſt of all, is, that Azarins 
and Scannati were no ſooner acquainted 
with their Partner's Roguery, but they fell 

| upon 
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upon my Father, demanding the Money 
they had depoſited in his Hands. This Af. 
fair will be determined in rwo Days, and in 
all Appearance the Judges will condemn 
im to pay the Plaintifts the ten thouſand 
Crowns. That's not yet decided, laid I, and 
Imake no doubt, when the Viceroy is in- 
gen of all the Circumſtances mo Caſe, 
as he will this very , bat he will t 
it himſelf. 7 2 9 
I really made a faithful Report of the 
Whole to his Excellency, who told me, 
when he had heard me with Attention, and 
_ ſmiling at his-own Thought, I will give a 
— roy in this Cauſe chat will make a 
oiſe in the World; and the next Day 
furnmoned-the' Parties before him. He or- 
dered the Plaintiffs to ſpeak firſt, and when 
they had pleaded their Cauſe, he addreſſed 
himſelf to-the Defendant, and ſaid, Giau- 


neti no, What Anſwer have you to make you 


Adverfaries? None, my Lord, faid Gianne- 
Tino, ſhrugging his Shoulders, and lcaning 
down his Head. He is in the Right, Gen- 
tlemen, replied the Duke, fixing his Eyes 
upon Azarin; and Scannati, he has no An- 
ſwer to make yon, but agrees to all you 
have ſaid, and is ready to deliver the ten 
thouſand Crowns you have depoſited in his 


Hands. But asthis cannot be done accord- 
ing to the Inſtrument paſſed between you, 


unleſs the three Partners are preſent, bring 
2 | Avellino 


2 
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Arellino to Palermo and you ſhall receive 
them. | 
2 This Sentence of the Duke POſſuns's 
i WF ade the whole Audience laugh when he 
7 pronounced it, and became the Subject of 
d Converlation in Tai). GSianmetino and hisSon, 
” WW bo thought themſclves infallibly ruined, 
before, overjoyed to be caſed of this Per- 
T bpexity, as an Acknowledgment invited me 
to Dinner, and when we had dined, ſpread 
the rwo hundred Piſtoles before me, Which 
they had offered, and I had re fuſed. What a 
Sight was this! They began to preſs me to 
accept of them, proteſting; that no Body 
ſhould know it. Oh ! the Weakneſs of Man- 
kind! they preſented them to me fo-often, 
urged me fo- ſtrongly, and in fo many dif- 
ferent Manners, that I Was obliged to re. 
ceivxe them. They were in a fine Purſe, 
which 1 por into my Pocket, aud we agreed 
very well together afterwards. 

I was however, a little uneaſy when I 
begun to reflect that the Duke would not 
have a ſhameful Trade made of his Favours 
in his own Houfe. But I imaginedthis little 
Catch would not come to his Knowledge, 
and indeed the two Giannetino s would ne- 
ver have ſpoken of it, if his Excellency had 
not ſent for the Father three Days aſter, to 
as him before me, whether he had not 
made me a Preſent. 'The old Man, who was 
at Enemy to Falſhood, and afraid ** 
| / ro 
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clare the Truth, leſt it ſhould do me a Pre. 
judice, was in Confuſion at the Queſtion, 
While I perceived I was undermined. Don't 
conceal any Thing from me, ſaid the Duke 
to him, with a haughty and threatning Air, 
I order you under the Penalty of my Dif. 
- pleaſure to inform me what Gratuity C. 
_ zalez has received of you. The Merchant 
knowing the Viceroy to be a Man before 
whom it was dangerous to ſay a Falſhood, 
owned he had given me two hundred Pi- 
ſtoles, adding toexcuſe me, that his Son and 
himſelf had obliged me to accept of them, 
I don't blame you, replied the Duke, for 
offering him the Money; but he ought not 
have taken it, knowing how ſcrupulous 
am in that Affair, and had even forbad it. 
This is what I cannot pardon him. 
Aſter he had talked in this Manner, he 
turned himſelf towards me, and asked me 
where the two hundred Piſtoles in Queſtion 
were. They are in my Room, my Lord, ſaid 
I, juſt as they were given me. Well, ſaid he, 
o and fetch them this Inſtant. I obeyed 
um, and when I had brought him the Purſe, 
he put it into one of his Gentlemen's Hands, 
ordering him to go and diſtribute the Mo- 
ney to the Poor, who alone ought to reap 
the Benefit of Ciannetino s Imprudence. As 
to you Gonzalez, continued he, you may go 
where you pleaſe, I have no farther Service 
for you, and forbid you ever to ſet yout 


Foot: 
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Foot in my Palace. I immediately threw 
myſelf at the Duke's Feet, thinking to move 
his Compaſſion; but this Submiſſion would 
rot do, for he darted an angry Look up- 
on me, and then turned his Back. 

{ ran that Moment to Thomas and with 
my Face bathed in Tears, told him of my 
Diſgrace, who ſeemed to be concerned at 
i, and promiſed his Endeavours to appeaſe 
his Excellency, No Body without diſpute 
could do 1t better than himſelf, and would 
have ſucceeded had he undertaken it; but 
being more jealous than generous, he ſe- 
eretly rejoiced at my Misfortune, and took 
care not to intercede in my behalf. He 
perſuaded me however, that he had uſed 
his utmoſt Endeavours to obtain my Pardon. 
I tave repreſented to my Lord, faid he, all 
chat could poſſibly excuſe you, and told him 
that I was as much concerned for you as if 
ou had been my own Son, in ſhort, I 
i4 Wiparcd no Pains to reſtore you to his Favour, 
ze; ¶ vithout being able to ſucceed. He ſeemed 
ed inexorable, and even told me, that it was 
ſe, Nen extraordinary Indulgence to have turn- 
4% Ned you out of Doors only, and that you 
lo- deſerved to have been more ſeverely treat- 
ed. My dear Gonzalez, added he, embrac- 
ing me, my Griet is inexpreſſible that I 
could not prevail upon his Grace on this 
veeaſion, notwithſtanding my Aſcendant 
ver him. This treacherous Valet de —_— 

N 7 Tg, 
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bre, the better to convince me of his Sin. 
cerity, and the Friendſhip he always hag 
for me, offered me a Purſe with twenty 
Piſtoles, which I did not refuſe, having 
loſt all hopes of ſtaying with the Vicerq, 
Before I lett the Palace, I went to tale 
leave of Qurvillo, who had heard of my 
Misfortune. Friend Eftevanille, ſaid he, x 
ſoon as he perceived me at a Diſtance, | 
know the whole Affair, my Lord himſelf 
witch whom I have juſt parted, has told m 
all that paſſed. I endeavoured to excul 
you in vain, and could not prevail upon hin 
to revoke the Sentence pronounced again 
you, and am- heartily ſorry for it. Don J. 


[ſepb and myſelf parted in a very tender 

Manner; but I ought to tell you at th: 

ſame Time that to moderate my. Grief h 
gave me a hundred Piſtoles from his H 
cellency, with which 1 retired more tha | 
half comforted at my Misfortune. 1 
— 1 3 Ol 
CHAP V. 


-Bywhat Accident, and with what Doſ gu, Et 
vanille was Journeyman to an Apothecar 
-' and of the happy Effect of a Miſtake he 
'— inthe Trade. 1 
HE firſt Perſon I met going out 
1 the Viceroy's Palace, was Gianna 
10's Son. 1 was looking for you, {aid 15 

c 
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deſire that you would accept of a Lodging 
at my Father's Houſe. It is but rcaſonable 
that a Man who has ſuffered by doing us 
Service, ſhould at leaſt find us ſenſible of 
his Diſgrace. I did not ſuffer him to ask 
me a ſecond Time, but went directly home 
with him, where I was received by the Fa- 
ther and the Son with all poſſible Marks 
of Acknowledgment and Frinedſhip. 
Ihad lived with them about a Fortnight, 
when the old Man ſaid to me, My dear 
Gonzalez, I look upon you as my Son, and 
am reſolved to ſet you up at Palermo. I 
have had a Thought of placing you with an 
old Apothecary, who is my Relation, 
and what's ſtill more one of my beſt Friends. 
He will inſtruct you in Pharmacy, and as 
| ſoon as you know the Buſineſs, you ſhall 
marry his only Daughter Violetta, who, to 
ſpeak 'T'ruth, is not a perfect Beauty; bur, 
belides her being agrecable, the paſſes for 
one of the moſt virtuous Girls in Palermo, 
and moreover will have a good Fortune 
after her Father's Death. Come, ſaid he, 
conſider of it: If this Marriage is agreeable 
to you, and you have no Averſion to the 
Trade, I Will propoſe it to my Relation, 
[ defired twenty four Hours of Granne- 
tino to conſider of it, and made all the Re- 
flections I could in chat Time both tor and 
agaiuſt it, There were ſome Moments 
& 8 wherein 
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wherein the Thoughts of Clyſters and De. 
coctions, gave me ſome Averſion to Phar. 
macy ; and at other Times 1 found no- 
thing that gave me a Diſguſt to it, thinking 
it preferable to Surgery. If I had aban- 
doned Surgery, faid I, the Reaſon was, 
becauſe a Heart of Steel is neceſſary to 
perform chirurgical Operations with Dex. 
terity; but it is not the ſame with an 
Apothecary, who has no Occaſion for Cru- 
elty to make his Compoſitions, After I had 
thoroughly weighed the Matter, I deter- 
mined to anſwer Giannetino's good Wiſhes 
for me, and the generous Sicilian only 
waited for my Reſolution to ſpeak to the 
old Apothecary, who approved of his De- 
ſign. | 
51 went then to live with my future Fa- 
ther- in- Law, whoſe Name was Andreu 
Potoſchi. He was a Man of conſummate 
Underſtanding in his Profeſſion, a good 
Chymiſt, and a ſtrict Obſerver of Nature, 
and had made ſeveral curious Diſcoye- 

ries. He had many Secrets of Uſe to the 
Ladies; and among others, that of giving 
them an admirable Complexion by Means 
_ of a Water he had invented : He had the 
Art of making the Wrinkles of old Age 
diſappear by Pomatums, and to make a new 
 4mooth Skin grow upon the Face of agreat 
Grandmother. Having a Deſign to give me 


his 
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his Shop as ſoon as I marricd his Daughter, 
he wholly applied himſelf to my Jnftruc- 
tion, and firſt taught me to pound Drugs in 
2 Mortar with a very good Air, and to give 
a Cliſter properly. Potoſchi found me of a 
happy Diſpoſition to make a good Apothe- 
cary, and if he took Pains to inſtruct me, 
I uſed my utmoſt Endeavours to improve 
by his Leſſons. 

Methinks I hear a merry Reader ſay in 


this Place, Signior Gonzales, you don't 


tell us all; but we caſily gueſs why you 
had the Trade ſo much at Heart. The 
Beauty which was to be the Fruit of your 
Labour, excited you to work. I agree to 
it, the lovely Violetta ſeemed to me the 
beſt Reward they could have propoſed to 
animate me to make a Progreſs in Phar- 


| macy. She was between twenty two and 


twenty. three Years of Age, very agreeable 
in her Perſon, extremely witty, and re- 
ſerved in her Behaviour, which. is very ex- 
traordinary in Sicily, where the Women 
generally are impudently coquettiſh- She 
lived fince the Death of her Mother, I 
would ſay, for ten Years paſt, under the 
Care of an old Governante, I was how= 
ever upon ſuch a Footing in the Family, 
that I had the Privilege of Vjoletta's Con- 
verſation ;_ but our Behaviour was full-of 
Reſpect on one Side, and Modeſty on the 
TEEN LH) other, 


146) The HISTORY of 
other, or to ſpeak more juſtly, I was too 
fearful to ask, and the Lady too virtuous 
to begin. | 
Potoſchi's Reputation was ſo well eſta. 
bliſh'd, that no 1 at Palermo was 
more employ'd. He was ſent for to all 
Parts of its own, and being incapable of 
doing his Bufineſs himſelf, he often ſent 
me in hisStead; inſomuch that I was called 
his truftyServant in thoſe Houſes where he 
ſent me. As I happened to be one Day a- 
lone in the Shop, a Woman came to en- 
2255 for the Maſter of the Houſe. Madam, 
id I, he is in the Town, but J can do 
as well as himſelf, if you pleaſe to tell me 
Four Buſineſs. Since it is ſo, I muſt tell 
Jou, that the Baronneſs de Conſa, my Mil- 
treſs, deſires Siginor Potoſchi to come and 
ſee her to Night. That is enough, Madam 
ſaid I, he will not fail to go: Upon which 
the Abigail did not ſtay to talk with me, 
but abs me a Curteſy, and went out of 
the Shop. kt 
The Apothecary returned ſoon after, 
who had been to carry a Powder he had 
22 for an old Preſident, who was to 
married in two Days to a young Girl of 
Fifteen. Sir, ſays I, the Baronneſs de Conſa 
expects to ſce you in the Evening. Potoſchi 
ſmiled at what I told him in ſuch a Man- 
ner as made me believe there was ſome 
"Las. | | Myſtery 
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Myſtery in ir. We lived together with that 
Familiarity, that I made no Scruple to ask 
him, why he ſmiled at the Name of the 

Baronneſs. Son-in-Law, ſaid he, for now 
he called me by no other Name, though. 
you have been the Viceroy's Page, I will 
venture a Wager you are ignorant that La- 
dy is his Miſtreſs. Have a care, con- 

tinued he, not to reveal what I am going. 
zo tell you. The Diſcretion of Apotheca- 
ries as well as Surgeons, ought to be proof 
againſt all Temptations; but we may truſt: 
one another with Secrets to divert our- 
o il {clves. | 

e pretended to be ignorant, that my in- 
1 WW tended Father-in-Law might have an Op- 

. Wl portunity to ſpeak, u ho. purſued his Diſ- 
d WW courſe in the following manner: I have 
m known the Baronneſs de Conſa from her In- 
fancy, as well as Donna Blanca, her Mo- 
e, wer, and have been long Apothecary to 
ot thoſe two Widows:*Eturniſh'd Phyſic in 

tie Diſtempers of which their Husbands 

died; they both place an entire Confi- 

dence in me, and I ſerve them as faithful- 

ly. Blanca, who is as ſwarthy as a Mole, 

ad cover'd with Pimples, has the Com- 

plexion of a Cherubim, Thanks to a certain 

Water and Pomatum, which Compoſitions 

all teach you. When that Lady has 
been three Hours at her Toilette, ſhe ap- 


pearg 


x 2a £42 AM and Reta ho 


— 
2 


148) . The HISTORY of 

ars ſo different from what ſhe natural. 

y is, that it is a perfect Metamorphoſis; 

and one need be no longer ſurpriſed that 

Signior Thomas, the Duke d Oſſna's damn- 
ed Favourite, makes her his Idol. 

By what I perceive, Father. in-Lav, 
faid I, this beautiſul Madam is infinitely 
_ obliged to you. Her Daughter is no leſs 
_ obliged to me, ſaid he. The Baronneſ, 

young as ſhe is, has an Indiſpoſition which 
obliges her to wear an Iſſue upon her Leg, 
which, by my Skill, is kept ſo ſweet and 
clean, that the niceſt Noſe cannot ſmell it: 
Beſides, my Water and Pomatum are of 
of ſome Service to her. In ſhort, ſhe i; 
more obliged to me than to Nature forthe 
— YViceroy's Favours. While Potoſchi talk'd 
in this Manner, I was tranſported with 
Joy; particularly upon Thomas's Account, i 
whoſe Happineſs I no longer envied, and 
now began tobe pleaſed at my own Indi- 
cretion. It Thad made a Myſtery, ſaid, o 
my Conference with Blanca, I ſhould im 
ſenſibly have devoted myſelf to that Ls 
dy, and at preſent have loved that Ai. 
can Complexion under a Mask of Poms 
tum, and not been upon the Point of mat- 
rying the beautiful Violetta, whoſe Charms 
are not owing to her Father's Art. 


* 
Tha g 
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That 1 might deſerve to gather this 
fine Fruit, I worked all Day in the Shop, 
and ſurprized the Apothecary with the 
Progreſs I made in his Profeli.on, Which 
has no Conjuration in it at the Bottom, 
altho' it is difficult enough to retain 
the barbarous and de viliſh Names of the 
Drugs they employ. 1 already knew 
how to make all forts of Compoſitions, 
when one Day two Preſcriptions were 
brought to us of Dr. Arriſcador's, a Phy- 
fi ian of Navarre, who paſled for the 
Hippocrates of Palermo. The Barons, 
Counts and Marquiſes who fell Sick 
would not dye but by his Hands. The 
Buſineſs was to make up two Medicines, 
one for a Counſellor who was troubled 


I with a Defluxion upon his Lungs by 


pleading, and the other for a Clergy- 
man who had got a Pleuriſy by run- 
ning after a Benefice. I made uſe of 


the Drugs and Quantities preſcribed, 


aud when I had made the two Compo- 
litions, carried them to the Patients 
but like a young giddy-hrained Lad as 
Il was, gave the Counſellor's Potion to 
the Clergyman, and the Clergyman's to 
the Counſellor, without perceiving the 
Miftake, till I had made them both 
ſwallow every Drop of the Medicines, 
| upbraided myſelf for this Blunder, and 

H curſed 
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curſed my giddy-head. I pitied my poor 


Patients who had fallen under my 
Hands, and looking upon them as dead 
Men, went home undcr a very great 
Concern. If I had been an old thorough- 
paced Apothecary, I ſhould have return- 
ed in cool Blood to my Shop, without 
being tronbled at this unlucky Adven- 
ture: but I had not yet been long enough 
to harden myſelf in Pharmacy, and ap- 
peared ſo very uneaſy that Potoſchi 
asked me the reaſon of it. I ingenuouſſy 
told him my Miſtake, expreſling a very 
great Concern at it, while he only laugh- 
ed. I can perceive by your forrowful 
Countenance, Son-in-Law, ſaid he, that 
you are but a Novice. You are in the 
wrong to be ſo concern'd at the Mil 
takes of the Profeſſion. You muſt not 
lay things thus to Heart. You have 
made a Miſtake ? well, is nat Mankind 
apt to miſtake, and eſpecially in our 
Profeſſion > Is it not a common Saying, 
that ſuch a one has blunlered like an 
Apothecary ; which ſuppoſes that we are 
very liable to Blunder? Oh! truly, 
{aid he, I have made many worſe in my 
Life, without going to proclaim them 
at Rome. But Signior Potoſchi, ſaid J. 
as you undeiftand Drugs to Perfection, 
don't you believe theſe two men Be 
iK 
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kick up with what they have taken? 


I don't know, anſwered he, not being ſuf- 


ficiently acquainted with the Properties 
of Medicines to be certain of the Effects 
they ought to produce. However, let 
us make ourſelves eaſy in the Affair; 
let us maintain, that we followed the 


Preſcriptions exactly, and conceal your 


Blunders; if the two Patients ſhould 
happen to die, which 18 very probable, 
the Phyſician will have all the honoug 


ck it. 


We therefore reſolved to place theſe 
two Murders to Dr. Arriſcador's Account, 
whoſe Reputation, by good Fortune for 
us, favoured our Deſign, The Doctor 
came into the Shop next Day in a very 
great hurry, and entered ſo haſtily, that 
we believed he came to bring us the 
News of the Death of our two Patients; 
but, on the contrary, he brought us the 
agreeable News of their Recovery. 
Friends, ſaid he, I am unable to contain 
my Joy, or rather my Rapture. The two 
laſt Preſcriptions I ſent you deſerve to 


be conſecrated in the Temple of AXſcula- 


bins, as two Specificks, the one for the 
Pleuriſy, and the other for Defluxions 
upon the Lungs. Can you give Credit 
to what I am going to tell you? The 


Clergyman and the Counſellor had hard- 


H 2 if 
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. ly#aken their Medicines, but they were 


relieved ; they flept well all Night, 
and when they awaked this Morning 
found themſelves perfe&ly recovered, 


An unheard of Prodigy! the Report of 


theſe two Wonders is already ſpread over 
the City. What an Honour it is for me 


that I fo ſnddenly ſubdued two mortal 
Diſeaſes! My Lads, continued he, you 


ought to rejoice likewiſe at ſo uncom- 
mon a Victory, who have contributed 
to it by the Care you took of your Com- 
poſitions; and one Part of the Glory, which 
ought to accrue to me, falls to your 
Share. a | 

The Doctor was ſo well pleaſed with 
the extraordinary Succeſs of his Preſcrip- 
tions, that he could not ſufficiently con- 
gratulate himſelf upon it. As to our 
Parts, who knew better what to think 
of it than himſelf, we were ready to 
laugh in his Face, had not the Reſpect 
due from Apothecaries to Phyſicians re- 
ſtrained us from that Irreverence. 


C HAP. 
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C HA P. VI. 
Vith what a fatal Accident this comic 


Adventure was followed, and of the danger 
Potoſchi and Gonzalez were in, 


Few Days after this Adventure, ano- 
ther happened which was not at- 
tended with ſo pleaſing a Conſequence. 
The Baronels de Conſa was taken ill, and 
ſent for Poto chi, who not underſtanding 
her Diſtemper, called Dr. 8 
his Aſliſtance; waen the Phyſician had 
made his Obſervations upon the Diſeaſe, 
the Cauſe of which he knew no better 
than the Apothecary, he preſcribed ſuch 
Medicines as he thought proper; Potoſ- 
5 prepared them himſelf, and I carried 

them. 
1 found the Baroneſs labouring under 
an Oppreſſion which portended no Good; 
and though the Prognoſticks of Jour- 
neymen Apothecaries are not more in- 
fallible, than thoſe of a Phyſician; 
I drew an Unhappy Omen from this 
Lady's Condition. Donna Blanca her 
Mother ſat by her in very great Tron- 
H 3 ble 
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ble and Diſquiet, and very much a- 
Jlarmed ; and was ſo far from knowi 
me, that ſhe did not ſo much as caſt her 
Eyes upon me. For my own part, if I 
had not known ſhe was Blanca, I ſhould 
not have remembered her, in her fright- 
ful Undreſs. Being entirely abandoned 
to the Care which a motherly Tender. 
neſs required ſhe ſhould have of her 
Daughter, ſhe let her Charms lie fallow, 
if I may uſe that Expreſſion, and plain- 
ly diſcovered the Occaſion ſhe had of our 
Pomatum. 1 approach'd the Baroneſs, 
gave her the Medicine, and then re- 
turned home, where they foon came to 
inform us, that the Patient having ſwal- 
lowed our Drench, fell afleep, and, when 
ſhe awoke, ſcreamed out, and died ſud- 
denly in her Mother's Arms. 

Potoſch: and myſelf were under ſome 
Concern, not ſo much for the Loſs of the 
Baroneſs as the Conſequences reſulting 
from it, We apprehended this Accident 
might affect our Buſineſs; for the Pub- 
lick is ready to decry us when a Patient 
dies who has taken our Medicines. The 
Arſt-Arrow, indeed, is levelled at the 
Phyſician; but the Apothecary is never 
ſpared. We ſhould have been happy 
enough to have had only our Repu- 
tation at Stake; but we played a higher 
= 4 * | Game; 


EsTEVANILLE GONZALEZ. 15T 


Game, and were both arreſted the next 
Day by the Viceroy's Order, and thrown 
into Priſon, where they inform'd us of 
the Reaſon of our Impriſonment. They 
told us that the Baroneſs de Conſa's Body 
had been opened by the Duke d' Oſſuna s 
Order, and that ſome Signs had appear'd 
of her being poiſoned ; that his Excel- 
lency being inform'd of it, and refolving 
to diſcover the Author of ſo black a 
Crime, had thought proper for particular 
Reaſons to ſecure the Perſons who had 
prepared and given the Draught. 

We were both lock'd up in ſeparate 
Dungeons, and the next Day were each 
of us interrogated. Let a Priſoner accu- 
ſed of a Crime be intirely innocent, the 
Teſtimony of his Conſcience cannot make 
him altogeter eaſy, and he rarely endures 
the Preſence of a Judge without feeling 


a Concern, This Ntoſchi proved to be 


true, when he was interrogated, who in- 
ſtead of excuſing me, while he was juſti- 
tying himſelf, ſaid he had prepared the 
Compoſition very faithfully, but that he 
knew not whether I had carried the ſame. 
I retorted it again, indeed, when I came 
to he interrogated, by declaring that 1 
punctually carry'd the Medicine as the 
Apothecary had prepared it; but was 
ignorant whether he had uſed any other 

H 4 Drugs 
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Drugs than the Phyſician had preſcribed, 
Thus every Man endeavours to get 
out of a Scrape without being concern. 
ed at whoſe Expence. 

The Viceroy, who took great Care to 
have the Proceedings reported to him, 
was very little ſatisfied with our Depoſi- 
tions, and imagining that by talking to 
us himſelf, he might be ſabtle enough to 
draw the Secret from us, he was willing 
to know, he came to the Priſon, and order- 
ed us to be brought before Him. He 
had never ſeen me ſince that Day he had 
baniſhed me his Palace; neither did he 
inform himſelf what was become of me. 
You may judge of his Excellency's Sur- 
prize when J appeared in the Room where 
he waited to interrogate me. What is it 
you, Gonxalez, ſaid he ? Is it you, you 
Wretch,who gave that perfidious Draught 
to the Baroneſs which ended her Nays 
ſo ſuddenly ! When he had fail this, he 
ordered the People, who were preſent, to 
withdraw, even the Apothecary himſelf, 
and when he was alone with me reſumed 
his Diſcourſe. You know the Reaſons 
that engage me to revenge this Lady's 
Death, and perhaps know the ſecret Ene- 
my that has deprived me of her, Tell 
me who it is, and I will pardon you. I 


anſwered the Duke, that if the Baronels 
| | Was 


Es TEVANILLE GONZALEZ. 153 


was poiſoned, it muſt be before ſne 
took the Draught I gave her: that I did 
not follow Pharmacy to poiſon Man- 
kind, and that no body had ever propo- 
ſed it to me. | | 

Since I cannot oblige you to reveal 
what I am reſolved to know, replied the 
Viceroy, by offering to pardon you, we 
will ſee whether you will he as filent un- 
der Puniſkment. I wasterribly affrighted 
at theſe Words, and as though I hal been 
going to be put to the Rack. threw my- 
ſelf at his Excellency's Feet, melting in 
Tears, and cryed out, mY good Lord, have 
ſome Compaſſion upon your old Servant 
Efevantlle vou who protect the innocent, 
can you refolve to torture a Man who 
has no Diſcovery to make? Can I polſi- 
bly tell you what I kn: w not? By good 
Fortune I was before a diſtinguiſhing 
judge. who perceived my Innocency, and 
the Diſcourſe he had afterwards with Po- 
toc; thoroughly convinced him, that if 
the Baroneſs had died by our Medicine, 
at the leaſt we were not the Potion- 
as, He talked no more of Torture to 
me, but g+ve no Orders for my Diſcharge; 
o that I ſtaid a whole Fortnight in Priſon 
With the Apothecary. 
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At the End of that Time we were both 
ſet at Liberty, and began to work in 
the Shop as before. We applied ourſelves 
Hrſt to ſerve the Ladies, who came to 
our Fountain of Youth ; and Blanca was 
one of thoſe who laid in Store of our Wa- 
ter, and Pomatum. Potoſchz carried her a 
large Quantity, and the Lady entertai- 
ned him with a Diſcourſe which I cannot 
paſs in Silence. Signior Potoſchi, {aid 
Me, you can hardly believe how 
much I have been mortified at the Mis- 
ſortune that happened to you upon the 
Death of my Daughter; if the Viceroy 
had taken my Advice, he would have 
ſaved you that unjuſt and ſhameful Accu- 
ſation. It is true the Baroneſs was poi- 
{ohed ; but what Occaſion was there for 
fo much Trouble to diſcover the Au- 
thor of the Crime? He need only to have 
called the young Grecian Woman to 
mind who was his Miſtreſs, and died a 
violent Death, which was imputed to 
the Jealouſy of his Ducheſs, and had no 
Occaſion to ſeek elſewhere for the Mur- 
der of my Daughter. AWoman Cook, who 
went from my Houle about three Days 
ago, did that Buſineſs by the Vice- 
Queen's Order, and the Duke, continued 
Elinca, is ſo ſully perfwaded of it 1 pre 
4 | ö ent 
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ſent, that he makes no farther Enquiry, 
leſt he ſhould hear more than he deſires 
to learn; and it is very certain that Af 
fir was ſtifled on a ſudden. 

A Man who comes out of Priſon, 
though thoroughly cleared of the Crime 
of which he was falſely accuſed, cannot 
refrain thinking that Mankind looks 
awry upon him. This 1s at leaſt what I 
imagined, and it made ſuch an Impreſ- 
ſion on me that 1 inſenſibly took an A- 
verſion to Palermo, and nothing was 
wanting to give me an entire Dis- 
guſt to it, but ceaſing to love Violetta, 
for whom I had a ſtrong Inclination. 
An Opportunity ſoon offer'd; for a 
young Officer belonging to the Inqui- 
ſition having follow'd my Steps, by 
good Fortune for me made his Addreſſes 
to the Apothecary's Daughter with Suc- 
ceſs, I fay by good Fortune, for if ſhe 
had unluckily given me the Preference, 
my Rival in revenge would have procu- 
red me a Place in the Priſon of the In- 
mſition, where I might have ſtaid to 
this Day. I proved myſelf upon this 
Occaſion, not to be one of thoſe obſti- 
nate Lovers who withſtand all Obſtacles; 
and as oon,as I found Violetta diſpoſed to 


acrifice me to her new Gallant, I ſent 


her 


* 
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her to the Devil with all the Drugs in her 
Father's Shop; and, without taking Leave 
of any Body, went to the Harbour, where 
finding a Genoeſe Veſſel ready to fail for 
Legborn I went on board of it. 


* 


Tube End of the Second Bol. 
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BOOK III. 


ES AT. 01. 

Gonzalez in his Way to Leghorn, gains the 
Friendſbip of a young Gentleman, who 
takes bim to Piſa : In what Harmony 
they lived together, and bow they parted. 


HAD no particular Reaſon 
for going to Leghorn rather 
than to any other Place: My 
Inclination was only to re- 


* 


no 520 of at Palermo after the Trouble I 
bad endured, I contracted an Acquain- 


tance 
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tance by the Way with a young Paſſenger 
whoſe Name was Ferrari, a Gentleman 
of Pija who was returning home and had 
been to viſit ſome Relations at Mont- 
Real, particularly an Aunt whoſe only 
Heir he was. 

As a Viceroy's Page might put himſelf 
upon a Level with one who was only a 
private Gentleman, I inſinuated myſelf 
into Ferrari's Company, who was a Per- 
ſon of Wit. He pleaſed me, and I had 
the Happineſs of being agrecable to him 
We contracted a ſtrict Familiarity toge- 
ther; and, to cement our Friendſhip the 
ſtronger, became mutual Confidents 
to each other, but with leſs Sincerity on 
my Part than his. I had the Impudence 
to Paſs for a Nobleman; and believe I 
was not to blame, ſince every Gentleman 
deſpiſes a Perſon of mean Extraction. If 
Ferrari had known me, he would have diſ- 
daained my Converſation ; but as he 

thought I was of noble Blood, he freely 
gave Way to his Inclination for me: It 
was impoſſible to ſeparate us when we 
arrived at Leghorn. We will not part, 
ſaid he. I will take you with me to Piſa, 
and detain you there ſme Time. I 
could not pottibly reſiſt his Inſtances, 
gave my Conſent, and we both ſet out 
for Fiſa, where he promiſed to Ley 
tay 


e 
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Stay agreeable by theVarietyof Pleaſures 


with which he propoled to entertain 


e. 5 
He performed his Promiſe, and I muſt 


freely confeſs that we paſſed a Month — 


very pleaſantly, At length I refolved 
to take Leave of him, left I ſhould in- 
croach upon his Friendſhip; but he was 
ſo far from conſenting to my Departure, 
that he reproach'd me for my Impatience 
to leave a Perſon by whom Iwas reſpected. 
What obliges you to abandon me, ſaid 
he? You have often expreſled your 
Satisfaction /in my Company, I am very 
well ſatisfie'd with yours; and have an 
Income ſufficient to maintain ns. both; 
ſtay with me, and we will live to- 
gether like two Brothers. I was moved 
with theſe Marks of his Affection, and 
in Acknowledgment reſolved to hve at 
his Expence, ſince he ſo earneſtly deſired 
it; I was even obliged to ſuffer him- 


at his own Charge to cloath me from 


Head to Foot. To comply with his Hu- 
m-ur, I had the Complaiſance to ſub- 
mit entirely to his Will. The Hap- 
pineſs of having ſo good a Friend made 
me forget my Misfortunes, or rather I 
thought my Fort une made in the pre- 
ſent Situation of my Affairs, though to 

Fr examine 
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examine it ſtrictly, it could not be depend. 


ed upon for the future. 


While Ferrari and myſelf led this deli. 


cious Life, the Cavalier fell in Love with 


a young Lady, which proved fatal to 
our Friendſhip. He had often {worn 
that he would never marry, but had not 
the Power to keep his Oath. Eueratia 
charmed him, he paid bis Addreſſes to 
her, and ſhe being a Lady of Birth and 


Honour. married her. He had no leſs 
Affection for me when he was firſt mar- 
ried : On the contrary, he expreſe'd more 
than he had done before, ſtrictly enjcin- 
ing his Lady to have the ſame Regard 
for me as he himſelf had. Exratia. ſaid 
he to her. in my Prefence, Gonzalez is 


my Friend; if | am dear to yon, make 


him ſenſible by vom Behaviour, that vou 
have the ſame Opinion of bim as myſeff. 
Enrratia, to pleaſe her Nucband, pro- 
miſed to do ſo, and kept her Word. She 
loft no Opportunity of ſaying the moſt 
obliging Things to me, and of -1ving 
me the ſtrongeſt Marks of her Pei cvo- 


lence; but this was only artiFcial, and 


being jealous of the Confidence her 
Hnsband placed in me, fecretly hated 
me, and her Averſion at length came 
to that Height, that ſhe reſolved to re- 


move me from Piſa at any Rate. The 


Expedient 
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Expedient ſhe employ*d to accompliſh 
her Deſign is too fingular to be omit- 
ted. | 
Signior Gonzalez, {aid Engratia- to me 
one Day when we were alone, I muſt 
communicate an Affair to you in which 
you are concerned, and the Quiet of 
my Life depends. I begin to feel a 
Diſpoſition to love you that gives me 
great Uneaſineſs; 1 ſtruggle in vain 
within myſelf; you triumph over the 
Endeavour of my Duty and Virtue, and 
it is from you alone I expect Relief. 
Leave that Family immediately, whoſe 
Tranquillity you diſturb, I conjure you 
to do it by the Laws of Hoſpitality, 
and moreover by my Husband's Friend- 
ſhip for you. Fly from me; the Con- 
{ion I make of my Weakneſs obliges 
you to it, and believe you too honeſt 
: Man to diſhonour your Friend. 

Lwas impoſed upon by this artful Diſ- 
courſe, ſincerely believed that the La- 
(was ſmitten with my Merit, and to pre- 
vent the Conſequences of her Paſſion, 


thought it her Duty todeſire me herſelfto 


retire, If I had loved her Husband leſs, 
might perhaps have been inclin'd to 


blow, the Example of Paris z but in- 


teal of running away with my Hoſteſs, 
. 25 I. 
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I bid her adieu for ever, and ftole private. 
ly from the Houſe one fine Morning 
leaving it to her own Diſcretion to in- 
vent what ſhe thought proper to tell 
Ferrari with Reſped to my Departure. 
J have been informed, that to comfort 
him, ſhe told him 1 was in Love with 
her, and had declared my Paſſion to her; 
and that upon her Refuſal to comply, 
I went away enraged that I had made an 
Atttempt upon her Fidelity without 
Succeſs. 


\ 
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CHAT. 


Eftevanille meets two People of Geneva 
within three Miles of Piſa, who were 
going to Florence : He joins them, and goes 
with them out of Curioſity to ſee a famous 
Necromancer. 


* 


TOOK the Road to Florence, mount- 
ed upon a bad Hackney-Horſe, and 
extremely pleaſed with myſelf when 1 
refle&ed that the Ladies forbad me their 
Houſes for fear of being in Love with 
me; I had not travell'd three Miles be- 
fore I met with two Horſemen better 
mounted than myſelf, and when I had 
aluted them, enquired whether they 
vere going to Florence; who told me, 
they were. Gentlemen, ſaid I, ſhall T 
hve the Honour ef your Company? 
Upon which they paid me a Compli- 
ment, and we became Fellow-Travellers, 
We went that Night to lodge at St. 
Miniato, in an Inn well furniſhed with 
ll Sorts of Proviſiors. The Landlord, 
Who was an excellent Cook, having 
erwd a German Cardinal at Rome for 
ſome 
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ſome Years, prepar'd us an elegant 
Supper. Mirth and Gaiety reign'd du. 


ring the Repaſt; and if I made thoſe 
Gentlemen ſenſible that I was a merry 
Fellow, they both ſatisfied me they 
were the ſame. I am a Jeweller, 
ſays one, and unfortunately have a Wife 
who gives me juſt Reaſon to complain 
of her. I have the Happineſs to be a 
Patchellor, ſaid the other; but m 
Father, who is a rich old Gentleman, is 
ſtill alive, and enjoys his Health ſo per- 
fectly, that I ſhall have no other Occa. 
ſion for Money when he dies than to 
buy Spectacles and Crutches. 

The Landlord, being preſent, ſaid to 
the Geneva Gentlemen, if your Honours 
have a mind to know whether the one 
mall ſoon get rid of his Father, or the 
other of his Wife, we have a famous 
Necromancer in this Country who will 
inform you. I laugh'd very heartily at ¶be 
what my Landlord ſaid, who gravely nr 
aſſured us, that the Magician he ſpoke MWlnc 
of was an extraordinary Cabaliſt. | Mz 
could name you twenty Perſons, added Wto 
he, who have conſulted him, and to Wle!s 
whom all he had foretold was come Mipex 
to paſs. For example; it is about ten Meelo 
Months ſince, that an old Man who had Hk 


a young Wife he believ'd to be barren, and 
| went 
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went to ask this Conujror whether he 
ſhould die without the Pleaſure of hav- 
ig a Child. The Necromancer an- 
ſwer'd him, That within Twelve-months 
his Wife would bring him a Child; and 
he has really been deliver'd within this 
Week. 

This Oracle, whoſe Prediction might 
be accompliſh'd by the Aſſiſtance of ſome 
Friend of the Merchants, gave us a good 
deal of Diverſion. One of the Geneva 
Gentlemen, however, who delighted in 
Miracles, was tempted to diſcourſe with 
the Cabaliſt, and enquired the Place of 
his Reſidence. Two Miles from hence, 
ys the Landlord, he dwells in a 
Cave at the Foot of the Mountain on 
the Side of Caſtellina, Gentlemen, re- 
ply'd the Genevois, although I have lit- 
leFaith in Necromancy,I confeſs I ſhould 
te glad to ſ ee this Magician; for my 
part, ſaid the other, I have the ſame 
lnclinatiou. What prevents us from 
tving that Satisfaction? I am ready 
to go, ſaid I. Don't think that 1 have 
les Inclination than yourſelves to 
peak to ſo extraordinary a Perſon, We 
relolved therefore to go the next Day, and 
uke a Guide to theMagician's Habitation, 
and went accordingly. 


We 


* 
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We arrived at the Foot of a ficey 
Mountain, where we perceived a Cave 
ſhut np by a very ſtrong Door. We 
knocked, calling out to have it opened, 
but received no An{wer for ſome Time, 
Atlength we heard a doleful Voice with- 
in, who asked us our Buſineſs : We ſaid 
we came to conſult the Oracle, upon 
which the Door inſtantly opened. 

The firſt Object which preſented itſelf 
was the Neccomancer,who was a tall May, 
ſix Foot high at leaſt, and clad in Ayvhite 
Robe, upon which all the Signs bf the 
Zodiack were painted in red. He had 
a large Wolf-Skin furr'd Cap. upon his 


Head, with a Tiger's Head tor a Creft, | 


and inſtead of Hair, ſome artificial Vi- 
pers hanging upon his Shoulders, -In 
{ſhort his whole Dreſs gave him a fright- 
ful Aſpe&. The two Genevois told him 
that upon the Reputation of his being 
a great Cabaliſt, they had travelled 
very far to conſult him upon ſome Af. 
fairs of the utmoſt Importance to them- 
ſelves. He anſwered them at firſt that he 
was not what they believed him to be; 
but the Gentlemen by Means of Intrea- 
ties, intermixed with Encomiums upon 
his Knowledge, obliged him at length 
to own that he was really initiated in 

the Myſteries of the Cabal, The Ger- 
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? FF os could not however gain their point | 
© B vithout being firſt obliged to proteſt 
that they were not induced to come out 
. of meer Curioſity; for he declared that 


he only imployed the Power of his Art 
„pr thoſe who ſtood abſolutely in need of 
it, They made the Proteſtation he re- 
quired without Heſitation; after which 
l Difficulties were removed on his Part. 
Then he began to boaſt of his Know- 
ldge..and ſhewed them many Toys 
which he aſfured them were Preſents 
from foreign Lords, to whom he had fore- 
told what ſhould happen. 

While my Comrades and the Necro- 
mancer were diſcourſing together, I 
eramin'd the Inſide of the Cave, which 
was full of fuch Things as could not be 
looked upon without Horror. Here was 
Lion with two ſparkling Eyes and open 
ſaws, there was a furious Tyger who 
extended his Claws as though he would 
tear us to Pieces; and in another Place 
: flying Dragon that ſeemed ready to 
lart himſelf upon us. All theſe Figures, 
thongh they conſiſted only of Oſier, co- 
rered with painted Paſtboard, were made 
mth ſo much Art, that they could not 
ave occaſion'd a greater Terror, had 
fey been alive. Theſe Objects, which 
ade me tremble to look upon them, 

e contributed 


the Pleaſure cf contemplating the Curio- 
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contributed to my belief the Maſter. 
of the Cave was a very great Magician. 
My Comrades, whoſe Admiration was 
raiſed at his aſtoniſhing Narrations, had 
the ſame Opinion of him as myſelf ; but, 
fer my part, as I had hitherto very little 
Experience, I ſuſpended my Opinicn. 
The Necromancer, ſurpriſed to ſee me 
ſo attentive in obſerving the Furniture 
of his Cell, asked the Genevois why I 
avoided his Converſation. They anſwer— 
ed him, that I did not avoid it, but, like 
a curious Spamard had devoted myſelf to 


ſities in his Cell. He heard with Con- 
cern that I was a Spaniard, ang ſaid 
T hate to perform my magical Operations 
before. People of that Nation, who. are 
generally Free-Thinkers, and ſo incredu- 
lous, that they treat us as Impoſtors, 
There is no Rule without an Exception, 
rephed one of the Genevois; we anſwer 
for this Gentleman, and though he 154 
Spaniard, we farther anſwer for him, that 
he is an Admirer of thoſe great Men. 
who compel the Devil to obey them Wl . 
There is no Deſpiſer of your Art here, ,, 
we aſſure you, therefore you may pre- d, 


ceed boldly in his Preſence to perform kr 


what we expect of you. Fr: 
Upon 
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Upon this Aſſurance the Magician 
made no Difficulty to perform his Opera- 
rations before me. He called for ſome 
A body to come to his Aſſiſtance, and im- 
BW mediately there appeared a Man of as 
» W horrid an Aſpe& as himſelf, Theſe two 
Monſters conducted us into a back Room 
darker than the former; in the Midſt 
of which was a large Glaſs-Globe upon 
| WM © black Marble-Table. We approach'd 
the Table, and obſerved a Parchment 
e Grcle round the Globe, upon which 
were all the Letters of the Alphabet 
in large Characters; but what parti- 
culafly engaged our Attention, was a 
Kind of Dwarf that — within it, 
dreſſled in deep Scarlet, who was the 
Spirit, the Magician told us, we were 
to cohſult. This little Demon held his 
Arms directly upright, and his Eyes re- 
ſembled two flaming Coals. 

Then the Necromancer addreſſed the 
following Diſcourſe to him with an ex- 
alted Voice, and a very grave Air, 
* Uriel, thou proud Genius, whom I 
have ſubjected to my Obedience by the 
Power of my Enchantments, I com- 
mand you immediately to ſatisfy theſe 
Gentlemen in what theyrequire of you.“ 
Are you diſpoſed to obey me willingly, 
r muſt I employ m_ ternble Words 

as 
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.As vou cannot reſiſt > Uriel made no 
Anſwer, but the Necromancer who, 
without Diſpute, read the Demon's 
Err in his Eyes, ſaid to the Gene- 
volt, Gentlemen, you {hall ſoon be ſatis- 
Hed; the Spirit yields to the Power of 
my Conjuration. Lou need only ſay one 
after the other what it is you require to 
know, and he will inform you. I have 
an old, rich, coyetoris Father, ſays one 
of the Genevois, and am 1mpatient to 
inherit his Eſtate; command your Geni- 
us to tell me how much longer I muſt 
wait. This is what you ſhall be imme- 
** informed of, replied the Caba- 
When he had ſpoke in this Manner, he 
took a large Glove, and putting it upon 
his Right-Haud, he thruſt it into the 
Globe, and touching the Dwarf, he ſaid 
to him, come Uriel, make Haſt. Uri! 
made a Motion immediately, and put 
his Hand upon one of the Letters. The 
Magician preſently pulled off his Glove, 
to {et down the Letter upon a Piece of 
Paper which lay upon the Table, with 
Pen and Ink; then he put on his Glove 
again, and thruſt his Hand once more 
Into the Globe, and tonched the DwWarf 
a ſecond Time, who was tractable enough 
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to make a ſecond Motion, and put his 
Hand upon another Letter. 
Our Necromancer did this ten or a 
dozen Times; and then examining 
the Letters he had wrote, he affured the 
Genevois that his Father had no more than 
three Months to live, which extremely 
rejoyced this hopeful Son, The ſame 
Ceremony was began for the other Gene- 
vots, who flatteriug himſelf not to leave 
the Cave without a Prediction as favou- 
fable, had the Happineſs of being fore- 
told that he, ſhould loſe his Wife in a 
ſhort Time; but by ill Fortune for thoſe 
Gentlemen, the two Oracles proved Im- 
poſtures, which I diſcovered by Acct- 
lent, as I am going to relate it. 3 If 
The Magician having performed his 
Operations before ſuch Witneſſes as 
might be accounted too credulous, like 
a Prieſt of the Oracle of Delphos, pleaſed 
himſelf that he had deceived us, when I 
bethought myſelf, without aſſigning any 
Reaſon, to take the Glove in my Hand 
which had touched Urtel, and having 
examin'd it, found a Hardneſs at the Bot- 
tom of the Fore-Finger of it that ſurpriſ- 
ed me: What's this, ſaid I? May not 
there be a Loadſtone in this Finger of the 
Glove? The Impoſtor, who little expected 
ſuch a Queſtion, turning in Confuſion 
12 towards 


towards my Companions, ſaid to them; 
Gentlemen, was not I in the right to 
. Uiſtruſt this Spaniard > They anſwered 
him, 'we will know the Truth of the 
Matter, and at the ſame Time examin'd 
the Glove, and in Reality found a Load- 
Kone at the End of the Fore-Finger of 
it. "Tho? they were ſorry they could not 
reaſonably depend upon his Predictions, 
«they laughed heartily at their own Ex- 
-pence: The ſuppoſed Cabaliſt finding 
bimſelf diſcover'd, ſoon changed his Note, 
and confeſſed the whole. He informed 
us that Uriel's Body was made with Ofier, 
and had one Arm covered with Plates of 
Iron, and ſhewed us in what artful Manner, 
he attracted it by his Glove to the Letters 
marked upon the Globe. At length he 
intreated us not to divulge the Secret; 


and the better to engage us to it, ſaid 


that we ought to look upon him as a Jug- 
ler or a Gipſy who tells Fortunes; that 
he did no Harm to any Body; that 
indeed he deceived ordinary People, but 
only foretold what was agreeable to 
them, who therefore returned Home 
very well ſatisfied; Laſtly, that ſome- 
times his Predictions happened to be ac- 
compliſhed, which gave him a Reputa- 
tion and a Livelihood. Eons 


We 
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We promiſed the Rogue to keep his Se-- 
cret, and then left him in his Cave, 
thoroughly mortified that he could not 
deem us in the Number of thoſe he had 
deceiv'd, We took the Road to Empolz, 
laughing at Uriel and thoſe Fools who 
went to conſult him, and arrived at» 
Florence the next Day. 
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Fuck C HAP. III. 

f Eftevanille's Arrival at Florence; 
what Employ was propoſed to him, and of 
what Service be was to Don Chriſtoval. 


E went to lodge at a famous Inn 
near the Court, and two Days af- 
ter my two Fellow- Travellers left me 
to return home. We parted, as uſual, 
expreſſing a very great Regret at our Se- 
parat ion, and forgot each other a Quar- 
ter of 29 Hour after wards. 
Several People of Faſhion came to 
dine with the Landlord of the Inn, as 
well as great Rogues ſometimes. A 
Perſon on Horſeback of good Appear- 
ance, and neatly dreſs'd, arrived one 
Day as they were going to Dinner, 
he took a Chair, and during the whole 
Time we were at Dinner had his Eyes 
fixed upon me. I took Notice of it, 
which made me look at him more at- 
tentively than I ſhould otherwiſe have 
done, and remembred him to be one of 
the Paſſengers with whom I came from 
Palermo to Leghorn. After Dinner he 


gave me to underſtand that he remem- 
bred 


* 
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bred me likewiſe. Sir, {aid he to me, 
we have made a Voyage at Sea toge- 
ther, I anſwer'd him, That I remem-- 
bred it, and by degrees we enter'd into a 
long Converſation, | 
| He inform'd me he was a Sicilian, 
and that his Name was Roger Madator?, . 
a Native of the Village of Aderno in the 
Valley of Demona, at the Foot of Mount 
Gibel, and that he lived agreeably at 
Florence with ſome Friends of his own 
Diſpoſition ; and that it depended upon 
my ſelf to partake of the Sweets of their 
Society. This Perſon had a good-natur'd 
Countenance, and a Phiſtognomy that 
pleaded in his Favour ; therefore 1 
thought T could do no better than to 
aſſociate myſelf with him. He preſent- 
ed me immediately to two young Men 
very well drefs'd, who receiv'd me with 
open Arms, and made me a Partaker of 
their Pleaſures. They introduced me 
mto ſome cf the beſt Houſes in the City, 
ſhewed me the moſt beaytiful Ladies 
of their Acquaintance, where I ſpent moft 
of my Piſtoles without perceiving their 
Intention to drain my Purſe; for in 
every Party of Pleaſure, it coſt them 
as much as myſelf; but they had Sup- 
plies, and I had none, which made me me- 
ta 14 lancholy 
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Iancholy in Proportion as my Money 


diminiſh'd. | 

Roger, one Day perceiving it, ſaid to 
me, Signior Gonzalez, you have ſome. 
thing in your Mind that diſturbs you, I 
gueſs what it is, you begin to want Mo- 
ney. You have hit the right Nail on 
the Head, {aid I, and what is ſtill worſe 


3s, thatTam in no Expectation of any 


from any Part of the World. You may 
have it when you pleaſe, reply'd he, 
without being obliged to have Recourſe 
to your Friends; it you will follow my 
Employ you will lead a Life indepen- 
dent of others, and have good Wages. 
I asked him what that Employ was: 1 
will tell you immediately, ſaid he. 
You muſt know there is an old Catalan 
in this Town, whoſe Name is Don Ro- 
driguen de Centella, This Officer has 
been at the Head of the Miquelets in 
Spain, and ſerves in the Grand Duke's 

Army with Honour. His Character is 
pleaſant enough ; he undertakes to ad- 
miniſter Juſtice in civil Society, and 
entertains Spies to inform him of the 
Affronts and Outrages committed in the 


City of Florence, and keeps a Regiſter 


of Injuries, that he revenges for Mo- 
ney. 3 


You 
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Jou may Imaging, continued Royer, 


that a Man who follows ſuch an Employ, 

does not act openly, the Prince might 
lay him a Trick upon it; theres” 
ore thoſe Things are tranſacted with 


all imaginable Secreſy. As foon ag 


2 Spy has diſcovered that any one has" 
received an Aﬀront, he makes his Re 


port of it to Don Rodriguez, who ſends a 


Propoſal to the Perſon injured, offering 
to diſpatch his Enemy, or to puniſh 
him according to the Nature of the Of- 
fence, in Conſideration of a certain Sum; 
and if the injured Perſon accepts of the 


Propoſal, which generally happens, the 
Captain pronounces the Sentence, and 
orders it to be executed by his Spies, to 
whom he gives half the Money he receiv- 


ed from the Perſon offended. Here I 


immediately interrupted him, and ſaid, 
Roger, you are one of theſe brave Execu- 
tioners : Without Diſpute, replied he, 
Iam one of Don Rodriguez's Spies, as well 
as thoſe two young Gentlemen with 
whom I brought you acquainted ; one of 
which is a Sicilian, and the other a 
Venetian. | REY ct 

Pox on it! cried I, laughing, you talk 


to me of a very dangerous Employ, 
which does not agree with me by 4 


Means; and, I believe, 1 ſhould di 
* 15 charge 
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charge it very indifferently. Though 
I have been a Surgeon, I am not ſo bloo- 
dy- minded; beſides I muſt freely confeſs, 
that T have not Courage enough to under- 
take ſuch Kind of Executions. How 
weakly you argue, faid Signior Madato- 
i have no more Courage than yourſelf: 
Valour is a Gift which Heaven beſtows 
upon very few]; and muſt tell you frank- 
1, that if I was obliged to attack a brave 
Man, and ſhare the Danger, let my 
Employ be ever ſo profitable, I would 
renounce it To-morrow. . Undeceive 
yourlelf then, continued he, we run no 
Dangers at all. What Dangers can we 
ran by ruſhing upon a Man who is not 
upon his Guard? We ſtab him or ſhoot 
him through the Head with a Piſtol, and 
the Buſineſs 1s done. _ | 
I agree to it, ſaid I; but you may re- 
preſent Matters as you pleaſe to make me 
increaſe the Number of Don Rodriguez's 
Spies, you will never gain your Point, | 
hate to get Money in ſuch a manner, and 
the very Thoughts of an Aſſaſſination 
makes me tremble, I don't in the leaſt 
doubt it, replied he; the Prejudice of E- 
ducation may produce that Effect upon 
vou. I had the ſame Averſion at firſt to 
edding of Blood as you have, or 2 
| | rather 
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rather affrighted at it. The Captain 
appeared to be a very wicked Wretch, 
but I looked upon him in a different 


Manner when I was acquainted with his 


admirable Method of condemning an 
Offender. His Method 1s this; he exa- 
mines with the niceſt Juſtice into all the 
Circumſtances of an Offence committed, 
then he conſults a Catalogue he has com- 


poſed, in which are contained all Man- 


ner of Injuries pardonable and unpar- 
donable, with the Satisfactions agreeable 
to them according to the Maxims of the 
niceſt Honour. He has no other Law 
than this, upon which, like a Judge who 
thinks he Joes his Duty, he decides all 
Affairs with a quiet Conſcience. | 
Good Gd! faid I to the Sicilian, I 
know the Spiniards by this impious and 
cruel Catalogue, they muſt be great Lo- 
vers of Revenge, and I am not in the leaſt 
ſurpriſed to hear it ſaid that they have 
ſtruck the ſixth Commandment out of the 


Decalogue; for my Part, though I am a 
ane I am a ſtrict C bſerver of it, and 


ould be glad to keep all the reſt as ex- 
actly. After what I have told you, re- 


plied Roger, it muſt be allowed that our 


Catalan Captain does not act contrary to 
Humanity at his Tribunal in Favour of 


Juſtice, upon which it is founded; for he 


Con- 


— 1 2 . EI EY = ES 
* * 
S— _ — 2 < — = « . — 2 


— 


— 


rr 


—  - 


| 

y 

q 

1 

g 

| 
1 
| 

| | 


180 The HISTORY of 
condemns none to Death, unleſs their 
Actions deſerve it, as appears from his 
Catalogue, which we Spies always carry 


in our Pockets, and call it our N 
e 


At the ſame time he ſhewed me a litt 


Manuſcript in the Caftilian Language, and 
obliged me to read a few Leaves, Which 
among other Articles contained the fol- 


lowing. 

x, Let that Traytor be ſtabbed, who 
when he has engaged a Man in a dan- 
gerous Enterprize, leaves him the whole 


Trouble of extricating himſelf. 


2. Let that Gallant be ſhot through 
the Head, who endeavours to debauch a 
Woman whoſe Husband is jealous of her 


Honour. 


3. Let that Wretch periſh by a Dagger 
whorepays his Friend's Services with In- 


- gratitude, ; F 
4. If any Scribler, either in Proſe or. 


Verſe is raſh enough to cenſure the 
Works of the Antients, it is meant of 
thoſe great Men whoſe Memories are uni- 
verſally reſpected, we condemn him to 
the Puniſhment calted by the Romans 
Fuſfuarium *®. 

_ 5, Let that Author have two Cuts upon 


the Face, who defames the Character of 


an honeſt Citizen. 
Aich mas to le beat mith Jarge Rods. By 
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zy theſe one may judge of the other 


uticles in the Catalogue, which I re- 
turned to Siguior Madatori, ſaying, I would 
refer Slavery to ſuch an Employ. You 
ie to blame, replied Roger; now I am 
nured to it, I practice it without the leaſt 
Remorſe, and the large Profits ariſing, 
reuder it perfectly agreeable ; that is the 
Thing to be conſidered. If you had 
tated the Sweets of two or three Fxpe- 
litions only, you would reliſh it as well 
myſelf. We often make good Jobs of 
it; for Example, To-morrow Night we 
hall have one that will bring us thirty 
Piſtoles, for which we have agreed. There 
s a young Spaniſh Gentleman, who is in 
Love with a rich Merchant's Wife, and 
the Gallant hovers round the Lady's 
Houſe every Night. Her Spouſe has pro- 
niſed a thouſand Crowns, and has given 
the half before-hand, and is to pay us the 
Remainder the Day after the Operation. 
Perhaps, {aid I, the Spaniſh Gentleman 
will not ſuffer himſelf to be ſo eaſily af- 
aſinated. I ask pardon, replied Roger, 


He is a Man who always goes alone; as if 


ie apprehendel no Danger. Being 
vholly taken up with his Love, and not 
n the leaſt ſuſpecting his Misfortune, it 
will be the more eaſy to ſurprize him. 


Ve were to have attack d him this Nights 
. nt 
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but Don Rodriguez, who will always fo]. 
low his Rules, has made a Scruple to take 
away a Man's Life till he has been 
throughly acquainted; with him. He 
knows his Name is Don Chriſtoval, and 
that he is a Caſtilian. My ſaying that 
was ſufficient, ſignified nothing: No, no, 
anſwered he, I muſt firſt know his Fami- 
Iy, and leave you to diſcover it this Day, 
that nothing may interrupt us To-Mor- 
row. + 


my trembled at the Name of Don Chri- 
Foval, fearing it might be my old Maſter, 


who amuled himſelf wich an Amour 
while he was at Florence, and his Incli- 
nation for the fair Sex, with which I was 
well acquainted, added to my Fears. As 
I could not be eaſy under this Un certain- 


ty, and that I mightextricatethis young 


Gentleman from the Danger hc was in, 
ſhould it prove to be him, I pretended to 
_ conſent to be one of the Captain's Spies. 
You need only acquaint me, aid I to 
Madatori, where this Spantard lives who 
3s condemned, and you may reſt ſatis 
fied, that I will give you an Account cf 


him this Evening. Reger imagining that 
I heartily embraced the. Office, was er- 
tremely pleaſed. and complimented me 
upon at, and then informing me where 
Don Chriftoval lived, he left the Care of 


dil- 
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diſcovering his Relations to me, and 
went to acquaint his Companions, that 
for the future 1 ſhould have a Share of the 
Money ariſing from their Expeditions, 
It is impoſſible to expreſs my Impa- 
tience till I ſaw Don Chriftoval, whole 
Life was in ſo much Danger. He lodged 
at an Inn very diſtant from onrs, which 
was genera lly frequented by Spauiards; 
whitherI repair'd;fully reſolved toapprize 
this Don Chriſtoval, let him be who he 
would, of the Danger that threatned 
him. I had no Occaſion to apply my- 
ſelf to the Landlord for Information; for 
the firſt I met with at the Inn was Don 
Griftoval de Gaviria. We inſtantly knew 


each other; I ſaluted h:m, and taking 
one of his Hands, kifled it with ſuch 4 


Tranſport of Joy that I was unable ta 


utter a Word. As to his own part, whe- 


ther his antient Friendſhip for me was re- 
vived, or whether he was, moved by the 
Joy I expreſſed to ſee him again, he was 
certainly affected with my Fagerneſs, 
and embracing me., ſaid, he was over- 
joyed to ſee me. Yes, honeſt Friend, 
continued he, I return thanks to Heaven, 
that has brought us together, after we 
had been ſeparated for ſeveral Years. I 


have been travelling in Italy theſefifteen 


Months, at the Deſire of my Uncle the 
| | Biſhop 
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Biſhop-of Salamanca, and am glad 1 ſtaid 
longer at Florence than any other Place, 
fince I have met you. And pray, Gonza- 
lex, how do you {ſpend your time in this 
City? Are you in a good Employment) 
In ſhort, what have you done ſince the 
unfortunate Time of our Separation ? 

I gave him a full Account of all my 
Adventures to my Acquaintance with 
Reger excluſively ; and when 1 had done 
ſpeaking, he replied, I am very glad, 
Gonzalez, that yew are able to come to 
hve with me again; but as it would not 
become a Perſon who has been à Viceroy's 
Page, to be a Gentleman's Footman, I 
will make you my Secretary. Does that 
ſuit you? Extraordinary well, Sir, ſaid 
I; there is only one Circumſtance that 
makes me uneaſy. Perhaps the old Com- 
mander, who has ſuch a Knack at con- 
founding Latin Poets, will take it as ill 
that I ſhould be your Secretary, as your 
Footman. The Commander 1s dead, re- 
en he, and nothing can oppoſe our 
wang together. Well, Sir, ſaid I, ſince 
— pleaſe to have it ſo; I freely con- 
ent; place the ſame Confidence in me 
you did bef re, and Iwill ſhew the ſame 
Zeal in yc ur Service. Give me leave to 
ak von what Employment Love has af 
forded you ſince you have been at Mo 
F 7 re nc; 
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rence; for I make no doubt but ſome new 
Barnardina has beſtowed her Favours up- 
on you. It's very true, replied he, that 
I am in Purſuit of the Favours of a Mer- 


chant's beautiful young Wife, and have 


made my Addreſſes to her this Fortnight 
without Succeſs; but I hate an ungrateful 
Woman. Her Husband who is an old 
silk-Merchant ſets out To-Morrow for 
Nena, and returns in three Days. She 
has acquainted me with it, and I am to 
be introduced at Night into the Houſe by 
means of a Footman whom I have en- 
gaged in my Intereſt. Beware of that, 


Dear Maſter, cried I, you will meet with 


_ inſtead of the Pleaſures you ex- 
pet. 
Theſe Words, which 1 uttered very 
ſeriouſly, aſtoniſh'd Don Chriſtoval. Gon- 
zalez, ſaid he, explain yourſelf, how 
come you to talk in this Manner? Is it 
Fore-knowledge, or am I really in a 
Danger with which I am unacquainted, 
Yes, anſwered I, yon are in the greateſt 
Danger it is poſſible to run; and at the 
fame Time related all that Roger had told 
me, and that hearing the Name of Don 
Cbriſtoval mention'd, I had pretended to 
be one of Don Rodrignez's Spies. with the 
Deſign of ſaving an honeſt Man's Life. 
Tou have manag'd that Affair very art- 

fully, 
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fully, ſaid my Maſter, and I acknoy. 
ledge my Obligations to you; but don't 
imagine that what theſe Ruſtans project, 
ſhall prevent me from going to the 
Rendezvous. I will take three braye 
 Spamſh Gentlemen with me, who lodge 
at the ſame Inn, and will readily aff 
me to clear Florence of ſuch Wretches. 

I remonſtrated to Don Chriſtoval that 
he would act more prudently to prepare 
for his Departure from the City the next 
Morning at Break-of Day. This, an- 
ſwered he, is what I cannot in Honour 
conſent to; it ſhall never be ſaid that the 
2 of being aſſaſſip ated obliged me to 
leave the City. And muſt not you fly 
for it, reply*d I, if you ſhould kill Royer 
and his Comrades? Oh, my Lad, faid 
he, it is not the ſame Thing, there i 
no Shame in flying from Juſtice, when a: 
Man is threatned to fall into its Hands, 


CHAP 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of the End of this Adventure, which alarm- 
ed Eſtevanille, and of bis Departure 
from Florence with Don Chriſtoval. 


Le by no Means approve of Sig- 
mor de Gaviria's Reſolution ; and diſpu- 
ted the Affair with him, but to no Pur- 
poſe, 1t was impoſſible to divert him 
from it. He went that Inftant and ac- 
quainted the three-Spaniards with it, who 
were to accompany him; and theſe Gen- 
tlemen embraced the Opportunity with 


Iz much Joy as if a Party of Pleaſure had 


deen propoſed to them. | 
While they entertained themſelves 
with this Expedition, I returned to my 
Inn, where, purſuant to what my Maſter 
and myſelf had coneerted, I told Roger, 
that the Gentleman's Name, whoſe Fa- 
mily he deſired to know, was Don Chriſ< 
tval de Gaviria, and that he had beſides 
his illuſtrious Birth the Happineſs of 
poſſeiſing a conſiderable Eſtate in Arra- | 
hon, where he was born. That's ſuffici- 
ent, lays Roger, To- Morrow we will Fier 
him 
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him a Paſs-port into the next World, 
nor ſhall his Nobility, nor Eſtate pre- 
vent his taking that Journey. Accor 
dingly the next Day as ſoon as Night 
came on, Don Rodriguez's Spies diſpoſed 
themlclves to give the Blow, each being 
armed with a long Rapier, a Pcipnard 
and a Piſtol; They lay in Ambuſcade 
near the Lady's Houſe, who was the 
Cauſe. of theſe deadly Preparations, and 
did not wait long for Don Chriffoval ; But 
perceiving him attended by three Gen. 
tlemen who immediately drew their 
Swords, inſtead of attacking him, they 
thought proper to retire, when they had 
diſcharged their Piſtols at the Spanterl; 
with ſuch Precipitation, that they could 
do no Execution. Signior De Gavarii . 
and his Friends purſued them in vain, 
having to do with People who were ſupe 
ror to them in running, eſpecially Ro- 
per, who would make a large Diſtance 
| een himſelf and his Enemy in an 
Inſtant. 
Don Chriſoval had now nothing more 
to do than to enter the Merchant's Houle, 
and to revenge himſelf fully on the jea- 
lous Husband, who had put a Price upon 
his Head; but he choſe rather to re- 


nounce his Revenge, than to continue 


an Amour, that might be attended 2 
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0 fatal Conſequences. Therefore he return- 
e Ned to his Inn with the ether Spaniards , 
nd thus this Adventure ended, which 
nt Would have been more blooody if Don 
ed Rodriguez's Spies had not been arrant Cow- 
"> ads. However, Faint-hearted as they 
were, they put me into terrible Fears. 
Genior Gonzalez, ſays Madatori to me 
; the next Day, may one ask you what 
ma Wireſent you had from Don Chrifoval for 
zviſing him to be upon his Guard laſt 
Night ; for I am perſuaded without your 
Notice he would have come alone to 
10 the Rendezvouz. I would have denied 
1 the Fact, but Roger ſilenced me, by ſay- 
10 be, Friend, tell that to another, don't 

add a Lie to your Treachery. My Com- 
gades and myſelf make no doubt but 
jou have done Signior de Gaviria that 
Fiece of Service. You have played 
bs this Trick; and for my part I for- 
ne you, but cannot anſwer for my 
Countryman and the Venetian; Your 
* Way is to take Care of your- 

Lell. 
4 Upon this Caution 1 theught myſelf 
bliged to ſhew ſome Courage, and ſaid 
to Madatori, if thoſe Gentlemen attack 
ne I will defend myſelf. Though I am 
cet a Man of Courage naturally, I am 
a}. Ine of thoſe Heroes who can fight deſpe- 
| rately 


\ 
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rately when I am puſhed upon it. 85 
much the better for you, rephed he; for 
ſhould they meet you accidentally, all 
the Courage you are Maſter of will be 
ſcarce ſuffcient to get ſaſe out of their 
Hands. Roger, whoſe Deſign was only 
to affright me, ſucceeded ſo well by hi 
Diſcourſe, and gave me fo great a Terror 
that not thinking myſelf ſafe in my own 
Inn, I went immediately away to lodge 
with Don Chriſtoval, Befides this Pre. 
caution I took Care not to walk in 
the City or Parts adjacent, left I 
ſhould have an Occaſion to exerciſe my 
Bravery to ſome Purpoſe, I led a Hare: 
Life, as they call it, for a Week; but 
at the End of that Time my Maſter re- 


ceived a Letter from Spain, which deli- 


vered me from all my Trouble. 

The Biſhop of Salamanca ſent his Ne- 
phew Word to repair immediately to 
Saragoſſa, to marry the only Daughter of 
Count de Villamediana, Governour of that 
City: And the Prelate further added, 
that he deſigned to perform the Cere- 
mony himſelf. Don Chriſtoval, who pail 
an entire Obedience to his Uncle, haſt 
ened to depart from Florence with hs 
Valet de Chambre, and one Footman, to 
wait at Leghorn for the Opportunity 0 


going over to Spain, | 
ie CHAP 


EST EVANILLE GoNZALEZ. 192 


for £4 


jeir | GH. AF. N. 


vi. They embark at Leghorn and go to Barce- 
ror, Wl lona; from whence they repair to Sa- 
wil ragofla. Don Chriſtoval's Marriage, and 
igeW the Conſequences of it, 


ir W E were informed upon our Arrival 
at Leghorn, that a Spamh Vellel 
would ſail for Barcelona in three Days: 
but ve took this Opportunity to return to 
Jain, and our Voyage was ſo proſperous, 
| that we made an End of it without the 
leaſt Storm, and what is a Wonder in 
thoſe Seas, without meeting a Corſair of 
Barbary, and were no ſooner landed but 
ve hired Mules to go to Saragoſſa. 

When we- were in that celebrated Ca- 
pital of Arragon, we went to the firſt Inn, 
Don Chriſtoval being unwilling to ſhew 

iimſelf at the Count de Villamediana's, 
Wor appear in a Travelling Habit before 
hs Miſtreſs whom he had not ſeen be- 
fore : But an Hour after our Arrival, 4 
tervant of the Biſhop of Salamanca's 
came to us. Sir, faid he, to Don ben 
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I have been ſeeking for you from Inn ts MN ; 
Inn by my Lord your Uncle's Order who W , 
has been this Week at Saragoſſa. He lodges i ( 
at the Governor's, where there is an M+ 
Apartment provided for you, and thoſe MW j 
two Lords wait for you with Impatience, Wl ; 
I will go and acquaint them that you are . 
in Town, knowing I cannot carry them Wl ; 
more agreeable News. p 
I knew the Footman who ſpoke to my WW + 
Maſter to be my old Schoolfellow Man. 6 
uo, whom! left at the Biſhop of Salaman- 
cus. He remembered me likewiſe, and 
looking earneſtly upen me, cried out, 
What Eftewanille | Yes, my Lad, ſaid], 
my lucky Stars have made me find my 
Miſter ain, who has been ſo kind as to 
take me into his Service. I am heartily y 
glad of it, replied he, and can aſſure you 
that all my Maſter's Domeſticks will 
partake of my Joy, as ſoon as they arc 
acquainted that you are reſtored to the 
Place you had loft. | 

Then Don Chri ſtaval ſaid to his Uncle's 
Servant, honeſt Friend, you have with 
out Doubt ſeen the Lady deſigned for 
me; does her Beauty deſerve the Haſtl 
have made to ſhare my Fortune with 
her's Sir, replied Manſano, Donna Anni 
will gain nothing by my Deſcription 0 
her; ſhe is one of thoſe Beauties it ; 

' impol- 
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to Wl fible to deſcribe but to a Diſadvantage, 
ho and upon which Nature has diffuſed ſuch 
es I Graces, as deprive Mankind of ſeeing 
an Wl their Faults. You muſt ſee her to do 
ole MW her the Juſtice ſhe deſerves, and I can 
ce, WM only tell you that my Lord could not 
ue Ml have made a better Choice. After ſuch 
em MW an Aſſurance, replied Signior de Gavixia 
miling, I have no room to doubt of my 

ny Wl Happineſs, and truſt to your Judgment. 
- Go, Manſano, added he. go and acquaint 
m. your Maſter that I ſhall wait on him in 
nd il 2 few Minutes. | 
ut, The Footman returned to the Biſhop 
1 LB of Salamanca, and Don Chriſtoval prepar- 

my i ed himſelf to appear before Donna Auna. 
to He drefied himſelf very genteely; and 
17 WW vhen he thought nothing more could be 
you i added to ſet him off, he repaired to his 
vil Uncle. The tender-hearted Prelate wept: 
are ig with Joy to ſee him, and embracing him, 
theWſad, My Dear Don Chriftoval, how happy 
vill your Return make me, if you ap- 
prove of the Deſign I have formed. The 
Count Villamediana, my old Friend is 
milling upon my account to give you the 
Ireference to ſeveral Gentlemen, who 
ek his Daughter in Marriage. This Al- 
lance appeared to me ſo advantageous 
lor you, that I have engaged your Con- 
lent without conſulting you; but do not 
K think 
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think that I pretend to tyrannize over 
vou. You ſhall ſee Donna Anna to Day; 
and, if you have an Inclination for her, 
vou ſhall marry her in a Week: If on 
the contrary you dislike her, you ſhall 
not marry her; and moreover, if the Lady 
diſapproves you, the Engagement ſhal] 
be void. This is the Agreement bes 
tween her Father and myſelf, to avoid 
the Misfortune of uniting two Perſon; 
not deſtined for each other. 

My Lord, anſwered my Maſter, 1 ought 
to be accountable to you for the Ten- 
derneſs you have for me; but I know 

not whether I have Reaſon to rejoice 
upon this Subject, which though it is 
managed with Prudence, is not the leis 


dangerous. Donna Auna is prehaps pre- 


engaged; and even if ſhe was not, ſhe 
may charm me, and at the ſame Time 
may conceive a perfect Averſion to me. 
It is good to be modeſt, {aid the Prelate 
with a Smile, but at your Age, and with 
your Air, a little Confidence is not im- 
proper. I will tell you farther for your 
Encouragment, that I have too good an 
Opinion of your Perſon to imagine that 
a. young Lady can be unkind. to you. 
This we ſhall ſoon prove, continued he; 
I mnſt firſt! preſent you to the Count 
de Vallamediana, and then we will go and 
Ain? 2585 Pay 
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pay our Reſpects to the Counteſs and her 
Daughter, and when he had ſaid this, 
the Biſhop of Salamanca conducted his 
Nephew to the Governor's Apartment. 
It is impoſlible for any one to be more 
graciouſly received than Don Chriſtoval 
was by this Lord who, being amazed at 


his Air, could not forbear ſaying, that 


Donna Anna muſt be extremely difficult 
not to be ſatisfied with ſuch a Gentle- 
man. The Prelate on his Part made an 
Encomium upon the Lady, and ſaid very 
politely that he would anſwer his Ne- 
phew's Heart would ſurrender at the 
irſt Glance of her Eyes. Nevertheleſs, 
though the Biſhop and Count ſeemed 
perſuaded of what they ſaid, they ſtall 


| apprehended leſt ſome Caprice ſhould 


confound their Project. Therefore to 
knew the Reſult of it, they haſtened to 
conduct the young Gentleman to the 
Governeſſes's Apartment, where they 
tound Donna Anna finely dreſſed, and very 
gay. Nothing but Compliments paſſed this 
int Viſit, without a Word of the Alli- 
ance projected, being reſolved before they 
entered upon the Subject, that the two 
berſons concerned ſhould have no Diſ- 

like to each other. 
As ſoon as the Count had an Oppor- 
unity of ſpeaking in Private to his 
K 2 Daughter, 
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Daughter, he asked her Opinion of Don 
. Chriſtoval, and whether ſhe would chuſe 


him for a Husband. She anſwered very 


freely, that if ſhe was ordered to join 
Hands with him, ſhe ſhould obey with- 
- out Scruple. As to my Maſter, he did 
not wait till his Uncle asked him the 
{ſame Queſtion, to acknowledge that the 
Governor of Saragoſſa's Daughter had 
triumphed over his Liberty; for, indeed. 
from that Moment this Lady wholly poſ- 
ſeſſed his Mind. Ah! Gonzalez, ſaid he 
to me, I have ſeen Donna Anna. Man- 
ſano ſpoke Truth; ſhe is a Perſon who 
cannot be- deſcribed without doing In- 
Juſtice to her Charms, She has, without 
Doubt, ſome {Faults ; but her Eyes dart 
ſuch Glances as diſcompoſe the Mind, 
and will not ſuffer them to be cooly 
examined. Dear Mafter, {aid I to Don 
Chriſtoval, you are highly raptured with 
Donna Auna, and the Lady perhaps is a 
little in the ſame Condition. I dare 
not flatter myſelf to be fo happy, an- 
ſwered he. Fie Sir, replied I, you know 
not what you ſay, have a better Opi- 
nion of our -own Sex. If young Men 
are affected at the Sight of the Girls, 
how can you imagine that the Girls can 
endure the Preſence of young Men with- 


cout being moved? If I was in your 
| Place, 
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Place, I ſhould think better of my Merit, 
and imagine, that I had enflamed the 
Heart. of that Lady who had diſturbed 
mine. 

Signior de Gaviria was not long with- 
out being informed that he had pleaſed 
the Governor's Daughter. The Count 
being acquainted by the Biſhop of Sa- 
lamanca, of the Impreſſion the Lady had 
made upon Don Chriſtoval, ordered Pre- 
parations to be made for the Marriage 
without Delay, which was celebrated a 
few Days after, with all the Magni- 
ficence anſwerable to their Quality. 
Great Rejoycings were made on this Oc- 
caſion; the Governor gave a Pall, at 
which the Principal Nobility of Arra- 


gon were preſent. In the midſt of their 


Mirth, a Gentleman masked, and in 
French Habit, came up to my Maſ- 
ter, and ſaid ſoftly to him, ſqueezing 
his Hand. Sir, I deſire you would meet 
me To-morrow M rning at Sun Riſing upon 
tbe Plain that leads to Gallego, to receive 
the Compliment I deſign you npon your Mar- 
nage, and which can be made only in pris 
date. The brave Don Chriſtoval anſwer- 
ed him without Heſitation. Whoſoever © 
jou be, depend npon my coming; and per- 


baps I ſhall be there firſt, 
K 3 My 


198 The HISTORY of 


My Maſter affected to give this An- 
ſwer in ſo pleaſant a Manner, and with 
ſo compoſed a Countenance, that not WW of 
one of the Company had the leaſt Suſ- Wh 
picion of what had paſſed. Towards the Wt 
End of the Ball, which laſted all Night, Wa 
he left the Company privately ; and 
under a Pretence of taking the Cool of WM: 
the Morning, by walking along the MW 
Ebro, ordered a good Horſe to be ready to WM lr 
{et out from the Governor's, and ſocn MG 
reached the Plain which leads to Gallego, Wl & 
The Perſon unknown waited for him at d. 
the Entrance into the Village; they per- W 
ceived each other at the ſame Time, e 
and putting their Horſes forward pre- ©: 
ſently met. Don Chrifioval ſpoke firſt, and MI 
{aid to the Perſon unknown, who was . 
ſtill masked, I remember you again, and th 
before you pay the Compliment, you in- I 
tend upon my Marriage, acquaint me 
who you are, and what Affair we have 
to dilpute. I have no other Intention, 
replied the Perſon unknown; know then 
that my Name is Don Melchior de Rida. 
am one of thoſe unfortunate Lovers who 
ſought Donna Anna in Marriage, and 
whom the Count her Father has ſacri- 
ficed to you. I am too jealons of you! 
Happineſs to endure it; and fince | 


have been ſo unfortunate as not to ob- 
tam 
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tain the Object of my Love, am re- 
ſolved not to ſee her in the Poſſeſſion 
of another, When he had ſpoke thus, 
he quitte d his Horſe, and faſtened him 
to a Tree: My Maſter did the ſame, and 
rough Combat enſued. 

Don Melchior, who was as dextrous 
a Fencer as Don Chriftoval, gave him a 
Wound under the left Pap; but the Point 
luckily glanced upon the Ribs. Signior 
Gwiria, to be revenged, made ſeveral. 
frong Thruſts at him, which were as 
textroufly paryed, and returned by the 
other, but he had the good Fortune to 
elcape them. In ſhort, the two Com- 
batants tilted above a quarter of an Hour 
with equal Fury, and the Victory did 
not ſeem to lean either on one Side or 


| the other Nevertheleſs, Heaven being 


pleaſed to favour the Juſtneſs of my Ma- 
ſter's Cauſe upon this Occafion, permit» 
ted him to give his Enemy a deciſive 
Thruſt, which laid him dead at his Feet. 
Thus ended the Duel; after which the 
Conqueror mounted his Horſe and re- 
turned to Saragoſia, leaving the unfor- 
tunate Gentleman that challenged him, 
upon the Field of Battle. 

As ſoon as Don Chriſtoval at his Re- 
turn to the Governor's, had related the 
Particulars of this Adventnre to his Fa- 

K 4 ther- 
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- ther-in-Law and his Uncle, they con- 
ſulted together, and reſolved, ſince Don 
Malchior's Family had conſiderable In- 
. tereſt at Court, that my Maſter ſhould 
- conceal himſelf till the Affair was ac- 
commodated. It was ſome Time before 
they could agree upon the Place of his 
Retreat, which was at length to be at 
the Caſtle of Rodenas, belonging to the 
Biſhop of Albarazin, an intimate Acquain- 
tance of the Count's. N 
My Maſter paſſed that Day in Prepa- 
rations for his Departure, and concert- 
ing the Method with his Father and 
Uncle howto convey Letters to each other. 
At length retiring into his Lady's A- 
partment, he paſſed two Thirds of the 
Night with her in condoling upon the 
Separation, which came ſo ſoon to diſturb 
the Pleaſures of their Marriage. He went 
away a little before Day-Light, with his 
Valet de Chambre, one Footman, and my- 
ſelf, all Four mounted upon the beſt 
Horſe in the Governor's Stable: in three 
Days we reached the Borough of Longa- 
rez, from whence continuing our Jour- 
ney with the ſame Expedition, we went 
to lay at the City of Daroca. 


CHAP, 
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Don Chriſtoval and Gonzalez arrive at the 
Caſtle of Rodenas. In what Manner they 


were received by the Biſbop of Albarazin. 
W E ſet out very early the next Morn- 


ing, and by a beaten Road be- 
tween the Mountains arrived at Villa- 


franca, Where we ſtopp'd ; and enquir- 


ing for the Caſtle of Rodenas, had the 
pleaſure to be informed, that we. were 
within leis than a League of it, and even 
that the Biſhop of Albarazin was actual- 
ly there. Don Chriſtoval, upon this News, 
diſpatched me to ſpeak to the Prelate, 
and to deliver a Letter into his own 
Hand, which the Count de Villamediana 
had writ to his Lordſhip, praying him 


to grant his Son-in-Law a Sanctuary. 


I made Haſte to the Caſtle, which ap- 
pear'd to be very magnificent, and kept 
in good Order, and had no ſooner ſaid that 
came from the Covernour of Sarageſſa, 
but was conducted to his Lordſhip, who 
being a great Admirer of Muſick, was 
dwerting himſelf with a Concert in 
the Hall. He roſe immediately as 
loon as he was acquainted with my Ar- 
val, and came to meet me. I deli- 
vered the Count's Letter to him, which, 
When he had opened and read it, he con- 
ducted me to his Cloſet, where he ſpoke 
to me in the following Manner, The 

. Count 
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Count de Villamediana does me too great 

an Honour by preferring this Caſtle to 

any other Aſylum he might have pro- 
cured for his Son-in-Law. I am fo ſenſi. 
ble of this freſh Mark of his Friendſhip, 

that I ſhall do the utmoſt in my Power 
to acknowledge it. Return to Saragoſſa, 
continued he, and aſſure the Governor, 
that I expect Don Chriſtoval with Impa- 
tience. My Lord, ſaid I, you will not 
wait long for him; he is not far from 

hence; I left him at an Inn at Villafranca. 

So much the better, replied the Prelate; 

go immediately, and conduct him to my 

Caſtle, where you may tell him he ſhall 
be received by one of his Father in Law's 

beſt Friends. 

I ſoon returned to my Maſter, who, 
upon my Report ofthe Biſhop of Albara- 
zin's good Miſpoſition in his Favour,depar- 
ted immediately from Villafranca for the 
Caſtle of Rodenas, whither I conducted 
- him. This Prelate did not contradict 
his Diſcourſe by his Actions; he recei- 
ved Don Chriſtoval in the moſt obliging 
Manner imaginable, and had a long Con- 
verſation with bim upon the Duel he 
had fought; and then entertained bim 
with a Supper accompanied with Muſick; 
and when that was ended, he himſelf 
conducted him to the fineſt Apartment 
in the Caſtle, and there left him to repoſe 
himſelf till the next Day. 3 


Six Leagues Diſtance from hence. 
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To do the Biſhop Juſtice, he was one 
of thoſe, who at that Time, did moſt 
Honour to a Biſhoprick: He was deſcen- 
ded from the Family of Ozorro, and had 
an Income added to his Nobility which 
put him in a Condition to live elegantly, 
to keep a fine Equipage, and to entertain 
a Set of Muſicians for his Diverſion. He 
was a charitable Man beſides, and one 
who gave his Superfluities to the Poor, 
but u fortunately for them, he extended 
his Neceſſaries a little too far. 
My Lord ſhewedſus Gueſt all the Gar- 
dens belonging to theCaſtle the next Day, 
winch well deferved to be feen. Here a 
fine Flower Garden adorned with aThou- 
fand Sorts of the moſt beautiful Flowers, 


and Walks bordered with fine Trees made 
| an agreeable . Proſpect; there a Wa- 


ter-work ſupplied by the River Xiloa, 


which is in the Neighbourhood, played 


very high in the Air, and fell with a 
great Noiſe into Marble-Baſons. In ano- 
ther Place large Averies offerred the moſt - 
curtous Sorts of Birds to your View. In 


| ſhort theſe Garders ſeemed to be the 


Work of the Fairies. And indeed the 
Prelate who had them cultivated with fo 
much Care and Expence was more fre- 
quently at Rodenas, than at his Epiſco- 
pal Palace of Albarazin, which is but 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIL 


Gonzalez leaves the Caſtle of Rodenas to 
return to Saragoſla ; be loſes bis Way 
and laysin a Hermitage. 


| O Days after our Arrival at Rode- 
| nas, Don Chriftoval ſaid to me ; Gon- 
| zalez, we are here placed in a charm- 
ing Solitude, and what ſtill gives me the 
reater Pleaſure is, that we are wit h 2 
Gentleman who thoroughly underſtands 
what belongs to Hoſpitality ; ſo that I 
think we ought to acquaint the Count 
Villamediana my Father-in-Law with it. 
He will be charmed when he knows 

what a vaſt Reſpect has been paid me; 
and you muſt ſet out To-morrow to give 

him an Account of it. | 

Accordingly I made myſelf ready to 
return to Saragoſſa, and ſet out with a 
long Letter, which he gave me for the 
Governor, and another ſtill longer for 
Donna Anna. I had one likewiſe from 
the Biſhop, who very courteouſly ſent 
the Count Word, that he was much ob- 
Jiged to him for having ſent him ſo ** 
| e 
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Me a Gueſt as Don Cbriſtaval, I paſt. 


by Villafranca, from whence purſuing 
my Way throagh the Mountains, I got 
to the Source of the Guerva, In this 
place I loſtmy M ay; for, inſtead of keep- 
ing cloſe to this little River on the Side 
of Daroca, I got on the other Side, and 
after a few Hours riding found myſelf 
near a Kind of Hermitage; at the Door 
of which there was an old Man, whole 
venerable Air made me look on him with 
Reſpect. He wore a long Robe of a dark 
coarſe Cloth, and had a plain Network- 
Cap on his Head; a large grey Beard 
hung down on his Breaſt, and he held 
:Chaplet of Beads in his Hand. 

Father, ſays I to him, pray be ſo good 
25 to acquaint me wherel am and whe- 
ther there 1s any Inn near this Place, 
You are, rephed he, two Leagues from 
Blchita, and three from Romana, and 
vill not meet with any Lodging till you 
get to one of theſe Places, the Day being 
too far ſpent for you to reach there be- 
bre Night; if you will accept ef a Lodg- 
ing in my Hermitage, you are very _ 
come, and To-morrow Morning you 
may proceed on your Journey. Miſtruſt, 
lays a Caſtilian Author, is the Mother of 
dafety, ſo that I was ſome Time at a Loſs 
What Reſolution to make, The good 

| £ Hermit 


% 
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Hermit ſuſpected my Thoughts, and aid 
with a Smile, Sir, don't let my Hermit: 
Preſs give you any Uneaſineſs, for the 
lame Habit 1s ſometimes worn by very 
honeſt Men. Theſe Words diflipated my 
Fears, and I alighted, giving Heaven 
Thanks for fo lucky an Adventure. 

The old Man immediately conduQed 
me into a Court, where he called his 
Servant who was likewiſe in a Hermit' 
Prefs, and bad him take Care of my 
Horſe ; after which he led me into 3 
Hall ſurrounded with Benches , the 
Walls of which were covered with Pic 
tures, zepretenting St. Anthony, St. Pacone, 
and ſeveral Other Anchorets. From 
thence carrying me into a little Cham- 
ber, in which were two very indifferent 

Beds; ſays he, one of theſe is for my- 
ſelf, and the other for any unfortunate 
Gentleman who travels this Way, After 
this we went into the Chapel where 
the good old Man uſually performed his 
Devotions, and from thence he condud- 
ed me into a vaſt Garden full of all Sorts 
of Fruit-Trees. He deſired me to obſerve 
*em,ſaying,take Notice of theſe Trees. they 
ſerve me inſtead of Butchers and Bakers, 
and are my only Nouriſhments. My 
Servant and I live all the Year upon the 
Fruits they produce; for we wart we 

fs | Other 
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other Proviſions. We leave the Sheep, 
and other Animals that Men deſtroy to 
gratify their Senſuality, to feed on the 
Mountains or in the Plains; and are ſo 
far from ſpreading Nets for the Birds, 
that we take Pleaſure in ſeeing them en- 
joy their Liberty in the Air. We eat 
nothing but Fruit, and we drink nothing 
but Water. Our Cellar is in this Gar- 
den; a Fountain of clear Water far excel- 
ling the moſt delicious Wines. You 
would be of the ſame Opinion, if you 
had led a Hermit's Life in this Place only 
three Months. 

I {mild at theſe Words, which gave 
the Anchoret an Occaſton to tell me, that 
my Taſte was vitiated. Oh! very much 
vitiated indeed, Father, faid I; but ſay 
what you pleaſe 1n Commendation of it, 
think ſome Spaniſh and Italian Mines [ 
have tafted are far preferable to your Lt- 
quor. If ſo, ſaid he, I amheartily ſorry 
have nothing but Water to give you with 
my Fruit. I replied . Dor'tlet this 
give you the leaſt Uneaſineſs; I am a Lo- 
ver of Fruit, and to be without Wine one 
Night can do me no Injury. We walked 
ronnd the Garden ; after which, my Hoſt 
carried me into his Refe&ory, it being a 
little Hall or Dining-Room, upon the 
Walls whereof were ſeveral Sentences in 
Fn Praiſe 
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Praiſe of Sobriety. We ſat down at 2 
Table ; whereon was neither Cloth nor 


Napkins, but only 'two earthen Plates, 
a Diſh filled with ſeveral Sorts of Fruits, 


a great Pitcher, and two Goblets; all of 


Earthen-Ware. | 

Tho! I eat and drank little, yet in Re- 
turn, this frugal Repaſt was ſeaſoned 
with the agreeable and ſolid Diſcourſeof 
the Hermit on the Contempt of the, 
Things of this World. As I was charm- 
ed with his Converſation; Father, {aid 
I, by your Diſcourſe, I fancy you have 
gone through ſome extaordinary Scenes. 
in Life; and was not the Liberty too great, 
I would beg you to acquaint me by what 
Series of Adventures you are come to 
live in this Hermitage: Child ſaid he, I 
will ſatisfy your Curioſity with all my 
Heart, and hope you will reap ſome Ad- 
vantage from what I ſhall relate in Com- 
pliance to your Requeſt, and thus began. 


_—_— 
_—. 


CHAP. VL... 
The Hiſtory of the Hermit. 


THE ancient and famous City of 
1 PFampelona, the Capital of Navarre, 


is the Place where I was born, and I _ 
| 0 
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of the Family of the Peraltas, to which 
ſome of the Kings of that . Kingdom 
have not diſdained to be allied. As ſoon 
as my Father Don Franciſco de Peralta 
ſaw I was in a Condition to bear Arms, 
he ſent me to ſerve in Italy, where I 
paſſed my Youth : Afterwards I went to 
Flanders, from whence upon the Con- 
cluſion of a Peace, after a War of ſome 
Years, I returned to my own Country ; 
there I led an idle Life with ſome other 
Gentlemen of my own Age; Hunting, 
Gaming, Cavalcades and Gallantry were 
all our Amuſements. The Sight of the 
moſt beautiful Ladies made no Impreſſion 
upon me; not one was capable to inflame 
me. I ran round the Torch of Love, if 
I may be allowed to {ay ſo, without Hurt 
but in the End was burnt by it. 
Preparations were made for a Tourna= 
ment at Pampelona-to celebrate the Birth 
of an Infant, and all the young Gentle- 
men were making Preparations to diſpute 
the Prize. The Curioſity of ſeeing this 
Entertainment drew to the City a great 
Number of Perſons from Navarre, as 
well as from Caſtile, Biſcay and Arragon. 
Among others there came from Burgos 
an old Gentleman, whoſe Name was Don 
Gaſpard d' Honis, accompanied by Douna 


Ines his Daughter, He went to lodge 
| with 
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with Donna Fuanna, Ximenes his Siſter, q 
rich Widow ſettled at Pampelona, I had 
à Siſter called Leonora, who lived in a 
ſtrict Friendſhip with Donna Fuauma; and 
as theſe two Ladies ſaw one another every 
Day, Leonora immediately made an Ac- 
quaintance with Donna Ines, who gained 
ag Friendſhip by profeſling the ſame for 
er. 

As my Siſter was charmed with ſuch a 
Friend, ſhe was continually talking to 
me of the pretty Caſtilian; for fo ſhe cal- 


led Don Gaſpard's Daughter. Brother, 


laid ſhe, what a lovely Creature Ines is 
Her Wit is equal to her Beauty; ſhe is 
perfectly accompliſhed ; how happy will 
that Man be who has the Fortune to be 
her Husband. Theſe Words, which Leonora 
repeated to me every Moment with 
Abundance of Emotion, made no Impreſ- 
fion on me; ſo far from inſpiring me 
with a violent Deſire to ſee a Lady fo 
much commended by another, I laugh'd 
at the Encomivm, and told my Siſter 
that this Lady ſhe { highly extolyd 
might perhaps have more bad Qualities 
than good ones. In a Word, the hand- 
fomer People ſpoke of the pretty Caftilian, 
the leſs I deſired to ſee her. Is 
I enjoyed the Sweets of a happy Indit 
| ference at that Time, though I knew - 
| Vera 
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yeral Ladies very well qualify'd to make 
me loſe it; but the Day of the Tourna- 
ment was come, which proved the moſt 
unfortunate Day of my Life, and T 
cannot reflect upon 1t without calling to 
Mind the Misfortunes that have followed 
it. 1 was entring the Liſts, waiting for 
the Time of engaging, with my Lance 
in the Reſt ; when caſting my Eyes up at 
a Balcony where my Sifter ſat, I diſcover- 
ed a young Lady talking with her, at the 
Sight of whom I was in Raptures. It is 
Donna Ines, ſays I; I know her by the 
Diſorder I feel at preſent, and find that 
Love has reveng'd her Cauſe on Account 
of the little Regard I paid to What Leo- 
vora ſaid of her. | | 

The Deſire I had to prepoſſeſs a Lady 
in my Favour by ſome grand Exploit, 
whom I began to love, made me exert 
myſelf fo prodigiouſly, that I was one of 
the Cavaliers who gained the moſt Honour 
that Day. My Siſter, who was as much 
over-joyed as myſelf at the Applauſe 1 
received from the Spectators, took Care 
to make her Friend obferve me, and to 
tell her who I was. After the Juſts were 
ended, as ſoon as I ſaw Leonora, I asked 
her very earneſtly who the Lady was I ſaw 
with her in the Balcony. It was Donna 
Ines, anſwer'd my Sifter,what do you _—_ 

0 


culty at firſt to receive your Letter; but 
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of her? Though you examined her but 
little, you muſt certainly have been very 
much charmed with her. I have looked 
at her only too much, reply'd I, and am 
quite dazzled with her Beauty, or rather 
-have felt all the Power of it. At the 
ſame Time that I was conſidered as aCon- 
queror in the Tournament, to my Sorrow 
I confeſſed I was conquered by Don Gaſ- 
pard's Daughter. Brother, reply'd Leo. 
nora. lam not at all {urprized at your be- 
ing ſo much in Love with Donna Ines, and 
am the more pleaſed at it, becauſe it may 
be in my Power to ſerve you. The 
Friendſhip that is between this Lady and 
* me entertain great Hopes 
W. 
I improved the favourable Diſpoſition 
in which I ſaw my Siſter, and managed 


Matters ſo well, that ſhe charged herſelf 


with a Letter, in which I declared my 
Sentiments to the pretty Caſtil:an in the 
moſt paſlionate Terms. The Streſs I laid 
upon her Mediation, and the good Opi- 
nion young People naturally have of their 
own Merit, made me eaſy upon the Suc- 
ceſs of my Letter, and really I was not 
deceived, . Brother, ſays Leonora to me a 
few Days after, I have ſome good News 
to tell you: Donna Ines made ſome Diffi- 
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at length I ſpoke to her, and ſhe liſtened 
to me. She has a great Eſteem for you, 
and conſents that you ſhould ask Leave 
of her Father to -marry her when he 
comes back from Biſcay, where he is gone 
about ſome Affairs that may detain him 
two or three Months. In the mean Time 
ne condeſcends to receive your Addreſ- 
ſes, provided you pay them privately ; 
ſaying, that in regard to her Reputation 
he is obliged to keep within Bounds du- 
ring Don Gaſpard's Ablence, She will 
not admit of any Muſick under her 
Windowsat Night, either of Voices, Flutes, 
or Guitars : In a Word, ſhe forbids all noiſy 
Gallantry, This, I own, is very vexa- 
tous for a Spaniard , but in Keturn you 
xe allowed the Liberty of Writing, and 


| you may even flatter yourſelf that 


you will be honoured with an Anſwer. 
Leonora was ſenſible of the Violence of 
my Paſſion, by the Extaſy I was in at this 
Diſcourſe; and I know not, confiderin 
her Tenderneſs for me, whether the Plea- 
lure ſhe felt at my exceflive Joy was 
not equal to that ſhe gave me. The good 
Offices of a Siſter, who had my Intereſt ſo 
much at Heart, were of infinite Service 
tome. During two Months I not onl 
kept a Correſpondence by Letters wit 
the pretty Caſtilian, but even had ſome 
Converſa- 
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Converſation with her by Night through 
a little Grate that looked into a Lane 
behind her Aunt's Houſe. Hitherto eve- 

ry Thing went admirably well, and accor- 
ding to my own Deſirc, but notwithſtand- 
ing, while Love was ſo propitious, For— 
tune, jealous of my Happineſs, turned 
every Thing Topſy-turvy: 

Don Gaſpard came back from Biſcay, 
and reſolving to return to Burgos with his 
Daughter, I felt all the Uneaſineſs ofa 
Lover, who is afraid of being ſeparated 
from the Object of his Wiſhes: and Donna 
Ines herſelf ſeemed to be equally concern- 
ed. By good luck for me, Donna Fnanna, 

Who was very fond of her Niece, would 
not conſent to her being taken away; ſo 
that Don Gaſpard not daring to diſob- 
lige a rich Siſter in that Particular, whoſe 
Eſtate was to be inherited by his Children, 
he was ſo complaiſant as to leave his 
Daughter with her. My Fear of loſing 
Donna Ines was no ſooner over, but I had 8 
more Reaſon than ever to be under the 
ſame Apprehenſions; For Leonora being WF » 
one Day at Dona Ies's Houſe with ſeve- . 
ral other Ladies, a Meſſenger entered the 
Room, where the Company was, and deli- 1 
vered a Letter to the beautiful Caffil:an, a 
who retired towards the Alcove, and 


opened it. As ſhe was reading, my Siſter 
obſerved 
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obſerved her, and remarked by the Gaiety 
of her Countenance, that in all A »pearance 
the Letter ſhe read contained ſomething 
very agreeable. Beſides, Leonora took 
Notice, that atter Ines had read the Letter, 
ſhe called her Servant, and whilpered 
ſomething in her Ear, who anſwered her 
loud enough to be underſtood, that ſhe 
adviſed her to follow her own Inclina- 
tion. | 
After my Siſter had given me this Ac- 
count, and communicated her Remarks, 
we began to make Comments upon the 
whole, that were very diſpleaſing to me; 
and concluded that I had a Rival who was 
not unſucceſsful. All our Conjectures 
terminating there, nothing remained 


| but to diſcover who the Gentleman 


was that diſputed Don Gaſpard's Daugh- 
ter with me. To make this Diſcovery, 
we ſecured Theodora the Lady's Waiting» 
Woman in our Intereſt by ſome Preſents, 
who gave ns an Account of the Affair: 
dhe informed us that Don Martin de Tre- 
vigno, one of the richeſt Gentlemen of 
Biſcay, was in Love with her Miſtreſs, and 
that they kept a Correſpondence by Let- 
ters: Moreover, added ſhe, I promiſe to 
ſhew you the Anſwer ſhe returns to the 
aft Letter from your Rival ; for all = 

* 
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Diſpatches paſs through my Hands, and 
I deliver them to the Meſlenger. 

I begged Thee dora to keep ber Promiſe, 
which ſhe did not ad to do. 


— 


The Aer Donna Tres ſent 
to her Biſc ayner. 


I AM extremely pleaſed to 122 that you 
I baveat len th obtained the Title of Knight 
of St. James's, which you ſo much deſired. and 


2 ſo long depri ved me of the Pleaſiur of 


ſeeing the only Object of my Wiſhes : I ſpall 
without Diſpute, be over-joyd at the ſpeedy 
Return with which you flatter me; but re. 
member I forbid your coming to Pampelona 
for particular Reaſons. Go to Burgos, and 
uſe your Endeavours to perſuade my Father to 

end for me Home, notwithſlauding my Aunt's 
Uneaſine/s to part with me, who, I muſt own, 
makes me pay dear for being ber Heir. Adien, 
and may I ſee jon again as much in Love as1 
am tender and faithful 


DoNNA INEs. 


Br 
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It is impoſſible to expreſs what I felt 
when I had read this Letter, which ac- 
quainted me 2 what Terms the perfi- 
dious Donna Ines and Don Martin were 
together; and ſtood in need of my Siſter's 
Advice to preſerve ay Senſes, which the 

udent Girl recovered me ſo dexterouſly, 
that inſtead of abandoning myſelf to my 
Paffion, and — the Coquet with Re- 
proaches, I took a Reſolution to diflemble 
the Affair. Leonora followed my Exam- 
ple, and Don Gaſpard's Daughter, imagin- 
ing on her fide, that we were ignorant of 
what paſſed, ſtill continued to behave her- 
ſelf to us in the ſame manner, while we 
endeavoured which ſhould- conceal their 
Thoughts beſt; I went ſo far as to write 
Letters ro her as paſſionate as ever, which 
ſhe anſwered in Terms more paſſionate 
than my OWN. 


While we lived in this cordial manner 

together, Don Gaſpard arrived at Pa 
ua, with the Detign of taking his Daugh- 
ter with him to Burgos, whither Don Mar- 
in had already repaired. But Donne 
Juanna ſtill oppoſed Ines Departure; 
and notwithſtanding all the Reaſons her 
Brother could urge, would never eonſent to 
t. Don Gaſpard not daring to diſoblige a 
| L Siſter 


4 9 
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Siſter! ho might poſhbly have revenged  , 
herſclf in her Will, would not contradict A | 
her any longer, and went ſo far as to quit I } 
Burgos to come and live with her at Pan- 1 
Donna Ines would very willingly W } 

have diſpenſed with her Aunt's Friend- 
| 

] 

h 


ſhip; and not doubting but the Biſcayner 
would ſoon; arrive, ſhe foreſaw that it 
would meet with ſome Vifficulty to de- 
ceive. us both. With all her Artifice, the I ; 
was not a little ' uneaſy, and I believe Fl , 
would have been more ſo, if ſhe had 

known- that I was acquainted with her e 
Intrigue. - | | | | | 0 
Don Martiu de Treuigno appeared ſoon 
after at Pampelona with a good Equipage, f 
having ſeveral Footmen in rich Liveries, d 
and made a Figure ſuitable to a Knight th 
of his Order. The firſt time I ſaw him MW 
was at Church, where Don Gaſpard's W y 
Daughter was at Maſs. As ſoon as 1 MW 
ſaw him, I trembled without knowing Nee. 
the Reaſon; or to ſpeak better, my mind I he 
torebode me that he was the terrible Rival NE. 
Theegdora had mentioned, of which be Nu 
ſoon after convinced me. He accoſted I v1 
Donna Ines, and making her a Bow with W (gy 
a very gallant Air; the Lady, though ſhe Y 
ſaw I obſerved her, received him in ſuch 
2 matmer that I was almoſt dead with [ca- 
louſy: Inſtead of checking herſelf to avoid 


giving 


r 
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giving me the Pain of being a Witneſs of 
ber Favours to another, the gave him the 
kindeſt Looks imaginable, and pierced my 
Heart with the Marks of Love ſhe ſhewed 
him. When ſhe went out of the Church 
he accompanied her to her Aunt's, where 
he entered with her, like one who had 
Don Gaſpard's Conſent, while I returned 
home full of Rage and Malice, abandon- 
ing myſelf to the moſt cruel Tranſports 
of ſealouſy imaginable. 

Donna Ines however having probably 
conſidered, that I could not be uncon- 
cerned at the gracious Reception ſhe had 
oven to her Knight of St. 7ames, took 
the Trouble of writing a Letter to me in 
the Evening, in which ſhe acquainted me 
that I ought not to be alarmed at the 
Gentleman I had ſeen at Church; that he 
was an intimate Friend of her Father's, 
and as ſuch ſhe could not with Decency 
refuſe to return his Civilities; but that 
her whole Behaviour to him was the Ef- 
ect of Good - manners, in which her Heart 
was no way concerned: In ſhort, there 
was but one Man in the World the could 
love, and that I was the happy Mortal. 

This treacherous Billet ſtung me to the 
doul, and made me reſolve to be re- 
renged ; to which purpoſe Idiſguiſed my 
lf the ſame Night, and lay in Ambul⸗ 

8 Sas _ 
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cade near the Houſe where Ines lived, 
with an Intention to attack my Riyal, if 
F met. him, and was ſcarce got to the 
Door before a little Page came out, who 
drawing near to me, asked me with 3 
low Voice, if I was Signior Don Martin ? 
Yes, replied I, in the fame Tone. Upon 
which the Page immediately put a Paper 
into my Hands, telling me at the ſame time, 
that Donna Ines his Miſtreſs deſired me to 
follow the Directions in that Letter, I 
aſſured him, I would, and gave him : 
double Piſtole ; with which the blunder- 
ing little Fellow went away, as pleaſed as 
if he had executed his Commiltion per- 
fectly well. I immediately returned home I '* 
very impatient to know what this Billet 
contained, and opening it found the fol- 
lowing Words. 

„ Yes, Don Martin, I will keep the” 
« Promiſe I made you to-day ; to-morow 
« at Midnight I ſhall be at the little 
«Garden Gate.” Þ"_" © © | 
Theſe Words redoubled my Fury, and 
you may imagine that, as I breathed no- 
thing but Revenge, I had a terrible 
Night of it. The Time ſeemed to pals 
very tediouſly before Day appeared, and 
the Day itſelf paſſed as heavily. In 
ſhort, my Patience was gone, when at 
length the wiſhed-for Hour came ; _ 
56) walls of Wi 
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which I immediately repaired to the little 
Garden Gate, where my Rival appeared 
in a Moment 2449 He advanced 
forward to come in ; but, drawing cloſe 
to him, Hold, ſays I, Don Martin, and 
know that I am Don Felix de Peralta, 
who am come to difturb your Joy; Den 
Gaſpard's perfidious Daughter has encou- 
raged my Addreſſes during your Abſence, 
and as a Proof of it has wrote ſeveral 
Letters to me: Therefore in Revenge 
tor her Treachery, I am reſolved to de- 

rive her of the agrecable Converſation 

* to have with you to-night. 

The Biſcayner being affronted at this 
Diſcourſe, replied, Don Felix, you arc 
ſery audacious and unjuſt at the fame 
tine, to prevent my ſpeaking to a Lady, 
with whom I have been in Love near fix 
Years, and who, I muſt tell you, favours 
my Pretenſions: If ſhe has diſſembled a 
Regard for you to divert herſelf at your 
Expence, I diſapprove of her Conduct, 
Gentleman of your Birth deſerves other 
Uſage; but you will give me leave to 
doubt whether ſhe has carried her Diſſi- 
mulation ſo far as to write to you. The 
Gentlemen of Navarre are well known to 
doaſt of Ladies Favours which they have 
yer received. 


N This 
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: 2 is an e — a, re- 
plied I, and your preſuming to doubt m 
* 5 — Nord — will be dy 
Cauſe of a Duel between us. Befides, ! 
would have you to know, that the Gen- 
tlemen of Navarre have as great a Regard 
to Truth, as thoſe of Br/cay. 

When 1 had faid this, I put my Hand 
to my Sword, and 8 of St. 
James ſoon drew his own. We fought 
courageoufly on both ſides, but Don Mar- 
tin unluckily endeavouring to 2 a 
Thruſt T made him with his Buckler, 
ſucceeded ſo ill, that I ran him very 
deep into the Throat with my Sword, 
and killed him. I left him ftretched on 
the Ground, and ipping into the Gar- 
den, the Door of which I found + half 
open, I met with Douna Ines, who was 
walking with Theodora, and waiting for 
her Knight. 2 

Ah! you Traitreſs! ſaid I, accoſting 
her in a rough manner, You falſe, faith- 
leſs Creature, you ſhall deceive me no 
more, I am acquainted with your Trea- 
chery, and have this Inftant revenged my 
ſelf by killing my Rival. I wiſh this 
Moment you had loved him a thouſand 
times more than you do, that I might 
increaſe your Pain by acquainting you ot 
his Death, and puniſh you tor yo 
ON 2 . nfi- 
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Infidelity. What comforts me under the 


Neceſſity I am in to quit my Family and 


my Country, is that 1 am like wiſe going 

to = myſelf from you for ever. 
When 1 had pronounced theſe Words 
with all the Reſolution of a Man capable 
of liſtening at that time to nothing bat 
his Paſſion, I went out of the Garden, 
where I left Donna Ines fainting in the 

Arms of her Maid. 91 
I made all the Haſte I could to my 
Father's Houſe, whom I was obliged to 
awake, to inform him of the melancholy 
Accident which had happened. He was 
the more ſurpriſed at it, being ignorant 
till then of my Love for Don Gaſpard's 
Daughter; and was the more concerned, 
keing I was forced to make my Eſcape, 
left T ſhould fall into the Hands of Juſtice. 
However, confidering here was no Re- 
medy for this Misfortune, he gave me 'a 
Parſe of Gold with fome Jewels, and o- 
bliged me to leave his Houſe before Day- 
break, mounted upon. one of his beft 
Horſes, I eroſſed Navarre, and travelled 
very hard towards the Province of Cata- 
lonza, without reſting till I got to Barce- 
lona; and even then embarked in a hurry 
on board a Genoeſe Veſſel bound for Genoa. 
As ſoon as I found myſelf in ah, I 
grew caly, and being in a Condition to 
L 4 travel 
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travel in ſo fine a Country, I formed a 
Deſign of making the Tour of it; and ha- 
ving ſeen what was moſt curious at Genoa, 
hired a Horſe, my own being ſold be- 
ore I embarked. Then taking the Way 
of Lombaray, I arrived at Milau, where J 
remained fix Months. ets l 
At the time I tock leave of my Father, 
we agreed that I ſhould write to him 
trom the Places where I made any Stay, 
and direct my Letters to a Friar of Pan- 
peluna, a Friend of his, who would de- 
liver them into his own Hands. Accord- 
ingly we made uſe of this Method of cor- 
.reiponding together. My Father ſent me 
the News that Don Ga/pard's Daughter 
was ſo gricved at the Death of Trevigno, 
that ſhe had retired into a Convent; he 
acquainted me at the ſame time, with a 
.Report ſpread in Navarre, that a Brother 
of Don Martin intending to revenge the 
Death of the Deceaſed, had left Biſcay, 
and was in purſuit of me from Town to 
Town. Though this News gave me but 
little Uneaſineſs, I thought it proper to 
be on my Guard to prevent being ſur- 
priſed, concealing my Name, and not ac- 
quainting any body what Part of Saiu! 
came from. | 
Growing weary of Milan, I bought 1 
good Horſe, with a Dclign to * the 
2 . N our 
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2 Tour of Italy, and ſet out for Parma, 
- Towards the End of the ſecond Day's 
a, journeys being very penſive, I left a 
oad, that would have brought me to an 
Ina, to follow a Path, which led me into 
Ia Country ſet with Thickets and Hedges, 
and endeavouring to go back into the 
r, Road I had firſt left, (which was another 
m piece of Indiſcretion,) inſtead of rectify- 
5 ing my Miſtake, I got into a narrow Paſ- 
- W ſage, out of which I could not find my 
Way, being overtaken by the Night. In 
this Place I was obliged to wait tor Day, 
and alighting, alter I had unbridled m 
nc WF Horſe, to let him feed at Diſcretion, 
er laid myſclt on the Graſs, hoping Sleep 
would ſupply the want of Nouriſhment. 
de I had juſt began to cloſe my Eyes, 
2 W when I heard the diſmal Noiſe of Birds of 
er WF ill Omen, accompanied now and then by 
nc ¶ a doletul Voice; upon which I aroſe, and 
”,  cndcavoured to diſcover from whence it 
to came, and walking towards the Place, by 
ut the feeble Light of the Moon, which was 
to very much overclouded, I diſcovered a 
Building that ſeemed to be a Chapel 
fallen to Ruin, and was become a Habi- 
II tation tor Schriech-Owls, and other Birds: 
I advanced to examine it more, narrowly, 
and the ncarer I approached, the plainer 
[ beard the Noiſe trom within: Some- 
| times 
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times the whole Building rang with the 
Cries of ominous Birds; at others, I di- 
ſtinguiſned Tome Groans and Lamentati- 
ons like thoſe of a Woman, who, through 
Exceſs of ill Fortune, was ſhut up in this 
borrid Place againſt her Will. 
be Deſire I had to know what it was, 
made me go into this ruinous Place, tho 
not without ſome Fear, (for the moſt in- 
trepid Man in the World would have 
been the ſame,) but with Reſolution ſuf- 
ficient to fatisfy my Curioſit x. 
I walked, with my Sword in Hand, 
among the Ruins of the Chapel, and 
came to a fort of Tomb, from whence iſ- 
ſued a Voice, which utter'd theſe Words 
with Sighs and Sobs: Unhappy Noman, 
Why are you condemuid to endure fo cruel a 
Torment + 1 1:10 5513 721 el 

I was prodigloufly terrified at theſe 
Words, and diſorder'd in my Senſes, 
thinking it was a Soul in Torment; but 
notwithſtanding my Fear and Concern, I 
endeavout d to anſwer the Voice, though 
in ſuch a manner, as plainly diſcover'd the 
Diſorder of my Senſes. Immortal Spirit, 
fad T, who art diſengaged from the Bonds 
of Fleſh, and doſt expiate, in this Mo- 
nument, the Faults thou haſt committed 
while cloathed in Matter; tell me if I can 
be of any Service to thee, and I am ready 
n to 
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to obey thy Orders. Ah! Traitor, an- 
ſwered the Voice, you are not content 
with having ſnut me up in a Tomb, but 
you muſt add Raillery to your Cruelty 
one would think you might be ſatisfied 
with the flow and inhuman Death that 
waits for me in this horrid Sepulchre. 

At this Anſwer, by which I found my 
Buſineſs was with a living Perſon, my 
Reaſon began to recover itſelf, and my 
Fears vaniſhed; upon which I ſaid to the 
diſtreſſed Perſon; Whoever you are, 
know that I am not the Author of your 
Mis fortune; you are ſpeaking to a Tra- 
veller, who has loſt his Way, and intend- 
ed to have paſt the Night on the Graſs 
near this Place: Hearing a Noiſe, I came 
into this ruinous Place, to know the 
Meaning of it. The firſt Words T heard 
ſc diſordered me fo much, that I thought 
s. you a Ghoſt, for which Reaſon I endea- 
it voured to exorciſe you, but your Anſwer 
I I has undeceived me. I ſhall comfort my- 
h I {elf in the Loſs of my Way, if I can be 
ic of any Service to you: [24 %s loſe no 
t, Time; come out of the frightful Place 
is © you are in, and follow me; I have a Horſe 
5 at the Door of the Chapel, and will con- 
d duct you where you think proper. | 
n Sir, replied the Lady, Leatt et out 
Jof this Tomb without your Affiſtance, 
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being faſtened with Cords, and have no- 
thing free, but my Tongue, which I ſhall 
employ the Remainder of my Lite, to 
thank Heaven for bringing you this Way, 
I. immediately / approached: the Tomb, 
where I found a — with her Hands 
and Feet tied; but what ſhocked me moſt, 
was her Body being bound faſt to that of 
a dead Man: This frightful Union filled 
me with Terror, and I retreated. Gene- 
rous Stranger, (ſaid the Lady to me,) ſe- 
rate the Living from the Bead ; looſen 
me quickly from the Carcaſs to which ! 
am tied, and deſtroy the Work of a jea- 
lous Husband. | 
I T judged, by theſe laſt Words, that the 
deplorable Condition to which this unhap- 
py. Woman was reduced, might be ſome 
new-fathioned [tahan way of puniſhing 
an immodeft Wife; and as a Man of Gal- 
lantry never makes any Difficulty to aſſiſt 
a Perſon in Diſtreſs, I went to the Lady, 
and making uſe of my Sword to cut the 
Cords, ; diſengaged her from the dead 
Carcals, with which ſhe was incommoded, 
then took her out of the Tomb and the 
Ruins, and conducted her to the Place 


* 


Where my Horſe was grazing. As the 


Day appeared ſoon aſter, I mounted her 
behind me, and following a Path, without 
Knowing where it led, in a little Time we 
an 2 5 
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arrived at Betola. I know where I am 
now, (faid the Lady, who had been filent 
hitherto,) the Place where I would go, is 
but two Miles from this Village: Sir, 
added ſhe, pointing with her Finger to a 
by-Road, let us go that Way, if E 
pleaſe, and in leſs than an Hour, we ſhall 
come to a Farm where you will be kindly 
received by ſome Perſons, who will grate- 
fully acknowledge the Service you have 
done me; for you are going to deliver 
me into my Father and Mother's Hands. 
Oh Anſelmo / Oh Dorothea / continued 
ſhe weeping, unhappy Authors of my 
Birth, what a Concern will you be in when 
ou hear how cruelly and unjuſtly your 
— — has been uſed. This Exclama- 
tion was followed with ſo many Sighs and 
Tears, that I could not forbear pity ing the 
Lady; though I very much doubted, whey 
ther by delivering her, I had ſaved a Vic- 
tim from Death, that was entirely innocent. 

At the Door of the Houſe we met 
with an old Man and Woman, who were 
Auſelmo and Dorothea, As ſoon as they 
knew their Daughter, they ſeemed to be 
greatly ſurprized. Heavens! cried the 
Father, it is Lucretia“ Where is your 
Husband? What is the Meaning he is not 
with you Lucretia made no Anſwer, but 
burſt into Tears, and cried exceſſively. 

I plain- 


I 6plainly perceive, ſaid the Mother th 
that Aurelio, my Son in Law, has beet ſot 


guilty of ſome ex nt Action. The 
— Lady redoubled her Sobs at thek Wm 
Words, which renewed her Grief, ſo that ib 
Anſelmo and Dorothea, finding they could v 
receive no Information from her, addreſſedſi vi 
themſelves to me, begging I would «WT 
aint them with the Occation of her: 
rief, if Fknew it. I informed them nſw 
what Condition, and in what Place I had !. 
found their Daughter; but was ignorantMto 
of the Reaſon why her Husband had uſedſ th. 
her ſo cruelly. While I was giving this att 
Account, Lucretia, came a little to herlell,Wto 
and receiving the Uſe of her Voice, gat H 
us the following Hiſtory, or perhaps il 
Romance, in her Juſtification. ' 
Aurelio my Husband, faid ſhe, is th: 
moft jealous Man in Italy, and the moi be 
capable in thoſe Fits, to carry Thing! 
to the greateſt Extremities. He has fu-W rec 
ſpected me, upon what Grounds I knowFco! 
not, of paying a criminal Regard to tht mc 
Youth and Beauty of one of his Dome - D: 
ſticks. In this ' Perſuaſion, having fifſtſ in 
ſtabbed the Wretch who deſerved this Pur 
niſhment, as he thought, he tied us toge- 
ther with Cords, and by the Aſſiſtance of 
one of his Servants, who was devoted to 


him, he carried us, in this Condition, R of 
K 1 7 | 


FEsTEVANTITE Gonzatez, 251 
the Place where this worthy Gentleman 
Yeoh fund we. | OR 3 1 14 — 
The Anſtlmo' 4nd Dorothea, who had too 
bee @much Reaſon before to regret having 
that abandoned their Daughter to Aurelio, 
ld whoſe Character they knew, were pierced 
fledWwith the ſtrongeſt Griet at this Narrative: 
30 They mixed their Tears with thoſe Lu- 
her retio ſhed afreſh, who throughly per- 
iu waded them of her Innocence, ſaying; 
had You may imagine, that if T had any thing 
rut to reproach myſelf of, I ſhould not have 
aß che Preſumption to appear before you; 
thi and fo far from daring to throw myſelf in- 
ell, W to your Arms, that I ſhould avoid your 
ae Houſe, and go to the fartheſt Part of the 
s i World, in order to hide the Shame of 
having diſgraced my Family. © © 

Her Father and Mother believed her on 
ber own Word, were angry with them- 
elves for having married her fo ill, and 
received her with all the Affection ſhe 
could deſire; after which, they returned 
me a thouſand Thanks for favipg their 
Daughter from an inevitable Death, and 
Invited me to ſtay ſome Time at their 
Houſe, but I ſtaid only one Day; then 
Jenquiriog the Way to Parma, I repaired 
to that City, which is ſo famous for the 
Neſidence of the Prince who is Sovereign 
to Hof it. VI en 0a! | 
he 88 


. oof 0 
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I had not been there three Days, before] 
I met with an Adventure that I thought 
” , would have been my laſt. One Evening 
after Supper, I leſt my Inn, to take 4 
Walk about the City, being very deſirous 
to know whether the young Sparks 0 
Parma were uſed to chaunt their Pains 
and Pleaſures under their Miſtreſſes Bal- 
conies. It was paſt Eleven o' Clock be- 
fore I heard the Sound of a Guittar, but 
at Midnight there was a / univerſal Sound 
of Inſtruments. and Voices: I went for- 
ward towards a Square, where was a Con- 
cert of Muſick, that ſeemed to be in the 
Spaniſh Taſte, which made me judge it 
was a Gentleman of that Nation, who was b 
ſerenading a Lady, with whom he was in 
Love. While I liſtened: with Pleaſure to N 
this Concert, the Muſick broke off on a 4 
ſudden, which was ſuccecded by a Claſh- tl 
ing of Swords, and a Moment afterwards] fr 
I perceived a Man retreating in an En-. 
gagement with three others, who all 
puſhed vigorouſly at him, I was ſo * 
Hhocked at the Inequality of this Combat, FI \' 
that I drew my Sword in this Gentleman'sY Je 
Defence, who muſt have been over-pow- of 
ered, at laſt, by his Enemies, and ſeconded ® 
him ſo well, that we obliged them to re- I f 
treat with ſome Wounds, which, perhaps, ® 
they would not haye reccived, it I had not 


been preſent. The 


fore] 
| ght 


n 
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The Gentleman I had aſſiſted, 3 
ing his Gratitude for this Service with in- 
numerable Thanks; Sir, ſaid I, in the 
Spaniſh Tongue, what I have done is un- 
deſerving ſuch extraordinary Acknow- 
ldgments ; Could I look on unconcerned, 
and ſee my Countryman's Lite in Danger? 
ieve you are a Saniard. Sir, 
laid he, you are not miſtaken; I am of 
Biſcay, and my Name is Don Gregorio de 
Trevignu Pray, added he, in what Pro- 
vince was you born? Tell me your Name, 
that I may know to whom I am ſo much 
obliged. Excuſe me from ſatisfying your 
Curioſity, replied I, leſt you repent of 
being under this Obligation to me. 
Heavens! cried the By capers pernaps 
& are Don Felix de Peralta. Yes, ſaid 
I am the Perſon who killed your Bro- 
ther at Pampelona, the Perſon you came 
from Italy to ſeek after, and whom Chance 
has thrown in your Way at this Time: 
The Aſſiſtance I have given you is a Snare 
Fortune has laid to ſcreen me from your 
Vengeance; but I will not eſcape from 
jou: I would not have you regard a Piece 
of Service which I ſhould have done to 
ay other Perſon, as well as yourſelf; con- 
der only the Affront you have received, 


and revenge the Death of a Brother. 
Would 
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Would you do it, if you was in ny 
Place, faid he, interrapting me; ſpeak 
and I will govern myſelf according) 
'You confound me, replied I: If you had 
killed my Brother, and had ſaved my Lites 
afterwards, I believe Gratitude would 
hinder me from liſtning to my Reſent 
ment. Well then, replied he, would yo 
have me act otherwiſe ? Do you think 
that I have leſs Delicacy than yourſelf in 
my way of procceding ? No, Don Fels 
1 know what Honour requires. of you 0 
this Occafion ; bur it is in vain to be un 
.caſy on my Brother's Account, and I e- 
no fonger reckon you among the Numbe 
of my Enemies: You have made Rep 
ration for the Injury done my Family 
vourſelf, ſince the ſame Sword which put 
an End to Don Martin's Lite, has pre- 
ſerved mine; and farther declare, I have 
Friendſhip for you, and beg you will fi- 
vour me'with yours. Ia 
From that very Moment, this Gen- 
tleman and myſelf contracted the ſtricteiſ d 
Friendſhip together; acquainting each 0! 
other with the Places of our Abode, and th 
did not part till we had mutually promiſed i 
to meet the next Morning. E 
Accordingly, we both roſe early the 4 
next Morning, and met as we were going l 
to our different Lodgings. After * fir 
on- 
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S Compliments, he promiſed to iutroduce 
me to one of the Lords of the Court, 
with whom he was intimate, and at the 
ame Time conducted me to the Count de 
Gruadagnt's, a Favourite of the Duke's, 
and firſt Lord of his Bed-Chamber, to 
whom he preſented me, ſaying; This is 
Don Felix de Peralta, my mortal Enemy, 
whom I have purſued to fight, but at 
nfl preſent, is one of my beſt Friends. By 
+ what Miracle, anſwered the Count, 1s 
this great Change brought about? Then 
Don Gregorio related our Adventure to 
him, owning that, without my Aſſiſtance, 
he ſhould have loſt his Life. The Count 
having heard this Detail with Attention, 
congratulated us on an Event that recon- 
added us together, and ſo luckily ſettled 
m Affair of Honour, which ſeldom ends 
without the Death of one of the Parties. 
Guadagni found this Incident fo fingu- 
lar, that he could not forbear ſpeaking of 
en- it to the Duke his Maſter, who refolved 
dell to ſee and converſe with me, out of Curi- 
ach olity. I had the good Fortune to pleaſe 
nd this Prince, who, to keep me at his Court, 
ſd} made me Lieutenant of his Guards. His 
Favourite, on the other Side, took an 
Affection to me; ſo that I flattered my- 
ſelf, to make a conſiderable, Figure ln the 
World, one Time or other. OW: 


| I gave 
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I gave my Father an. infinite, Pleaſure 
by acquainting him, that I was reconciled 
to Don Gregorio, and in ſo fine a Situation 
at the Court of Parma, who aſſured me 
in his Anſwer, that my Letter had given 
him a ſenſible Pleaſure. 

I uſed my utmoſt Endeavour to make 
myſelf agreeable to the Duke, and fo far 
advanced in the good Graces of this Prince, 
that in leſs than two Years I ſucceeded 
Count Guadagni, who left his Place vacant 
by his Death. You may imagine, it is 
not without Regret, that a Stranger is 
ſuffered to enjoy a Poſt of this Importance, 
All the Lords of the Court, who thought 
they deſerved it, cavied my Promotion, 
and leagued together to ruin me in the 
Opinion of their Maſter ; they made uſe 
o all the Stratagems and Artifices of 
which Courtiers are capable, but in vain, 
for the more they ſet their Engines to 
work to undermine me, the ſtronger they 
fixed me in my Station; it not being an 
eaſy Task to rob me of the Confidence of 
a Prince, with whoſe Virtues and Vices! 
was ſo well acquainted. Guadagni,. by 
this Art, had always preſcrved his Credit, 
and I had Reaſon to hope, that I ſhould 
not be leſs dextrous.than himſelf; I reall 
found. out the Secret of making myſelf 
neceſſary to the Duke, that he ſaw with 


nv 
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do other Eyes but mine. Never had a 
Favourite greater Influence over his Ma- 
fer, for I was called the Coadjutor of the 
States of Parma. 8 . | | 

All the Courtiers yielded to my happy 
Fortune, and my Power was only diſputed 
by a Lady, for whom the Duke had an 
extravagant Paſſion. This dangerous Per- 
ſon was the Marchioneſs Origo, Lady to 
his chief Maſter of the Horſe : Though 
ſhe was not in the Bloom of her Youth, 
ſhe was eſteemed the greateſt Beauty at 
Court, as well as che moſt artful. As 
ſoon as ſhe found the had ſecured the 
Prince, ſhe formed a Deſign to remove me 
from him, that ſhe might have him to her- 
ſelf: I, on my Side, endeavoured to do 
the ſame, as is uſually the Practice between 
the Miſtreſſes and Court Favourites of great 
Perſons. In order to ſucceed on both ſides, 
we began to do each other mutual ill Of- 
fices: When I was with the Duke, I took 
all Opportunities to ſpeak ill of the Mar- 
chioneſs, and when ſhe was with him, ſhe 
took ſtill greater Liberties with me. 

This Prince, who had no other Fault 
than that of being too good, ſometimes 
hearkened to the Marchioneſs, and ſome- 
times believed what I ſaid, being like a 
Ship toſſed about by two different Winds, 
that yields by Turns to both. hs 

is 
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This formidable Enemy of mine had 
no Averſion to the Plcaſures of this 
World, and was thought to be as incon- 
ſtant to the Duke her Lover, as to the 


Marquis her Spouſe. I raiſed my Batte- 


ries on that Side, and had a watchfal 
Eye upon her, by means of ſome Spies, 
whom I paid very well, and who ſerved 
me accordingly : They informed me, that 
this Lady had lately taken a Fancy to 


O#avio the Comedian, the chief Actor of 


the Dake's Company, and not only re- 
ceived him almoſt every Day at her Toi- 


lette, but ſometimes. gave herſelf the 


Trouble to go to his Lodgings in a Hack- 
ney Coach in a Morning, diſguiſed like 
an ordinary Woman: In ſhort, that I had 
no room to doubt. but they had an In- 
trig ue together. 1575 | 

This Account gave me ſenſible Plea- 


are ; but I was reſolved to be certain of 


the Truth of it, before I endeavourcd to 
reap the Benefit from it I expected. With 
this View I ſent for Odadio, and invited 
bim to Supper with me alone, telling 
him, that | had an Affair of great Con- 
ſequence to communicate to him: Ofa- 
vi, ſaid I, towards the End of our Sup- 
per, I have a very bad Piece of News 
ro tell you: The Duke knows of your 
Intrigue with the  Marchioneſs Org 


— 
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did that you often have a private Inter- 
nis Miicew with her. | 
n. The Comedian turned pale at this Diſ- 
he Mcourſe, was very much diſturbed; and as 
te- Mood an Actor as he was, it diſcompoſed 
al Wim: However, Iſcemed not to take No- 
es, Mice of his Conſuſion, but proceeded in 
ed tis Manner. You know I am your 
\at Whricod, and have given you frequent 
to broofs of it; ard will ſhew you, that I 
of Yin ſo upon this Occaſion, by giving you 
re- Mood Advice: I will tell you what Me- 
O- Mid. L would take, was I in your Place; 
he Ml wond go and throw myſelf at the 
k. Dake's Feet, and confeſs the whole: You. 
Ke know his Goodneſs, a trank and ſincere 
ad © Conteliion will calm his Reſentment; I 
[n- Yin ſure he will pardon your not having 
deen able to reſiſt the Advances of fo 
ca- beautiful a Lady, and will undertake to 
of preſent you to his Highneſs, and even to 
to Ylitercced in your Bchalf. 
ith Y 04avio was too cunning not to ſuſpect 
ted Ibis piece of Advice from a Perſon whom: 
ing Ie knew to be the Marchioneſs's mortal 
on- Enemy; and judging that I adviſed him 
Ja- b take ſo delicate a Step, with no other 
> View than to prove what I only fulpcRed 
fore, he thought it beſt to deny that he 
ud ever been ſo raſh as to aſpire at the 
Marchioneſs: Nothing, however, was more 


certain, 
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certain, and I was throughly convinced of 
it two Days after. | 
One of my Spies came to acquaint me 
at my Levee, that the Marchioneſs Or 
was juſt gone to OFavio's Houſe in a 
Hackney Coach, in her uſual Diſguiſe, 
and that if I pleaſed I might ſee her come 
out. I dreſſed myſelf in a Hurry, and 
followed the Spy, with whom I hid my- 
ſelf, at a little Diftance from the Comet: 
an's Houſe : We ſoon diſcovered the 
Lady, whom I knew by her Gait, not- 
withſtanding her Diſguiſe ; and to be fiill 
more ſure of my Point, went andlifted 
up the Veil that covered her Face; he 
was ſo ſurprized at the Sight of me, that 
ſne cried out, and I excuſed myſelf, pre-W 
tending I took her for another Perſon, 0! 
but the walked away, without ſpeaking} i: 
one Word, got into the Coach again, I © 
and diſappeared in a Moment, $ 
ou 
lot 


I ran to the Palace with an Air of Tri- 
umph, to acquaint the Duke with what | 
had ſeen, being overjoyed that it was in 
my Power to aſſure him, that ſhe had 
been at Ofavio's Houſe ; but the Duke D. 
unluckily, was juſt gone out, and did not on- 
return till two Hours afterwards. UponWy 
Mis Arrival, he obſerved ſome Emotion inte 
my Countenance, and ſaid; What is theſjult 
Matter? You ſeem to be diſordered: S 
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anſwered I, I have too great a Regard for 
your Highneſs not to take Notice of the 
vile Trealon committed againſt you. Speak 
more diſtinctly, replied he, Who is it that 
betrays me? And what Treafon is this ? 
The Marchioneſs, ſaid I, is a falſe Wretch, 
whom your Highneſs ought to abandon. 
The ungrateful Creature, forgetting what 
ſhe owes to your Love, that does her fo 
much Honour Peralta, ſaid the 
Prince, interrupting me, and looking at 
me in an angry manner, take care what 
you ſay, for I find your Averſion for the 
Marchioneſs miſinterprets all her Actions, 
and you condemn her upon the leaſt Su- 
(pgion:; What new Crime has ſhe com- 
mitted ro deſerve the Title you give her 
of Ungratcful and Falſe. I could give 
her one more odious, ſaid I, for ſhe has 
been this very Morning at Odavio s the 
Comedian, in a Hackney Coach, dreſſed 
like an ordinary Woman : I ſaw her come 
out of this Actor's Houſe, where her Love 
tor him leads her very often, 

What a Calumny is this ? cried the 
Duke; Can any Body think the Marchi- 
oneſs can have ſuch baſe Notions ? Luck» 
ly for her, I know her Innocence, and 
the Falſeneſs of your Accuſation. I ani 
juſt this Moment come from that Lady, 
Wo is ill, and has been blooded this 

| M Morn- 


262 The HISTORY of 


Morning; ſhe has had three Porringers 
of Blood taken from her, which are now 
upon the Table in her Apartment. What 
would you ſay, if I was to ſhew them to 
you ? I ſhould ſay, anſwered I, that it is 
not her Blood, and only an Artifice to 
invalidate my Accuſation. The Duke 
thought me very obſtinate, and notwith- 
ſtanding all I could fay againſt the Perſon 
accuſed, he threw the Fault upon the Ac- 


In order to clear up the Affair relating 


to the Porringers of Blood, I ordered my 
Spies to find out the Marchioneſs's Sur- 
geon, and bring him to me, which w 
ö l done; Friend, ſays I, to inf 
midate him, the Duke commands you, 
upon Pain of perpetual Impriſonment, to 
tell me, whether you have blooded the 
Marchioneſs Origo this Morning. The 
Surgeon turned pale at theſe Words, and 
looking very much affrighted, ſaid ; There 
is no Occafion for Threats to make mc 
obey my Sovereign's Orders, and in an- 
ſwer to your Queſtion, muſt tell you, that 
L was ſent for from the Marchioneſs On- 
o's this Morning, to bleed one of her 
Women, where I went, and took three 
Porringers of Blood from her, and then 
came away. Was it not the Marchioheſ 
that you blooded, ſaid I? No truly, re. 


plied 
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plicd he, I have not ſo much as ſeen the 
a7. 1 1 
U; n this Surgeon's Report, I aſſured 
the Duke, that the three Porringers of 
Blood had not been drawn out of his Mi- 
ſtreſs 's Veins, who pretended to have been 
blooded, and out of order, only to make 
it thought impoſſible for her to have been 
at Otavio's Houſe in that Condition. The 
Prince, who was blinded by his Paſſion, 
would not believe ſhe could be capable of 


| ſuch an Action: Certainly, cried he, the 


Marchioneſs muſt; be a fſad- Creature to 
have Recourſe to this Artifice ; I will 
examine into it immediately, and look 
upon her Arm; if I don't find the Prick 
ot a Lancet, I will believe every thing 
you have ſaid, and break for ever with 
her: But, Peralta, added he, with an 
angry Look, it I really find one, depend 
on it, I will revenge the Wrong you have 
done the Lady by your raſh Judgment, 
[ ſubmitted to any Puniſhment, if the had 
her Arm prick'd lately; being fo through-" 
ly perſwaded, that ſhe had contented her- 
telt with telling the Duke, that fhe had 
been blooded, r 
In the Evening he went to her Houſe, 
under Pretence ot informing himſelf con- 
ccrning the State of her Health, I know 
not what Converfation they had together, 
X 4 wn, 
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nor what paſſed between them; but when 


I appeared before him the next Day, he 
zave me a very cold Reception. Peralta, 
Rad be, the Marchioneſs has been blood- 
ed; it is actually true, I took the Ban- 
dage off her Arm, and ſaw the Mark 
of the Lancet: I deſire that you will 
trouble my Repoſe no more with your 
raſh Accuſations, and had rather be de- 
ceived by my Miſtreſs, than to owe her 
Fidelity to the Care of watching her 
Actions. 

By this Diſcourſe, which made me mute 
and confuſed, I imagined that the Sur- 
geon I had ſpoke to, had been inſincere, 
or that the Marchioneſs had a Vein opened 
by ſome other Perſon. The Duke inter- 
preted my Silenꝭe very ill, and looking 
upon me as a faiſe Informer, who was 
-.. quite cohfounded, he turned his Back up- 


on me, and ordered the Captain of his 


Guarda to acquaint me that I muſt appear 
no more at Court. I own, at firſt, I felt 
my. Diſgrace very ſeverely, and was 
5 * to the Soul to be outwitted by a 
oman, whom I thought to have ruined ; 


but 1 called all my Philoſoph to my Alſ- 


ſiſtance, which made me conſider the Poſt 
- I lately enjoyed in a Wy different Light: 
Heaven itſelf interpoſed, by inſpiring me 
- With Sentiments, that weaned me by _ 


SS 
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and little from the World, fo I left the 
Court of Parma, and went to Genoa, 
where I ſoon found an Opportunity of 
returning to Hain, and embarked on 
board a Ship bound for Alicant; to which 
Place being ſaſely arrived, I bought a 
Horſe, and took the Road to Pampelona. 
I paſſed, as you did, one Evening, near 
this Hermitage, and asked for a Lodging, 
not knowing the Country: The Door was 
opened, and I was received by a Hermit 
ot Four-ſcore Years of Age, who ftill 
walked without a Stick, and enjoyed a 
perſect State of Health. He treated me 
in the ſame Manner I do yourſelt, and by 
his Converſation, abſolutely determined 

me to quit the World: © | | 
To fniſh my Diſcourſe in two Words, 

I begged Leave of the old Man to live 
with him in this Solitude, to which he 
conſented. I remained there, and from 
that very Moment being reſolved to think 
of nothing but my Salvation, buried my- 
felf in this Hermitage : I did ngt ſo much, 
as go to Pampelona : The Pleaftte of ſee- 
ing my Father and Siſter wa: the firſt Sa- 
erifice I made to God. I have lived twen- 
ty Years in this Place with the good Her- 
mit, and he has been dead ten. 
Here the Anchorite finiſhed his Story. 

I thanked him for his Civility, and told 
"LE M 3 him. 
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bim with à Smile, that I was almoſt 
tempted to follow his Example. 
Fou ate ng Ir . anſwered 
he, to embrace a Way of Lite that be- 
comes a Man who has abandoned the Plea- 


ſutes of the World, which we ought to 


know well before we quit it, and it is 
1 . 2 ' 

for want of this Knowledge that Mona- 
| ſeries are ſo full of wicked Monks, 
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"Eftevanille takes his leave of the Hermit, 
and proceeds to Saragoſſa, from whence 

be returns to Rodenas with good News 
Jr Don Chriſtoval. The Conſequences 


. 
1855 the next Morning by Break of 


* 


* 
o 
ON 


Day, and taking leave of my Land- 
ord, after returning him Thanks for the 
*kind Reception he had given me, mount- 
ed my Horſe, and ſet ont for Sarago//a, 
where I arrived before Noon. 
I found the Governour and his Daugh- 
ter in company with the Biſhop of 
Salamanca, who no ſooner ſaw me, but 
they all began to ask me Queſtions to- 


8e Mo | How 


- 


gar 
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How does my Son in Law do ? Give 
me an Account of my Nephew ? How 
have you left my Husband? My Lords 
and Madam, replicd I, my Mafter is in 
very good Health ; and as to the _— 
of Abarazin's Behaviour to him, theſe 
Letters will give you an ample Account 
of it. Upon this I took my Papers ont 
of my Pocket, and gave each of them 
their Diſpatch. EY 

I imagined they would have been ſatiſ- 
fied with the long Detail Don Chriſtowal 
gave them of the Reſpect and Regard 
paid him at Rodenas; but I was miſtaken, 
tor they began to ask me more Queſtions, 
and obliged me to give them an account 
of the moſt minute Circumſtances of our 
Journey, and even to give them an exact 

eſcription of the Biſhop of Abarazin's 
Caſtle. This was not all; for after Din- 
ner Donna Anna being defirous to have 
@ particular Convertation with me, ſent 
for me; Well, Gonzales, ſaid ſhe, if you 
have given us a faithful Account, which J 
don't in the leaſt doubt, your Maſter muſt 
be highly pleaſed to be in fo charming a 
Place, where People think of nothing but 
diverting him; and I am perſuaded that 
with the Help of the Divertions he meets 
with at Rodenas, it will be an caſy mat- 


ter tor him to ſupport my Abſence. 
* 4 EY Ah! 
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Ah! Madam, replicd I, have a better 
Opinion of the Power of ae Charms, 
and do more juſtice to a Spouſe who a- 
dores you. Do not imagine any Amuſe- 
ment can be capable of making him for- 
get a Lady of your Beauty; for he thinks 
of nothing but his dear Donna Anna, and 
you are always in his Mind. When I 
came away, Eftevanille, faid he, I cnyy 
you the Happineſs of going to ſee Donna 
Anna, from whom Heaven in its Wrath 
thinks proper to ſeparate me. 
The Lady fmiled at this Diſcourſe, 
and aſſuming a ſoft Air, Gonzales, ſaid 
e, don't you deceive me; Does Dos | 
_ Chri 
we 


oval really think the Days long that 
The Days, Madam, cried I, rather ſay 


ve been abſent from each other? 


the Moments. He will fink under the 


Weight of your Abſence, if God does 
not give him the Power to endure it. 

IT confeſs I gilt the Pill a little; for 
though my Maſter loved his Spouſe to 
excels, he was in no Danger of dying 
with Grief at her abſence. © 

Don Chriftoval, replied the Lady, will 
ſhortly be at Saragoſſa, at leaſt J flatter 
myſelf he will. My Father has alrcady 
had two Conferences with the chief Rela- 

tions of Dos Melchior de Rida, who all 
agree, that this Gentleman juſtly * 
* | that 
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that Accident upon himſelf, and ſeem 
difpoſed to accomodate the Affair; and 
in effect the Count de Vilamediana and 
the Biſhop of Salamanca managed Mat- 
ters ſo well, that they ſoon brought it to 
a Concluſion, and ſent me back to carry 
this good News to Rodenas. Don Cbriſto- 
val was too much overjoyed at it, to be 
able to ſtay any longer at this Caſtle, 
therefore he took leave of the Biſhop, ac- 
knowledging the Obligations he owed 
him, and returned to Saragaſſa, where he 
met with a Spouſe, whom he loved as 
much as he was beloved by her. 

His Return gave every thing a new 
Lite at the Governour's Houſe ; freſh. 
Entertainments were made, and the young 
married Couple had Leiſure enough to 
enjoy the Sweets of a Conjugal Love. 

Atter theſe Rejoicings, which laſted 
two Months, the Biſhop of Salamanca 
returned to his Dioceſe with his Niece 
and Nephew. We crofled old Caſtile by 
ealy Journies, and ſtopped at the Gaſtle 
of Rodiliana, which is upon the Borders 
ot the Province of Leon, and belonged to 
our Prelate. Here we ftaid three Weeks, 
during which Time we were vilited by 


all the Nobility in the Neighbourhood. 
M 5 .” 
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As my Lord Biſhop was known to love 
abundance of Company at his Table, the 
meaneſt Hidalgoes came every day to dine 
at the Caſtle with Feathers upon their 
Hats, and long Swords by their Sides, 
preſenting themſelves with a great deal 
of Haughtineſs before his Lordſhip, who 
reccived them with a Politeneſs that flat- 
tered their Vanity exceſſively. 
At length we returned to Salamanca, 
where we were all lodged in the Epiſco- 
pal Palace. | 
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